2008 Best Projects by Library Friends

Senior Tech Day @ Rogers Library
Seniors at the Rogers Library age well and live smart. The Friends-sponsored Senior Tech Day offered an opportunity for seniors interested in technology to learn more about how it can be used for lifelong learning and family connectedness. Friends partnered with Best Buy of Rogers to demo five items seniors are serious about using: MP3 players, digital cameras, cell phones, high definition TVs, and laptops. 
● Best Buy reps and Friends showed seniors how to download ebooks and music from the HCL catalog onto MP3 players;

●Attendees could sign up for an email account;

●Seniors could bring in technology items they already owned for assistance in how to use certain features;

●The electronic fitness games Wii Bowling and Wii Fit put some fun in the technology (“I bowled them over at the Rogers Library” bookmarks) and encouraged communication among generations;

●Rogers Library as a community gathering place was promoted and increased due to Senior Tech Day success.
Publicity went print and virtual: Posters were distributed to senior residences, locales frequented by seniors, and the library. News releases were distributed to local newspapers, and articles published in the NW Area Senior newsletter. City of Rogers and HCL posted information on their web sites, and State Farm Insurance promoted the event on their electronic sign near the library. Best Buy promoted the event in-store and created bookmarks.
Cost to the Friends? Thanks to the support of a generous partner, poster printing and a tote bag were the only costs. Best Buy loaned four employees, provided merchandise used for demonstrations and contributed door prizes.

Rogers Friends have raised their community visibility beyond book sales. Best Buy learned about the needs and preferences of this age group. Now surrounding community libraries are considering their own Senior Tech Day.  
Possible next step: Look for the Rogers Friends to organize an All-Ages Tech Day. 
Contact: Judy Hanson, 763-428-7657, JudyCards@gmail.com
Rogers Public Library: www.hclib.org/AgenciesAction.cfm?agency=Rg
Hennepin County Library: www.hclib.org
Minnesota Association of Library Friends

1619 Dayton Ave., Suite 314
St. Paul, MN 55104
