Reader’s Advisory Round Table

Summary 2006

The Reader’s Advisory Round Table of the Minnesota Library Association had another successful year providing a forum for the discussion of adult and young adult books, both fiction and non-fiction.  Organized to share information about books and authors from the point of view of reader's advisory services in public libraries, the Reader’s Advisory Round Table provides opportunities for librarians to share techniques and expertise in book talking and on-the-spot reader's advisory services. 

In January 2006 several new Steering Committee members joined the group: Karla Businaro (Carver County Library), Joanne Griebel (Minnesota State University), Barb Pierce (St Paul Public Library), Kirsty Smith (Great River Regional Library), and Jane Stein (Hennepin County Library). Returning members included Nancy Alsop (Viking Library System), Leona Carlson (Hennepin County Library), Christine Cundall (Minneapolis Public Library), Angie Noyes (Washington County Library), Katherine Stecher (Rochester Public Library), and Jody Wurl (Hennepin County Library). Christine Cundall was the Chair for 2006, Katherine Stetcher the incoming Chair for 2007, and Jody Wurl is the Chair Elect for 2008. Owing to personal circumstances Joanne Griebel resigned her position in Fall 2006. 

The Reader’s Advisory Round Table has been fortunate to have Sarah Nagle (Carver County Library) and Luann Phillipich (Dakota County Library) act as Advisors through 2006.
The Annual Reader’s Retreat was held at The Humanities Commission Educational Building in St. Paul on May 6th with 27 attendees. Although attendees missed the floral color of the Arboretum, the ambience and refreshments of the new venue were well received.  Titled Yin Yang for Spring, our major themes explored books for men and book clubs:

· Manly Men Read Too! 
We shared our successes (and failures) in suggesting titles to men for book clubs, confirming that not all good books produce lively discussions. 
· Cecilia Konchar Farr 
Cecilia, a professor at the College of St Catherine, enthusiastically shared observations and conclusions from her book “Reading Oprah.”
· Stew Thornley
Stew, a sports historian, shared his passion for accuracy. 
At the 2006 Minnesota Library Association Conference in St. Cloud, the following sessions were sponsored or co-sponsored by the Reader’s Advisory Round Table: 

· From passion to the published page, a story’s journey

· MLA goes to the movies: Europe, Asia and beyond
· Standing up to censorship: an author’s experience
· Reading Oprah
· One Book, one conference: Shadow Baby by Alison McGhee
Jody Wurl represented the Reader’s Advisory Round Table at the New Member Orientation session for the Minnesota Library Association. The Reader’s Advisory Round Table also donated an item for the Silent Auction. 

The fourth annual Reader’s Advisory Happy Hour, held at the Red Carpet Martini Bar, remains a popular conference event which includes sharing titles on a selected topic, a business meeting, and a chance to socialize with professionals interested in Reader’s Advisory.
This year the Minnesota Library Association requested that the Round Tables have representatives on the Membership and Legislative committees. Jody Wurl currently represents us on the Membership Committee, with Christine Cundall as back up; and Kirsty Smith represents us on the Legislative Committee.
The Reader’s Advisory Round Table continues to provide updated information for our page on the Minnesota Library Association Website; two newsletters were published in 2006 with another expected shortly. 
The Reader’s Advisory Round Table also submitted program ideas for consideration for the Public Library Association conference to be held in Minneapolis in 2008.
Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Reader’s Advisory Round Table,

Christine Cundall 









