RART @ the 2006 MLA Annual Conference, St Cloud
Rart’s 4th Annual Happy Hour @ Red Carpet Bar and Lounge
Upstairs, with free appetizer’s, an animated group of 20 or so librarians met to discuss and share books that were unexpectedly enjoyed, or provided less enjoyment that anticipated. These title were required reading in some way, that is for a book club, class etc. What a wonderful group.

MLA goes to the movies: Europe, Asia and beyond
John Pepper of Great River Regional Library gave us a good reason for an early morning start with his tour of European and Asian cinema using clips from classic as well as lesser known movies. He shared a list of titles and tips on capturing an audience for these films through Reader’s Advisory and programming.

Standing up to Censorship: an author’s experience
Lisa Westberg Peters gave an interesting account of her experience with censorship on her title Our Family Tree: An Evolution Story. This was a different perspective from one librarians usually encounter. Ms Peters also shared her passion for rocks, geology and science with her captivated audience.
Reading Oprah
Dr Cecelia Konchar Farr, the author of Reading Oprah shared her observations on the effect that Oprah’s Book Club has had on Book Clubs, and people’s reading tastes in general. This had probably led to a broader acceptance of different people’s taste in books. An inspiring speaker, whom many of us had heard at our Spring Retreat, we were pleased to have another opportunity to learn more from Dr Farr.

One Book, One Conference: Shadow Baby by Alison McGhee

Prior to giving the Friday keynote address “Alison McGhee: Writing the Last Page First,” Alison McGhee delighted this group with a discussion of Shadow Baby, and her perspectives on writing. How does one start? How disciplined must one be? We learnt of the importance of the understanding and encouragement of other writers in a group of writers, and just how long and difficult it can be to be successful as a writer. We were all delighted that this author’s experience included a happy ending!
More RART involvement

Chocolate Extravaganza

Competing with a chocolate fountain were several celebrated Minnesota authors. Many RART members had volunteered to introduce these authors and some members were lucky enough to be picked. It was difficult to make a choice when several authors were speaking at the same time but in different locations.

From Passion to the Published Page (co-sponsored by RART)
Well known and well-loved Minnesotan author, Marion Dane Bauer, spoke about how her books begin and what process they go through before being published.
Silent Auction

RART Committee members donated a “Reader’s basket” for the Silent Auction
