Reader’s Advisory Round Table

Summary 2004

The Reader’s Advisory Round Table of the Minnesota Library Association had another successful year of providing a forum for the discussion of adult and young adult books, both fiction and non-fiction.  Organized to share information about books and authors from the point of view of reader's advisory services in public libraries, it provides opportunities for librarians to share techniques and expertise in book talking and on-the-spot reader's advisory service. 

The Steering Committee members are Nancy Alsop (Viking Library System), Christine Cundall (Minneapolis Public Library), Michele McGraw (Hennepin County Library), and Sarah Nagle (Carver County Library).  Luann Phillipich (Dakota County Library) is the 2004 Chair; Angie Noyes (Washington County Library) is the Co-Chair and will serve as Chair in 2005.

The RART held its annual Reader’s Retreat at the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum on May 15.  Attendance at the Retreat was 33.  The goal for this year’s retreat was to provide professional and personal inspiration to the attendees, and the three sessions echoed this theme of inspiration:

· Inspiration from Food:  Cookbooks, Food Mysteries & Memories, Gastronomics.  In this ice-breaking session, participants were asked to share their knowledge of books dealing with all things edible.

· Inspiring Personal Journeys.  Author Sandra Benitez discussed her new novel, as well as her own inspiring battle against chronic illness.

· Inspirational Fiction.  Author Ann Tatlock and David Horton, a representative from Bethany House Publishing, spoke about this rapidly growing genre.

The RART is sponsoring or co-sponsoring the following sessions at the 2004 MLA Conference in Duluth:

· Library Networks for Literature, a series of four programs:  An Overview of ALA’s Minnesota Project, Working with Local Presses, A Roundtable Discussion on Author Events,  and From the Writer’s Perspective

· Manga Mania: How to Turn Teens (and Others) into Active Library Users

· Shannon Olson—The Second Time Around

· Reader’s Advisory Online for All Ages

Once again the RART has been responsible for preparing the reading guide for the One Book Conference discussion  and will moderate the small group discussions.  The second annual Reader’s Advisory Happy Hour will be an event intended to be part business meeting and part opportunity for conference participants to share great titles.

Finally, the Steering Committee completed two administrative goals they had set for 2004.  One was a revision and update of the RART bylaws, led by Michele McGraw.  In addition, with the leadership of Angie Noyes, the group now has a presence on the MLA website.

