RART’s 3rd Annual Happy Hour @ Nochee
One stormy fall night over a dozen librarians gathered on the edge of downtown Minneapolis to discuss books and be merry.  Luckily the storm held off until everyone had finished eating, and the group discussion had died down.  This year each Happy Hour attendee shared a “favorite book” to recommend to patrons.  The variety was good, and included some non-fiction. (Please see RART web pages for complete list of titles mentioned.)  The merriment was interrupted by the group’s waitress informing the librarians that a tornado warning had been issued for the area. Now I am not sure if it was the age of the attendees or just too much fun was occurring, but for some reason the group did not understand the severity of the announcement- thinking instead it was a tornado warning.  You never know what can happen when you mix librarians and food.
Minnesota Author Erin Hart

Erin Hart, author of Haunted Ground and Lake of Sorrows, impressed attendees at her session with the depth of the research behind her books.  She showed slides of Ireland's bogs and other scenic features, as well as items in the Irish museums that helped with the development of her novels.  She also shared the story of the journey which led her to becoming a writer and getting her first novel published.  Her fans eagerly await the release of her third novel featuring Nora Gavin and Cormac Maguire.

Writer Jim Klobuchar


Jim Klobuchar, a Minnesota treasure, charmed his audience with stories of his many years as a columnist for the Minneapolis Star & Tribune and his life after retirement.  He obviously had determined that the main purpose of his visit to MLA was not to plug his new book, Walking Briskly toward the Sunset, but rather to stress how important books, reading and education have been in his life's journey.  He told touching stories of the dedicated librarians and teachers from his childhood who influenced his choices later in life.  Whether sharing his experiences of dating on an AARP card, covering the early years of the Vikings, or managing his daugher Amy's lawn-sign campaign, Mr. Klobuchar offered a light-hearted look at getting older--would that we could all manage the task and maintain his sense of humor!
Professional Writing 101 for Librarians

Three local professionals, Christine Heppermann, Joey Halbach and Lucy Vilankulu, shared their knowledge and tips on writing reviews, and press releases for the newspaper at this well attended session. Christine, who writes for the Star Tribune and Horn Book among others, stated what many of us have found-- that writing short reviews or annotations is more difficult than writing longer ones. She is always careful to include her opinion. Lucy edits Minnesota Literature, www.minnesotaliterature.org. She finds looking at an author’s other works, their reviews and perhaps a review of the current work helpful. Joey, a public librarian, explained her approach to getting library events in the local press. What, where, when, who, and why (the 5 w’s) contain the crucial information for the press release. Another important tip is to contact the paper and ask what they need and when. A thesaurus was the tool mentioned by each. 
One Book One Conference – Godless by Pete Hautman
This year we changed the format of the One Book One Conference.  We actually had a session for the discussion! The program went very well, and we were pleased to be joined by the author of this year’s title, Pete Hautman.  The attendance was just the right size for us to gather together in circle and discuss the book.  Mr. Hautman was gracious with his time, participated in the discussion and answered our questions.  He even had some questions for us, dealing with the issues such as how was the book being received in the libraries and whether we have had any challenges from readers or patrons with the title or content.  The group concurred that at the moment this has not been an issue.  He mentioned that one school invited him to speak but asked him to discuss one of his earlier works, even though Godless had just won the National Book Award; they felt the subject matter of Godless may have elicited negative feedback from parents.
Mr. Hautman shared with the group that as a teen he liked James Bond, comic books, best sellers, mysteries, science fiction and Ann Rand (although he said he became disenchanted with Rand later.) He mentioned that he writes organically, in that there is no outline for a book. He is anticipating having 3 new books out in the next year, one for adults about a woman poker player, one for YA called Rash set 70 years in the future and a mystery aimed at middle grades entitled Snatched.
Summary has been provided by Luann Phillipich, Christine Cundall, Connie Henderson and Angie Noyes.
