Readers’ Advisory Round Table

Summary 2003

In 2003, the RART continued to emphasize its mission of sharing information about books and authors and providing opportunities to share techniques and expertise in book talking and on-the-spot reader's advisory service.  Most public librarians will admit that readers’ advisory questions are some of their most difficult and anxiety-provoking, and they welcome opportunities to increase their knowledge in this area.
In January, the RART Steering Committee welcomed new members Nancy Alsop (Viking Library System), Christine Cundall (Minneapolis Public Library), Karen Hamer (St. Paul Public Library), and Angie Noyes (Washington County Library).  Returning members are co-chairs Michele McGraw (Hennepin County Library) and Luann Phillipich (Dakota County Library), and Sarah Nagle (Carver County Library).

The annual Readers’ Retreat was held at the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum in Chanhassen on May 3.  The theme of this year’s retreat was “Taking the Mystery out of Readers’ Advisory, and it consisted of three sessions:

· Indirect Readers’ Advisory, which was a discussion of the tools used at attendees’ libraries to help patrons decide what to read next.  Book marks, displays, booklists, and other ideas were shared

· Trends in Nonfiction Readers’Advisory, a presentation by a bookseller from Bound To Be Read in St. Paul on recent trends in nonfiction sales

· Author Talk with Mystery Writer K.J. Erickson.

Attendance at the retreat was 28.

RART sponsored or co-sponsored the following sessions at the 2003 MLA Conference in Rochester in September:

· Community Partnerships – Literacy and Beyond!

· From Mysteries to Misha…Author R.D. Zimmerman

· The History of the Mystery

· The Minnesota Book Awards

· Working with Writers at Your Library: The Twelve Branches Approach

· Young Adult Books for Adult Readers

· Guerilla Reader’s Advisory, a presentation by nationally known speaker and “Empress of Reading for Pleasure” Chapple Langemack from the King County Library System in Washington.  Ms. Langemack was also the speaker at the Conference Awards Banquet.

The round table hosted a first annual Readers’ Advisory Happy Hour, which proved to be a very successful setting for a business meeting and sharing of participants’ ideas on books they had recently read.

The RART steering committee met recently to discuss plans for the 2004 retreat and conference and to work on a revision and update of the round table’s bylaws.

