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1. Surprisingly Diverse (show & tell)

2. Trend Driven

A. Pioneer Romance

B. Supernatural Thriller

C. End-times

D. Chick-lit

E. Pirates, Vampires, and Amish – oh, my!

3. A Brief History of Inspirational Fiction

A. Grace Livingston Hill

B. Catherine Marshall

C. Jeanette Oke

D. Frank Perretti

E. Bodie Thoene

F. Jan Karon

G. Francine Rivers

H. Jerry Jenkins

I. Ted Dekker

J. Karen Kingsbury

4. Definitions of Genres

5. Award winners in CBA (Handouts – Christy & ACFW Book of the Year) 

6. Bestsellers in CBA

7. Unique Value of Inspirational Fiction 

8. Social issues in Inspirational Fiction (Handout)

9. Book Groups/Discussions 

10. Challenges for Inspirational Fiction (trends in stores)

11. Vital role of libraries for readers of Inspirational Fiction

12. Helping your patrons (Are you looking for overt spiritual content? How edgy are you comfortable with? Who are some of your favorite current authors?)

13. Resources: ACFW.com, christianbook.com (if you like Author A, you may like Author B), publisher sites, author sites, blog tours, author visits via phone, Skype, or in person.

SELECTED INSPIRATIONAL FICTION AUTHORS

Authors of ROMANCE:

(C=Contemporary, CL=Chicklit, H=Historical, RC=Romantic Comedy, RS=Romantic Suspense, )

Tamera Alexander (H), Carolyne Aarsen (C), Karen Ball (C), Janet & Ron Benrey, (RS), Kristin Billerbeck (CL), Melody Carlson (CL), Robin Caroll (RS), Colleen Coble (RS), Lori Copeland (C, H), Lyn Cote (C, RS),  Carol Cox (C,H), Penny Culliford (CL, RS), Susan Paige Davis (C, H, RS), DeAnna Julie Dodson (H), Linda Ford (C, H), Louise Gouge (H, C), Robin Jones Gunn (CL, RC, C, Linda Hall (RS), Robin Lee Hatcher (H), Rachel Hauck (CL), Veronica Heley (RS), Sharon Hinck (C), Denise Hunter (C), Sunni Jeffers (RS), Yvonne Lehman (C, H), Tamara Leigh (CL), Gail Gaymer Martin (R, RS), Susan Meissner (C), DiAnn Mills (H, RS), Judy Miller (H), Kathleen Morgan (H),  Nancy Moser (C, H), Jill Elizabeth Nelson(C), Kathleen Paul (C), Marta Perry (C, RS), Tracie Peterson (H), Cara Putman (RS), Deborah Raney (C), Gayle Roper (C), Kim Sawyer (C, H), Virginia Smith (CL,RS) Camy Tang (C), Ann Tatlock (C, H), M.L. Tyndall (H), Susan May Warren (CL, RS), Elizabeth White (C, H, RS), Linda Windsor (RC, H), RC, Cindy Woodsmall (H), Lenora Worth(C, RS).

Authors of WOMENS’ FICTION:


(C=Contemporary, H=Historical, 20C=Recent Historical)


Tamera Alexander (H), Hannah Alexander (C), Carolyne Aarsen (C), Lynn Austin (H) Lisa Bergren (H), Terri Blackstock (C), Melody Carlson (C), Lyn Cote (H), Carol Cox (H), Louise Gouge (H), Tricia Goyer (C,H, 20C), Kacy Barnett-Gramckow, Robin Lee Hatcher (C, H), Maureen Lang (C, H), Roxanne Henke (C), Patricia Hickman, Sharon Hinck (C), BJ Hoff (H), Angela Hunt (C, H), Denise Hunter (C), Neta Jackson (C), Sunni Jeffers (C), Yvonne Lehmen (H,C), Gail Gaymer Martin (C),  Susan Meissner (C), Judy Miller (H), Kathleen Morgan (H), Nancy Moser (C), Elizabeth Musser (20C), Cara Putman (20C), Deborah Raney (C),  Marlo Schalesky (C, H), Lauraine Snelling (H, C), Sharon K. Souza (C), Camy Tang (C), Stephanie Grace Whitson (C, H), Susan May Warren (C), Lenora Worth (C)   

Authors of SUSPENSE / MYSTERY / THRILLERS: 

(C=Cozy, M=Medical, MI=Military, U=Urban, L=Legal, H=Historical, SN-Supernatural)

Hannah Alexander (M), James Scott Bell (L), Terri Blackstock, Mindy Starns Clark, Brandilyn Collins, Peggy Darty (C), Susan Paige Davis (MI), Athol Dickson, Sharon Dunn (C), Wanda Dyson, Alton Gansky, Rene Gutteridge, Veronica Heley, Kathy Herman, T.L. Higley (H), Dave Jackson (U), Neta Jackson (U), Clay Jacobson, Sunni Jeffers (C), Harry Kraus, MD (M), Yvonne Lehmen (M), Lorena McCourtney (C), Kathy Mackel (SN), Creston Mapes, Nancy Mehl (C), Susan Meissner, John Robinson, Amy Wallace  

Authors of OTHER CATEGORIES:

(A=Action/Adventure, C-Comedy, S=Speculative, W=Westerns, SF=SciFi, F=Fantasy, B=Biblical) 

James Scott Bell (S), Stephen & Janet Bly (W), Lynn Austin (B), Susan Paige Davis (W, F), Athol Dickson, Alton Gansky (A), Rene Gutteridge (C), Kacy Barnett-Gramckow (B), Sharon Hinck (F), Angela Hunt (S, B), Jane Kirkpatrick (W), Tosca Lee (S), Yvonne Lehmen (B), Kathy Mackel (F), Kathleen Morgan (F), Nancy Moser (S), Donita K. Paul (F), Jefferson Scott (S), Kathy Tyers (SF).

Authors of FICTION FOR KIDS AND TEENS

(YA=Young Adult 12-16yrs, C=Children 5-7yrs, T=Tween 8-11) 

Sandra Byrd, Melody Carlson (YA), Susan Paige Davis (T, YA), Jim Denney (YA), Robin Jones Gunn (YA), Dave and Neta Jackson (YA, T), Lissa Halls Johnson (T, YA), Angela Hunt (C, T), Yvonne Lehman, Bill Myers (YA, C, T), Lauraine Snelling (YA), Sarah Anne Sumpolec (T).
CHRISTY AWARD NOMINEES 2008

CONTEMPORARY (Stand Alone)

Chasing Fireflies by Charles Martin (Thomas Nelson)

In High Places by Tom Morrisey (Bethany House, a division of Baker Publishing Group)

Quaker Summer by Lisa Samson (Thomas Nelson)

CONTEMPORARY (Series, Sequels and Novellas)

Home to Holly Springs by Jan Karon (Viking Penguin)

A Time to Mend by Sally John and Gary Smalley (Thomas Nelson)

What Lies Within by Karen Ball (WaterBrook Multnomah Publishing Group)

HISTORICAL

Lady of Milkweed Manor by Julie Klassen (Bethany House, a division of Baker)

A Proper Pursuit by Lynn Austin (Bethany House, a division of Baker Publishing Group)

Tendering in the Storm by Jane Kirkpatrick (WaterBrook Multnomah Publishing Group)

LITS (Chick-lit, mom-lit, lady-lit, lad-lit)

Doesn't She Look Natural by Angela Hunt (Tyndale House Publishers)

Hallie's Heart by Shelly Beach (Kregel Publications)

Let Them Eat Cake by Sandra Byrd (WaterBrook Multnomah Publishing Group)

Trophy Wives Club by Kristin Billerbeck (Avon Inspire, a division of HarperCollins Publishers)

ROMANCE

Lightning and Lace by DiAnn Mills (Barbour Publishing)

Remember to Forget by Deborah Raney (Howard Books, a division of Simon and Schuster)

Remembered by Tamera Alexander (Bethany House, a division of Baker Publishing Group)

SUSPENSE

The Cure by Athol Dickson (Bethany House, a division of Baker Publishing Group)

My Hands Came Away Red by Lisa McKay (Moody Publishers)

The Pawn by Steven James (Revell, a division of Baker Publishing Group)

VISIONARY (Fantasy, Sci-fi, Allegory, Speculative)

Auralia's Colors by Jeffrey Overstreet (WaterBrook Multnomah Publishing Group)

The Restorer by Sharon Hinck (NavPress Publishing Group)

Scarlet by Stephen R. Lawhead (Thomas Nelson)

FIRST NOVEL

Auralia's Colors by Jeffrey Overstreet (WaterBrook Multnomah Publishing Group)

Demon: A Memoir by Tosca Lee (NavPress Publishing Group)

The Stones Cry Out by Sibella Giorello (Revell, a division of Baker Publishing Group)

YOUNG ADULT

Hollywood Nobody by Lisa Samson (NavPress Publishing Group)

In Between by Jenny B. Jones (NavPress Publishing Group)

Maggie Come Lately by Michelle Buckman (NavPress Publishing Group)

American Christian Fiction Writers (ACFW) Book of the Year Awards - 2008

DEBUT AUTHOR

Bayou Justice (Robin Miller writing as Robin Caroll)

In Between (Jenny B Jones)

*Sushi for One? (Camy Tang)

My Soul Cries Out (Sherri Lewis)

Petticoat Ranch (Mary Connealy)

CONTEMPORARY NOVELLA

A Cloud Mountain Christmas (Robin Lee Hatcher)

*Finally Home (Deborah Raney in Missouri Memories anthology)

Mississippi Mud (DiAnn Mills in Sugar And Grits Anthology)

Moonlight & Mistletoe (Carrie Turansky in Big Apple Christmas anthology)

Remaking of Moe McKenna (Gloria Clover in the Race to the Altar anthology)

Sweet Dreams Drive (Robin Lee Hatcher)

HISTORICAL NOVELLA

Beyond the Memories (DiAnn Mills in Mississippi Memories anthology)

Finishing Touches (Kelly Hake in Missouri Memories anthology)

*Love Notes (Mary Davis in Love Letters anthology)

The Spinster & The Cowboy (Lena Nelson Dooley in Spinster Brides of Cactus Corner anthology)

The Spinster & The Tycoon (Vickie McDonough in Spinster Brides of Cactus Corner anthology)

 LITS

 Around the World in 80 Dates (Christa Banister)

 One Little Secret (Allison Bottke)

 Renovating Becky Miller (Sharon Hinck)
 *Splitting Harriet (Tamara Leigh)

 Sushi for One? (Camy Tang)

 The Book of Jane (Anne Dayton and May Vanderbilt)

 LONG CONTEMPORARY

 Autumn Blue (Karen Harter)

 Like Always (Robert Elmer)

 Taming Rafe (Susan May Warren)

 When the Nile Runs Red (DiAnn Mills)

 *Within This Circle (Deborah Raney)

  LONG HISTORICAL

    Courting Trouble (Deeanne Gist)

    Fancy Pants (Cathy Hake)

    Lady of Milkweed Manor (Julie Klassen)

    Remember Me (Maureen Lang)

    Then Came Hope (Louise Gouge)

    *Veil of Fire (Marlo Schalesky)

    Where Willows Grow (Kim Vogel Sawyer)

    MYSTERY

    Days And Hours (Susan Meissner)

    Death of a Garage Sale Newbie (Sharon Dunn)

    Gone With The Groom (Janice Thompson)

    Sticks And Stones (Susan Meissner)

    *Your Chariot Awaits (Lorena McCourtney)

 SHORT CONTEMPORARY

    Heart of the Family (Margaret Daley)

    *The Heart of Grace (Linda Goodnight)

    The Perfect Blend (Allie Pleiter)

    Wedded Bliss (Kathleen Y'Barbo)

    When Love Comes Home (Arlene James)

    SHORT CONTEMPORARY SUSPENSE

    *Caught Redhanded (Gayle Roper)

    Her Christmas Protector (Terri Reed)

    Nowhere to Hide (Debby Giusti)

    Pursuit of Justice (Pamela Tracy)

    See No Evil (Gayle Roper)

    Vanished (Margaret Daley)

    SHORT HISTORICAL

    A Time to Keep (Kelly Hake)

    A Wealth Beyond Riches (Vickie McDonough)

    *Canteen Dreams (Cara Putman)

    Corduroy Road to Love (Lynn Coleman)

    Golden Days (Mary Connealy)

    To Trust An Outlaw (Rhonda Gibson)

    SPECULATIVE

    Demon: A Memoir (Tosca Lee)

    DragonFire (Donita Paul)

    The Restorer (Sharon Hinck)
    *The Restorer's Son (Sharon Hinck)
    Isle of Swords (Wayne Thomas Batson)

 SUSPENSE

    Abomination (Colleen Coble)

    *Black Ice (Linda Hall)

    Coral Moon (Brandilyn Collins)

    Crimson Eve (Brandilyn Collins)

    Ransomed Dreams (Amy Wallace)

    WOMEN'S FICTION

    A Promise To Remember (Katie Cushman)

    Bygones (Kim Vogel Sawyer)

    *Remember to Forget (Deborah Raney)

    The Oak Leaves (Maureen Lang)
    Watercolored Pearls (Stacy Hawkins Adams)

    YOUNG ADULT

    *In Between (Jenny B. Jones)

    On The Loose (Jenny B. Jones)

    Sara Jane: Liberty's Torch (Eleanor Clark)

    Sarah's Long Ride (Susan Page Davis)

    Saving Sailor (Renee Riva)

* 2008 Winner

Recent Bestsellers

ECPA – July 2008 Bestseller List (Based on sales in CBA stores)

1  
The Shack  
William P. Young  


2 
The List 
Robert Whitlow 


3 
Dead Heat 
Joel C. Rosenberg  

4 
The Forbidden 
Beverly Lewis 


5 
The Last Jihad 
Joel C. Rosenberg 


6 
Allison's Journey 
Wanda E. Brunstetter 


7 
Adam 
Ted Dekker 


8 
Deep in the Heart of Trouble 
Deeanne Gist 

 

9 
Dawn's Light 
Terri Blackstock 


10 
The Last Days 
Joel C. Rosenberg 


11 
The Ezekiel Option 
Joel C. Rosenberg
 

12 
Covenant Child 
Terri Blackstock 


13 
The Copper Scroll 
Joel C. Rosenberg  

14 
Deeper Water 
Robert Whitlow 


15 
Someday 
Karen Kingsbury  

16 
Dear to Me 
Wanda E. Brunstetter 

17 
For Better or for Worse 
Diann Hunt  

18 
Redeeming Love 
Francine Rivers 

19 
Renegade 
Ted Dekker  

20 
From a Distance 
Tamera Alexander 

Social Issues in Inspirational Fiction

ABORTION

ABANDONED, Patricia H. Rushford

AIN'T NO RIVER, Sharon Ewell Foster

COVER GIRLS, T.D. Jakes

SHOWERS IN SEASON, Beverly LaHaye & Terri

Blackstock

SHOWERS IN SEASON, Beverly LaHaye/Terri

Blackstock

TEARS IN A BOTTLE, Sylvia Bambola

THE ATONEMENT CHILD, Francine Rivers

ADDICTION/ALCOHOLISM/DRUG ABUSE

AIN'T NO MOUNTAIN, Sharon Ewell Foster

AIN'T NO RIVER, Sharon Ewell Foster

AIN'T NO VALLEY, Sharon Ewell Foster

AN AMERICAN ANTHEM SERIES, B. J. Hoff

AN EMERALD BALLAD SERIES, B. J. Hoff

BEYOND THE SHADOWS, Robin Lee Hatcher

CRYSTAL LIES, Melody Carlson

FINDING RUTH, Roxanne Henke

LOOKING FOR CASSANDRA JANE, Melody

Carlson

PASSING INTO LIGHT, Sharon Ewell Foster

SHADOW OF DREAMS, Eva Marie Everson/G.W.

Francis Chadwick

THE STILL OF NIGHT, Kristen Heitzmann

AGING/MENOPAUSE

ALWAYS JAN, Roxanne Henke

HOT FLASHES AND COLD CREAM, Diann Hunt

NOW I LAY ME DOWN TO SLEEP, Patricia H.

Rushford

CANCER/BREAST CANCER

A TIME TO MEND, Angela Hunt

AFTER ANNE, Roxanne Henke

COFFEE RINGS, Yvonne Lehman

HEALING QUILT, by Lauraine Snelling

LOVING FEELINGS, Gail Gaymer Martin

SEASIDE, Terri Blackstock

SEASON OF BLESSING, Beverly LaHaye & Terri

Blackstock

CHRONIC HEALTH BATTLES

RENOVATING BECKY MILLER, Sharon Hinck

CONNECTION/ISOLATION

DON'T TAKE ANY WOODEN NICKELS, Mindy

Starns Clark

THE SECRET LIFE OF BECKY MILLER, Sharon Hinck

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

A NEST OF SPARROWS, Deborah Raney

AIN'T NO MOUNTAIN, Sharon Ewell Foster

AIN'T NO RIVER, Sharon Ewell Foster

BLIND DATES CAN BE MURDER, Mindy Starns

Clark

CLOTH OF HEAVEN & ASHES AND LACE, B. J.

Hoff

COVER GIRLS, T.D. Jakes

DYING TO KILL, Patricia Rushford

EVIDENCE OF MERCY, Terri Blackstock

LOVING TENDERNESS, Gail Gaymer Martin

SADIE'S SONG, Linda Hall

SERENITY BAY, Bette Nordberg

SINS OF THE MOTHER, Patricia Rushford

WITHOUT A TRACE, Ratricia Rushford

DRUNK DRIVING

AFTER THE RAINS, Deborah Raney

THE LIVING STONE, Jane Orcutt

WAITING FOR MORNING, Karen Kingsbury

HOMOSEXUALITY/AIDS

A SEASON OF GRACE, Bette Nordberg

AIN'T NO MOUNTAIN, Sharon Ewell Foster

RIDING THROUGH SHADOWS, Sharon Ewell

Foster

SPRING RAIN, Gayle Roper

TIGER LILLIE, Lisa Samson

INFERTILITY

ASHES AND LACE, B. J. Hoff

BREAKER'S REEF, Terri Blackstock

COFFEE RINGS, Yvonne Lehman

IN A HEARTBEAT, Sally John

LULLABY, Jane Orcutt

THE LONG-AWAITED CHILD, Tracie Peterson
INFIDELITY/DIVORCE

AIN'T NO MOUNTAIN, Sharon Ewell Foster

AIN'T NO VALLEY, Sharon Ewell Foster

BREACH OF PROMISE, James Scott Bell

COFFEE RINGS, Yvonne Lehman

COVER GIRLS, T.D. Jakes

FOOTSTEPS, DiAnn Mills

FREEFALL, Kristen Heitzmann

IF I GAINED THE WORLD, Linda Nichols

MADE OF HONOR, Marilyn Griffith

OCEANS APART, Karen Kingsbury

PASSING INTO LIGHT, Sharon Ewell Foster

PRIVATE JUSTICE, Terri Blackstock

REDEEMING LOVE, Francine Rivers

RIDING THROUGH SHADOWS, Sharon Ewell

Foster

THE BREAKING POINT, Karen Ball

THE FORGIVING HOUR, Robin Lee Hatcher

THE SCARLET THREAD, Francine Rivers

TIMES AND SEASONS, Beverly LaHaye/Terri

Blackstock

ULTERIOR MOTIVES, Terri Blackstock

WHIRLPOOL, Lorena McCourtney

LYING

LITTLE WHITE LIES, Ron & Janet Benrey

MENTAL ILLNESS/DEPRESSION/SUICIDE

AIN'T NO RIVER, Sharon Ewell Foster

AIN'T NO VALLEY, Sharon Ewell Foster

AN AMERICAN ANTHEM SERIES, B. J. Hoff

BECOMING OLIVIA, Roxanne Henke

CLOTH OF HEAVEN & ASHES AND LACE, B. J.

Hoff

COVER GIRLS, T.D. Jakes

FINDING ALICE, Melody Carlson

HALOS, Kristen Heitzmann

NOT A SPARROW FALLS, Linda Nichols

PASSING BY SAMARIA, Sharon Ewell Foster

PASSING INTO LIGHT, Sharon Ewell Foster

RIDING THROUGH SHADOWS, Sharon Ewell

Foster

SECRETS, Kristen Heitzmann

SONGBIRD, Lisa Samson

STEPPING INTO SUNLIGHT, Sharon Hinck

THE LIVING END, Lisa Samson

THE NOVELIST, Angela Hunt

TWILIGHT, Kristen Heitzmann

WHEN JOY CAME TO STAY, Karen Kingsbury

PORNOGRAPHY

AIN'T NO MOUNTAIN, Sharon Ewell Foster

LAST LIGHT, Terri Blackstock

HUMBLE PIE, Ron & Janet Benrey

POST-TRAUMATIC STRESS

STEPPING INTO SUNLIGHT, Sharon Hinck

PURPOSE

AIN'T NO MOUNTAIN, Sharon Ewell Foster

AIN'T NO RIVER, Sharon Ewell Foster

AIN'T NO VALLEY, Sharon Ewell Foster

COVER GIRLS, T.D. Jakes

PASSING BY SAMARIA, Sharon Ewell Foster

PASSING INTO LIGHT, Sharon Ewell Foster

THE RESTORER, Sharon Hinck

RIDING THROUGH SHADOWS, Sharon Ewell

Foster

THE SECRET LIFE OF BECKY MILLER, Sharon Hinck

UNFORGOTTEN, Kristen Heitzmann

VENGEANCE/FORGIVENESS

RACISM

AIN'T NO MOUNTAIN, Sharon Ewell Foster

AIN'T NO RIVER, Sharon Ewell Foster

AIN'T NO VALLEY, Sharon Ewell Foster

ALL THE WAY HOME, Ann Tatlock

PASSING BY SAMARIA, Sharon Ewell Foster

PASSING INTO LIGHT, Sharon Ewell Foster

RIDING THROUGH SHADOWS, Sharon Ewell

Foster

TRIAL BY FIRE, Terri Blackstock

RAPE/INCEST/SEXUAL ABUSE

A DISTANT MUSIC, B. J. Hoff

A NEST OF SPARROWS, Deborah Raney

A RUSH OF WINGS, Kristen Heitzmann

AFTON OF MARGATE CASTLE, Angela Hunt

AIN'T NO MOUNTAIN, Sharon Ewell Foster

AIN'T NO RIVER, Sharon Ewell Foster

AIN'T NO VALLEY, Sharon Ewell Foster

AN EMERALD BALLAD SERIES, B. J. Hoff

ANTONIA’S CHOICE, Nancy Rue

CLOTH OF HEAVEN & ASHES AND LACE, B. J.

Hoff

COVER GIRLS, T.D. Jakes

IN THE STILL OF NIGHT, Deborah Raney

JUST AS I AM, Virginia Smith

JUSTIFIABLE MEANS, Terri Blackstock

LOVING TENDERNESS, Gail Gaymer Martin

MARGARET'S PEACE, Linda Hall

MENDING PLACES, Denise Hunter

POCKETFUL OF PEARLS, Shelley Bates

THE ATONEMENT CHILD, Francine Rivers

WATCHING THE TREE LIMBS, Mary DeMuth

WHAT SHE LEFT FOR ME, Tracie Peterson

WHEN YOU BELIEVE, Deborah Bedford

WHY THE SKY IS BLUE, Susan Meissner

RESPONSIBILITY

THE SECOND MILE, Ron & Janet Benrey

SEXUALITY/ATTRACTION

A QUARTER FOR A KISS, Mindy Starns Clark

AIN'T NO MOUNTAIN, Sharon Ewell Foster

AIN'T NO RIVER, Sharon Ewell Foster

AIN'T NO VALLEY, Sharon Ewell Foster

COVER GIRLS, T.D. Jakes

PASSING BY SAMARIA, Sharon Ewell Foster

PASSING INTO LIGHT, Sharon Ewell Foster

RIDING THROUGH SHADOWS, Sharon Ewell

Foster

THE HIDDEN HEART, Jane Orcutt

SINGLE PARENTING

LEAVE IT TO CHANCE, Sherri Sand

SYMPHONY OF SECRETS, Sharon Hinck

UNEMPLOYMENT

THE SECRET LIFE OF BECKY MILLER, Sharon Hinck

UNPLANNED PREGNANCY

A MOMENT OF WEAKNESS, Karen Kingsbury

AIN'T NO MOUNTAIN, Sharon Ewell Foster

AIN'T NO RIVER, Sharon Ewell Foster

AN EMERALD BALLAD SERIES, B. J. Hoff

CHILD OF GRACE, Lori Copeland

CLOTH OF HEAVEN & ASHES AND LACE, B. J. Hoff

FIRSTBORN, Robin Lee Hatcher

PASSING INTO LIGHT, Sharon Ewell Foster

THE STILL OF NIGHT, Kristen Heitzmann

WITH LOVE, LIBBY, Roxanne Henke
