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Booktalking Adult Books:  Handselling for Librarians

Books Discussed and Tips

Books Discussed
The Boy’s House:  Stories by Jim Heynen.  Entertaining one- or two-page vignettes about both sides of the “good old days.”  Author claims they aren’t based on real events, but they read like it!

God Moments:  Why Faith Really Matters to a New Generation by Jeremy Langford.  Addresses how the younger generation experiences religion, why it’s important to them.

* * *

Holes by Louis Sachar.  Newbery medal winner about a boy sent to a camp where inmates are set to digging holes.  Good suggestion for a kid who’s spending too much time on his skateboard or in front of the Tube.

* * *

Love Among the Ruins by Robert Clark.  A coming of age novel set in 1968 during the Vietnam War.  Two young people in love run away to live in the wilderness in Northern Minnesota.  Well-told story that pulls the reader in quickly.

* * *

Love, Sex and Tractors by Roger L. Welsch.  This book could be enjoyed by anyone who likes to collect things.  Dave Barry fans would probably like this title (for some obscure reason shelved with the tractor repair books).

* * *

Meely LaBauve by Ken Wells.  Humorous coming-of-age story about Meely, a 9th grade boy growing up in Louisiana.

* * *

Mrs. Fytton’s Country Life by Mavis Cheek.  A woman is “traded in for a newer model” by her husband of many years.  She retires to the country and the story follows her adventures there.  This book might appeal to a patron who enjoys Joanna Trollope although there is a vein of black humor here.

* * *

Mrs. Murphy Mysteries featuring Sneaky Pie Brown by Rita Mae Brown.  Light-hearted mysteries, which read a little like a fluffy Barbara Kingsolver.  

* * *

Never Change by Elizabeth Berg.   Main character Myra is the sort of girl who in high school sold tickets to the prom but never attended.  These days she is working as a home health care aide and she happens to be tending a 51-year-old man dying of a brain tumor.  He turns out to be the “golden boy” of her high school.  Though the story might sound that way, we’re assured it is not an Oprahesque novel.  Anne Tyler fans  might enjoy this book. 

* * *

Peace Like a River by Leif Enger.  12-year-old asthmatic Reuben is the main character and the narrator of this novel, a Talking Volumes selection.  Subjects include religion, writing, and hunting—to name just a few.  Reuben’s younger sister Swede is reminiscent of Scout in To Kill a Mockingbird.  A good book for a book discussion group because of the many issues raised.  Some readers might find there to be too much religion (Reuben’s father has a miraculous healing power).

* * *

Plainsong by Kent Haruf.  Multiple viewpoints/narrators including a high school teacher father and a girl who finds herself pregnant.  This title is often chosen by book discussion groups and was an Oprah selection.

* * *

Rebecca’s Tale by Sally Beauman.  The book opens with the same opening line as the original Rebecca by Daphne DuMaurier (i.e., “Last night I dreamt I went to Manderley again.“).  Gothic romance readers will enjoy this one.

* * *

Up Country by Nelson DeMille.  Snappy dialogue with interesting setting, character and circumstances—Vietnam revisited by a U.S. Army tough guy detective who faces some challenging memories of his tours of duty in Nam.  This time around he has a beautiful sidekick with some ideas of her own.  Not for those who don’t care for strong language but a good page-turner.

Verdamae Cooks in the Americas’ Family Kitchen by Verdamae Smart-Grosvenor.  Verdamae blends African-American history, storytelling and culinary anthropology in this lively cookbook with great recipes  (including a highly-recommended corn chowder).  Forward by Ed Bradley of CBS News.

Tips

· Whenever possible, booktalk a book you have actually read.  If you haven’t read it, but you know something about the book because someone you know has told you about it, communicate that to the patron (e.g., “one of my colleagues just loved this adventure story and she usually only reads mysteries”).
· Try the “five-book challenge” cited by Joyce Saricks in The Readers’ Advisory 

Guide to Genre Fiction (the challenge itself actually comes from Ann Bouricius, author of The Romance Readers’ Advisory:  the Librarian’s Guide to Love in the Stack.  Here’s what the challenge is:  read five books in a new genre every year to gain an understanding of that genre.  Saricks actually offers five authors and titles in each of the 15 genres she covers in her book (see Appendix 3, pp. 404-417).

· Browse the shelves with your in-a-hurry patron.  Pick out a handful of three or four, booktalking them as you go along.
· If time allows, have your patron read a page or so to see if they like the “feel” of it (e.g., the dialogue, if that’s what you’ve said is good about the book).
