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April 2005
Welcome to the first edition of the MLA’s RART quarterly newsletter.  Feel free to share resources, events, and ideas with your colleagues by submitting them for inclusion in the next issue.  Please email your submissions to jwurl@hclib.org
Here’s our publication schedule: 

January (content due Dec. 1) 
April (content due March 1) 
July (content due June 1) 
October (content due Sept. 1)


The Readers Advisory Round Table will once again sponsor their Spring Retreat at the beautiful Minnesota Landscape Arboretum in Chanhassen.
Save Saturday, May 14th for wonderful speakers such as Lois McMaster Bujold http://www.dendarii.com/ , Hugo and Nebula award-winning science fiction fantasy author; and Catherine Watson, former Senior Travel Editor for the Minneapolis Star Tribune.  We guarantee lively and informative discussions and a tasty lunch for those in attendance.  Our ice breaker will be a discussion of classics everyone should read.  Come prepared to talk about books that stand the test of time for you.
We’ll be sending out registration forms soon.  Please pre-register for this event.  Our first discussion will start at 9:00 a.m.  We’ll wrap up around 2:30 p.m.  We look forward to seeing you there!

Minnesota Landscape Arboretum

http://www.arboretum.umn.edu/fall_index.htm
3675 Arboretum Drive, Chanhassen, MN 55317-0039
(952) 443-2460
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Some Cool Web Sites
Remember to bookmark useful RA web sites for yourself as well as to send them to this newsletter to share with others.
www.allaboutromance.com
All About Romance: The Back Fence for Lovers of Romance Novels

Check out the bi-monthly must-read column “At the Back Fence” for hot titles to recommend.

http://mostlyfiction.com/scifi.htm
Mostly Fiction Science Fiction

Find reviews and annotations of new and forthcoming science fiction novels, as well as links to their authors.

http://www.allreaders.com/
AllReaders.com

Choose from hundreds of plot, style, character, and setting options to find precisely what you're looking for in any genre!
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Some Great Articles
Share interesting articles with your colleagues by submitting them to this quarterly newsletter.  They don’t all have to be on the web.  You can also send in a citation and have us use some of those great resources we have at work!
http://www.sff.net/people/JenniferCrusie/nf_defeatingthecrit.html
Hosted at SFF Net, the premier site for genre fiction

“Defeating the Critics: What We Can Do About the Anti-Romance Bias”, Romance Writer’s Report.  Vol. 18 Number 6, June, 1998, by Jennifer Crusie

A fascinating article on how romance novels challenge the literary establishment.

http://www.ala.org/ala/pla/plaevents/nationalconf/program/fridayprograms/ratoolkit.doc
“Speed Reading Books – Or – How to Read a Novel in Ten Minutes,” Readers’ Advisory Tool Kit, PLA, March 27, 2004 by Georgine N. Olson

Too many books and too little time?  Try speed reading to familiarize yourself with a new genre.
http://www.libraryjournal.com/article/CA502011
“Book Buying Survey 2005 – The Turnaround,” Library Journal, February 2005, by Barbara Hoffert

For the first time, fiction expenditures are more than 50% of library book budgets.  
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What’s Happening around the State
Please submit info on book-related events for the next issue of this quarterly newsletter.  The next edition will cover July, August, and September 2005.

Dakota County Library

http://www.co.dakota.mn.us/library/events/results.asp?series=Minnesota+Mosaic
Jane Jeong Trenka will appear on April 6 at the Heritage Library and Robert Bly will be appearing on April 26 at the Wescott Library.

The Esther Freier Endowed Lecture Series in Literature

On Friday, April 14 at 7:30 p.m., Anna Deavere Smith will be giving a free lecture in the Ted Mann Concert Hall on the West Bank of the U of MN called “Snapshots: Glimpses of America in Change”
Minnesota Humanities Commission

http://www.thinkmhc.org/Calendar/april.htm
Check out the monthly calendars posted at this web site for various events.  Saturday, April 16 is the Minnesota Book Awards Ceremony in Minneapolis.
Hennepin County Library’s Pen Pal Author Lecture Series http://www.hclib.org/pub/info/support/penpals2004_05/
Look at the web site above for more complete details for Donald Hall on April 20 and 21 and Isabelle Allende on May 18 and 19
Tools, Techniques and Tips for Reader's Advisory Workshop

http://www.melsa.org/member/workshop/index.cfm
Joyce Saricks will appear at DCL’s Galaxie Library in Apple Valley for this MELSA sponsored workshop on May 2 from 2-5 p.m.  Registration starts at 1:30 p.m.  The focus will be on more advanced readers advisory techniques for experienced  librarians.
Collection Connection: Delivering the Goods
http://www.arrowhead.lib.mn.us/certification/cal.htm#gb
Joyce Saricks, Joyce Hommel, and Carol Nelson will be co-presenting this MN Voluntary Certification workshop on May 2 in Rochester, May 3 in Redwood Falls, May 4 in Detroit Lakes, May 5 near Virginia, and May 6 in Cambridge.
Literary Friendships Hosted by Garrison Keillor
http://literaryfriendships.publicradio.org/
Sandra Cisneros and Joy Harjo will appear on Tuesday, May 17 and Michael Cunningham and Marie Howe will appear on Tuesday, June 14 at the Fitzgerald Theater in St. Paul.
Remember to check out your local news outlets for other book-related events!
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A Great Idea:  
Review Books Locally

 by Leona Carlson
Many local newspapers and web sites welcome reviews submitted by librarians or other readers.  The text length can vary depending upon the audience or intent.  Readers enjoy the individual reader’s point-of-view and a comparison to other works.  Before writing the review check with the publication or the web site for their guidelines and to find out if the book has already been reviewed.  Usually short, clear, and concise reviews are more helpful for the reader.  
By the way, if you have a Great Idea you want to share, remember to submit it to this newsletter!
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Introducing the Round Table Members

For this first issue of the newsletter, we thought we’d take a moment to introduce ourselves:

Nancy Alsop, Viking Library System:
I currently work for Viking Library System, which means I have no direct contact with patrons, so I belong to RART to find out what other people are reading (and because they are such interesting people).  When I was a school librarian, of course, I did a lot of RA and still have a huge interest in children's and young adult literature.  And I have been involved with Minnesota Book Awards as both a judge and selector over the years, which I guess is another form of RA.  My first love was fantasy and science fiction, although I have come to appreciate mysteries more from my Book Awards reading.
Leona Carlson, Washington County Library & Hennepin County Library:

Lately I read and listen to a great deal of non-fiction because I am unable to put fiction down.  I love to hear and read more about literature and what appeals to an individual.
Christine Cundall, Minneapolis Public Library:
Many years ago I read an article that said, for librarianship, a love of people was even more important than a love of books, so here I am! At present I work in Collection Management, and miss the public, so RART helps me feel more connected to the reader, especially as my colleagues so generously share their creative ideas. I particularly enjoy procedural mysteries such as A Place of Hiding by Elizabeth George. Sometimes I really need a gentle read; Aunt Hill by Marie Elena Martin is one I enjoyed recently.

Michele McGraw, Hennepin County Library:

I am a Senior Librarian for Hennepin County Library, working at the Southdale Library. I've enjoyed being a part of the RART for the past few years because it's given me a chance to meet many wonderful people who share my interest in helping libraries provide strong Readers Advisory service. Working on the Spring Retreat and the Annual Conference has been a great way to learn more about what's happening in RA in Minnesota and around the country, and has helped me develop my own RA skills. I'm currently reading Moneyball by Michael Lewis and A Bit on the Side by William Trevor, and just finished The Cross of St. Maro by E. Kelly Keady and Bushido by Tsunetomo Yamamoto.

Sarah Nagle, Carver County Library:
I am currently the Reference Coordinator for the Carver County Library system, working out of the Chanhassen branch.  I’ve enjoyed spending several years working on RART programs with some great colleagues throughout the state, all of whom are fierce advocates of the joy of reading and the value of Readers Advisory.  My favorite reads are biographies (usually historical) and mystery with a “plus” – history, location, suspense – such as the post-WWI world of Maisie Dobbs and Charles Todd, the Istanbul police procedurals of Barbara Nadel, and the Edinburgh back alleys of Ian Rankin.   

Angie Noyes, Washington County Public Library:

Reader's Advisory has always been an interesting & fantastic aspect of my job and a great way for me to really get to know the library patrons. The RART steering committee has elevated my skills, while also keeping me humble- I feel I still have so much more to learn and put into practice.  One of my favorite titles lately to "give" patrons who want something different to read is the Anchoress of Shere by Paul L. Moorcraft.  

Luann Phillipich, Dakota County Library:
I came to the library world from the bookstore one, where Reader's Advisory was a way of life (even though we didn't know that it had such a formal title!).  RA is a truly enjoyable aspect of my current job, and RART has allowed me to work with wonderful librarians who also love to help patrons satisfy their reading tastes.  My dream is to convince my superiors that librarians should receive a day or so off per month in order to pursue RA knowledge, i.e. read--so far it's an uphill battle!  :-)

Katherine Stecher, Rochester Public Library:
When I was in library school, I took a class called "Reading Interests of Adults."  One of the main points the professor tried to get across was that you should absolutely Never Apologize for Your Reading Tastes.  I loved that idea, and one of the best things about my job is that I have the opportunity to share that concept with sheepish patrons that prefer Nora Roberts to Charles Dickens.  A book I’m currently reading is Genghis Khan and the Making of the Modern World by Jack Weatherford.  I'm not generally a non-fiction reader, but this book has something for everyone: action/adventure, history, and a love story.

I have only been on the RART steering committee for a few short months, but I suspect that the experience of working with such knowledgeable librarians will prove to be invaluable.

Jody L. Wurl, Hennepin County Library:  

I enjoy all sorts of books, but particularly genres such as science fiction, fantasy, and horror.  I’ve had my nose in a book through most of high school and beyond, and love the escapist qualities of genre fiction.  Now that I’m a librarian, I can rationalize my reading habits further by doing “research” for readers’ advisory.  Being on RART, in the meantime, will actually help me hone my skills in this area.  By the way, I highly recommend Jonathan Strange & Mr. Norrell by Susanna Clarke, an alternate Napoleonic history where magic plays a role in England’s fate.
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