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August 2007
Welcome to the 8th edition of the MLA’s RART newsletter.
Feel free to share resources, events, and ideas with your colleagues by submitting them for inclusion in the next issue. 
 Please email your submissions to angie.noyes@co.washington.mn.us


Harry Potter: The End of an Era

...sort of

 

As everyone and their dog, grandpa, and Aunt Martha knows, the 7th and final installment of J.K. Rowling's Harry Potter series was released at midnight on July 21.  I happened to drive by the local Barnes & Noble at around 7:00 on Friday night, and there was a line around the block - some kids in costume, some not - for the in-house HP party. 

 

My library didn't stay open until midnight on Friday, but on Saturday morning we hosted a Harry Potter event - it was slightly scaled-back in comparison to the program we put on for the release of the 5th & 6th books, but we still had over 100 children and parents show up to watch the Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets, eat popcorn and edible wands (pretzel rods dipped in white and dark chocolate, courtesy of a fantastic local bakery), and hopefully win one of the five copies of Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows that we gave away.  (As a library employee I was not eligible for the drawing, but I didn't care - I had already gotten my copy at 8:00 that morning.)  

 

Barring an unexpected return to Hogwarts by Rowling, this was the last Harry Potter party that we will host at Rochester Public Library.  My only consolation is that we still have movies 6 and 7 to look forward to.

Submitted by RART Chair Katherine Stechner
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Web Stuff:
http://www.stdl.org/read_adv.asp    Schaumberg Public Library, located in a suburb of Chicago, has great RA page!
http://www.blackwaterlib.org/books/ra.htm  Blackwater Regional Library reader’s advisory page is “For the Reader,” and it truly is.  
http://lu.com/ranews/index.cfm RA News is presented by Libraries Unlimited, publisher of The Genreflecting Advisory Series and the Reader's Advisor Online. The newsletter offers interesting articles and other tidbits on RA.
http://www.whichbook.net/default.aspx   Though centered on the publishing in the UH this RA website is fun and interesting.  Do read the background information, their philosophy and approach is well worth keeping in mind when doing RA.  Here’s a sample of that philosophy: 

  

“You may be reluctant to take a risk on something different because you're


 not sure it will satisfy you. You have your favourite writers who can be trusted


 to deliver the goods. But there are thousands of books out there. One of those


 might satisfy you even more but how can you tell? whichbook.net enables you 


 to search for a book that up to now may only have existed in your own mind!”
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Some Great Articles
Avet, Traci. “RA as Reference” Library Journal June 1, 2007, p. 156


The author reflects on the issue of readers' advisory in a reference of library setting. There is a perspective among librarians that reader's advisory is not or should not be a priority among library staffs. The author than details her efforts in improving the status of reader's advisory, and presents some resources for other librarians.
Bessman Taylor, Joan. “Good for what? Non-appeal, discussability and book groups (part 1)” Reference & User Services Quarterly Vol. 46, no 4. Summer 2007, pp. 33-36


The article explores the role of non-appealing elements in the selection of good books for discussion. According to the author, there is an increasing number of handbooks and guides offering assistance in selecting good books. The author also mentions that whether groups include genre fiction within the realm of books readers consider choosing and whatever they may view as good generally, it is believed that the best books are not always the best books for discussion. Hence, the prevailing perception is that some books are suited for fostering discussion than others.
Moyer Jessica E. “Learning from Leisure Reading: A study of adult Public Library patrons” Reference & User Services Quarterly Vol. 46, no 4. pp. 66-75


Using a combination of surveys and interviews, this research project explores the relationship between educational and recreational outcomes of leisure reading, the importance of learning to the leisure reading experience, the role of learning in leisure reading, and the educational outcomes reported by leisure readers. Interview transcripts and survey data were used to create a model of four categories of educational outcomes from leisure reading: (1) people and relationships; (2) countries, cultures, and history; (3) life enrichment; and (4) different perspectives. The article concludes with recommendations for integrating these results into practice and suggestions for further research. [ABSTRACT FROM AUTHOR]
Wyatt, Neal. “An RA big think. LJ series Redefining RA” Library Journal July 2007, pp 40-43. http://www.libraryjournal.com/article/CA6457242.html 


The article focuses on readers' advisory (RA) librarians. Appeal addresses the elements of books that readers respond to and appeal terms are the tools, according to Barry Trott of Williamsburg Regional Library in Virginia. Explanations are given for the four traditional appeal concepts: pacing, character, story line and frame. Readers' terms such as description, language and learning/experiencing are explored. Information is given for the different kinds of readers' advisory genre groups. INSET: Appeal in Practice.
Share interesting articles with your colleagues by submitting them to this quarterly newsletter.  They don’t all have to be on the web.  You can also send in a citation and have us use some of those great resources we have at work!
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What’s Happening Around the State

Anoka County Library  
http://www.anoka.lib.mn.us/    click on “What’s Happening”
Carver County Library 

http://www.carverlib.org/      click on “view all events”

Start with a title + Discussion: Date: Tuesday, August 7, 2007 Start Time: 7:00 p.m. 
Location: Chanhassen Branch Category: General Programming Description Start with a title +! This will be a fun discussion of our experiences with reading, listening to books, and viewing a movie. Snacks will be available and there will be door prizes!  
Sponsored by the Friends of the Chanhassen Library

Film Maker Tom Laughlin showing his film "Wisconsin Barns" Date: Wednesday, September 19, 2007 Start Time: 7:00 p.m.  Location: Chanhassen BranchCategory: Author Talks Description Join us for a chat with film maker Tom Laughlin. We will be watching his film "Wisconsin Barns" and then he will talk about his work. Laughlin is an independent TV/Video Producer. The showing will be a look at the history and heritage we share in old, traditional barns. Our country was literally born on a farm, in a barn and it's a shame to be losing them to age and changing times. He is also always looking for good barn or backwoods stories.
Phone: 952-227-1508 More Info: www.koviaonline.com  Location Details 
Chanhassen Branch
Author Doug Ohman will discuss his book, Cabins of Minnesota. Date: Monday, September 24, 2007 Start Time: 6:30 p.m.   End Time: 8:00 p.m. Location: Waconia Branch Category: Author Talks Description Author Doug Ohman will discuss his latest book, Cabins of Minnesota. Books will be available for purchase and signing. Phone: 952-856-4239 Location Details Waconia Branch Location Phone: 952-442-4714

Art of... the Mystery! Author David Housewright Date: Saturday, September 29, 2007 
Start Time: 11:00 a.m. Location: Chanhassen Branch Category: Author Talks
Description Art of… the Mystery! Author David Housewright Saturday, September 29, 11 a.m. Housewright is the author of both the Holland Taylor and "Mac" McKenzie mystery series set in the Twin Cities. The newest is Dead Boyfriends. His debut novel, Penance, won an Edgar Award. Practice to Deceive won a Minnesota Book Award in 1998. Sponsored by the Friends of the Chanhassen Library. Phone: 952-227-1508 More Info: www.davidhousewright.com 

Mckeever and Rader- For the world to see: Bringing your art & vision to life on the internet Date: Saturday, October 6, 2007 Start Time: 2:00 p.m. Location: Chanhassen Branch Category: General Programming Description Join abstract artist Mike McKeever (who is exhibiting the month of October) and graphic designer Elli Rader for their presentation  "For the World to see: bringing your art and vision to life on the Internet". 
More Info: www.mck-designs.com/indexenter.htm Location Details Chanhassen Branch
Location Phone: 952-227-1500

Great Decisions Discussion Global Warming with Dr. Karlyn Eckman Date: Sunday, October 7, 2007 Start Time: 2:00 p.m. Location: Chanhassen Branch Category: General Programming Description Climate Change: How much are human practices contributing to the substantial and irreversible changes to the environment? What effect are changes to the climate having in different areas of the planet? What response can the international community adopt to lessen the impact of dramatic climate change?  
Dr. Karlyn Eckman is an adjunct professor in the College of Natural Resources and the Institute for Global Studies at the University of Minnesota. She holds a Ph.D. in Forestry and Watershed Management and a B.E.S. from the University of Minnesota and a M.A. in Development Economics from John Hopkins University. 
Great Decisions Discussions are organized nationally by the Foreign Policy Association, and locally by the Minnesota International Center. They are sponsored at the Chanhassen Library by the Friends of the Chanhassen Library. More Info: www.micglobe.org 
Location Phone: 952-227-1500

Dakota County Library

http://www.co.dakota.mn.us/LeisureRecreation/CountyLibraries/default.htm
Hot Reads for Cold Nights 2007 Hot Reads Rave Reviews
Each January and February, Dakota County Library does its best to ward off the winter blues by offering the 'Hot Reads for Cold Nights' reading club for adults. Interested grown-ups are invited to register for the program (for which they will be rewarded with a packet of goodies) and then fill out entry blanks reviewing each book they read through the course of the program. Entries are put into weekly drawings for prizes. Read what you like, when you like! Registration starts in January. See you then!
Hennepin County Library
http://www.hclib.org/pub/events/AllEventsAction.cfm?Type=U
One Book, One Community Book Discussion: "Population 485" Excelsior Library Monday, Aug. 6, 7 p.m. 
Author Michael Perry's "Population 485: Meeting Your Neighbors One Siren at a Time" captured the lives and personalities of a small-town through the eyes of a volunteer EMT. Sponsored by the Friends of the Excelsior Library in collaboration with Excelsior Bay Books.
Meet Minnesota Author Joanne Reisberg
Minnetonka Library
Wednesday, Aug. 8, 2 p.m. 
For kids entering grades 2-5. Reisberg, creator of Zachary Zormer, master of math and sultan of shapes, will read from "Zachary Zormer, Shape Transformer" and show you how to make your own mobius strip.
Author! Author! Michael Perry 
 Excelsior Library Wednesday, Aug. 15, 7 p.m. 
Meet humorous storyteller Perry, author of this year's One Book, One Community selection "Population 485," who will inspire with his wit and wisdom. Books and CDs will be available for purchase and signing. Sponsored by the Friends of the Excelsior Library in collaboration with the Shoreshore Center and Excelsior Bay Books. Location: Southshore Center 5735 Country Club Road Shorewood, MN 55331. His website: sneezingcow.com says it all!  Check it out!
Doug Ohman's Best Photos and Stories
Penn Lake Library
Tuesday, Sept. 11, 6 p.m. 
Plymouth Library
Tuesday, Sept. 18, 7 p.m.
Ohman, Midwest photographer of historic architecture, presents highlights of barns, churches, [image: image1.jpg]d
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courthouses, schoolhouses, homes and cabins from his "Minnesota Byways" series. Books will be available for purchase. Sponsored by the Friends of the Penn Lake Library.
Book Discussion with Guest Speakers
Penn Lake Library
Thursday, Sept. 13, 1 p.m. 
Join the Penn Lake Reading Group in a discussion of "An Inconvenient Truth" by Al Gore. Guest speakers, including a representative from the city of Bloomington, will participate. Sponsored by Hennepin County Library in collaboration with the Penn Lake Reading Group.
Creation to Publication
Edina Library
Monday, Oct. 1, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
Minnesota Book Award nominees for 2007 Roger Stelljes, Patti Frazee, Kim Ode, Mary Rose O'Reilley and Maureen Millea Smith will discuss the process of creation to publication of a book. This kicks off the Friends annual membership campaign. Sponsored by the Friends of the Edina Library.
Author! Author! John Grandits
Brooklyn Park Library
Tuesday, Oct. 2 

Wayzata Library
Tuesday, Oct. 2

Oxboro Library
Wednesday, Oct. 3
"Technically, It's Not My Fault: Concrete Poems," is the sad and funny life of Robert. In "Blue Lipstick" his big sister tells her side of the story. Meet Grandits and create some "concrete poetry" of your own. Sponsored by the Library Foundation of Hennepin County and the Friends of the Brooklyn Park Library.
Author! Author! Brian Freeman
Eden Prairie Library
Thursday, Oct. 4, 7 p.m. 
Author of psychological suspense novels featuring detectives Jonathan Stride and Serena Dial, Macavity Award-winner Freeman will read from his new book, "Stripped." Sponsored by the Friends of the Eden Prairie Library.
Author! Author! Maureen Millea Smith
Southdale Library
Thursday, Oct. 4, 7-9 p.m. 

Augsburg Park Library
Tuesday, Oct. 16, 7 p.m.
Edina Library librarian Millea Smith will read from her first novel, "When Charlotte Comes Home." This Minnesota Book Award-winning novel deals with unspoken and unrequited love, loss of life and innocence, change and changing times.

Author! Author! Deborah Woodworth
Excelsior Library
Monday, Oct. 8, 7 p.m. 
Friends' annual meeting at 6 p.m. (election of officers) precedes Woodworth's amusing stories about the research for her Shakers Mystery series. Catch a sneak preview of her new series. Books available for purchase and signing. Sponsored by the Friends of the Excelsior Library.

Author! Author! Minnesota Crime Wave
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Hopkins Library
Monday, Oct. 8, 6:30 p.m. 
Join us for an evening of mystery as Minnesota mystery authors Ellen Hart and Carl Brookins discuss their work, the mystery genre and more. Books available for purchase. Sponsored by the Friends of the Hopkins Library.

Author! Author! Shannon Olson
Wayzata Library
Monday, Oct. 8, 7 p.m. 
Olson, author of "Welcome to My Planet: Where English is Sometimes Spoken" and "Children of God Go Bowling" will talk about her writing process and read from her soon-to-be-published essay on mothers and daughters. Books available for purchase and signing. Program in celebration of Friends Membership campaign. Sponsored by the Friends of the Wayzata Library in collaboration with The Bookcase of Wayzata.

Author! Author! Catherine Clark
Eden Prairie Library
Tuesday, Oct. 9, 7 p.m. 
Clark, author of "So Inn Love" and "What's Hot" in Scholastic's "I Heart Bikinis" series, will talk about her books. You will discover some great beach reads.

Author! Author! Kim Ode
Plymouth Library
Tuesday, Oct. 9, 7 p.m. 
Ode's new book, "Baking with the St. Paul Bread Club: Recipes, Tips & Stories," shares the long-kept secrets of a rich community dedicated to the art of the perfect loaf. Sponsored by the Friends of the Plymouth Library.

Minneapolis Public Library
http://www.mpls.lib.mn.us/   click on “events and classes”
The Stuff of Thought: Steven Pinker 

Leading cognitive scientist and best-selling author Dr. Steven Pinker, named one of TIME magazine's 100 Most Influential People in The World Today, will explore "Language as a Window into Human Nature." Sponsored by The Friends and U.S. Trust. Free and open to the public. 612-630-6174 or www.friendsofmpl.org 

	Central Pohlad Hall S-280
	7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
	Thu., September 20, 2007


Ramsey County Library

http://www.ramsey.lib.mn.us/
Scott County Library   
http://www.scott.lib.mn.us/   under “activities and programs”
AUTHOR EVENT- BOOKED 4 MURDER:
Saturday, October 27 at 10:30 am, the “Booked 4 Murder” authors, Lois Greiman, C. Hyytinen, Michael Allan Mallory, and Marilyn Victor will discuss mystery writing and sign books at the Belle Plaine Library

MEET THE ARTIST- FIVE BY DESIGN
Monday, August  27 at 7 pm in the large meeting room.
The Scott County Library System is hosting the group Five By Design at the Shakopee Public Library on Monday, August 27 (7-8 pm). The appearance is in conjunction with the debut of Five By Design's "Stay Tuned" for the grand opening of Shakopee High School's 800-seat performing arts center, September 8-9.  Bring your questions and enthusiasm for the arts. The members of Five By Design look forward to personally meeting you!
MINNESOTA AUTHOR SERIES:
More information will be posted at a later date.
· Thursday, September 20 at 7 pm Armand Peterson, one of the authors of Town Ball: Glory Days of Minnesota Amateur Baseball. 

· Sunday, September 23 at 1:30 pm Booked 4 Murder Authors: Lois Greiman, C. Hyytinen, and Michael Allan Mallory and Marilyn Victor. The authors will interview each other about the craft of mystery writing. 

· Thursday, September 27 at 7 pm. Roger Stelljes, author of The St. Paul Conspiracy.   

· Thursday, October 4 at 7 pm William Swanson, author of Dial M: the Murder of Carol Thompson. 

· Tuesday, October 9 at 7 pm William Kent Krueger, author of Mercy Falls, Copper River, and many more. 

· Saturday, October 13 at 1:30 pm Faith Sullivan’s works include The Cape Ann, The Empress of One and Gardenias. 

· Sunday, October at 1:30 pm Doug Ohman will be doing a slide presentation about the Minnesota historical buildings, including churches, schools, barns, and courthouses.  

· Monday, October 22 at 7  pm Kim Ode, author of Baking with the St. Paul Bread Club and Star Tribune writer. 

· Saturday, October 27 at 1:30 pm Stanley Gordon West is the author of Until They Bring the Streetcars Back, Growing an Inch, Amos (turned in to a CBS movie of the week), and many other books. 

· Monday, October 29 at 7 pm MaryJanice Davidson, author of the Undead and… series plus series on Werewolves, Mermaids, and the Royal Family of Alaska (you read that right), and the YA series, Jennifer Scales.  

· Tuesday, October 30, 7pm,  Vincent Wyckoff, author of Beware of Cat and Other Encounters of a Letter Carrier   

St. Paul Public Library
http://www.stpaul.lib.mn.us/programs/eventscalendar.html
Washington County Public Library

http://www.co.washington.mn.us/info_for_residents/library/
Two authors will visit R. H. Stafford Library during August to talk about their books:  
Wednesday, August 15 at 7 p.m. Woodbury author and illustrator Carrie Hartman 
Tuesday, August 21 at 7 p.m.  Brother Benet Tvedten on Free and open to the public. 
Books available for purchase


Always check out these sites also:
The Loft Literary Center

http://www.loft.org
Founded in 1974 in a loft above a Minneapolis bookstore, the Loft is now the nation's largest and most comprehensive literary center, offering programs and services for readers and writers.  Check out its events calendar!

Harper Collins Author Events near You Newsletter

http://www.harpercollins.com/authors.asp?ACT=localevents
Consider signing up for publishers’ newsletters to find out when authors are coming to a town near you.

Minnesota Library Association 

http://www.mnlibraryassociation.org/
Check out the MLA web site for current information 
MELSA Workshop Events

http://www.melsa.org/member/workshop/index.cfm
If you work in the Twin Cities, remember to check the MELSA site for workshops relating to readers’ advisory.

Minnesota Humanities Commission

http://www.thinkmhc.org
Check out the monthly calendars posted at this web site for various events.  

English Department of the University of Minnesota:
http://english.cla.umn.edu/    For more events and info go to http://english.cla.umn.edu/ or call Terri Sutton at 612-626-1528.
Rochester Public Library
http://www.rochesterpubliclibrary.org/
July 28 Yuko Taniguchi (author of The Ocean in the Closet, www.yukotaniguchi.com) will be speaking at the Rochester Public Library at noon. 
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**Remember to check out your local news outlets for other
 book-related events!**
http://www.twincities.com/mld/twincities/entertainment/books/
Pioneer Press- Books

http://www.twincities.com/entertainment/ci_6084676
Pioneer Press- Literary Calendar
http://www.startribune.com/384
Star Tribune- Books page

http://www.minnesotaliterature.org/calendar.php
Minnesota Literature Newsletter
[image: image7.wmf]   
Non-obvious ways to
 enhance Reader' Advisory Knowledge:
1. Visit the Elegant Variation (British publishing; a Guardian Top 10 Literary blog): www.marksarvas.blogs.com 

2.  For YA RA, visit Ann Arbor Public Library Books blog:  www.aadl.org/catalog/books
3.  Subscribe to Resource Shelf (Resources and News for Information Professionals):  http://resourceshelf.freepint.com/
4. Subscribe to Book Trade News Digest (for news about publishing in the UK): http://forums.booktrade.info
5. Read your MLA RART Newsletter!
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Reader’s Advisory Round Table Members Suggest…

The Killing Jar by Nicola Monaghan.  A coming-of-age story set on the
council estates of Nottingham, where the author grew up.  Drug use and
child abandonment seem to have had an impact on the main characters. 
After much senseless violence and general dissipation, a happy ending of
sorts ensues.

Submitted by Barbara J. Pierce

Lately I've rediscovered my dormant love of historical mystery novels, in large part thanks to British author Rhys Bowen.  Her Molly Murphy series was mentioned in an aside on the Fiction_L listserv, and - as so often happens when I read Fiction_L - I checked our catalog and took Murphy's Law (the first in the series) home that night.  

 

At the turn of the century, Irish immigrant Molly Murphy is forced to leave Ireland when she accidentally kills her landlord's son in self-defense.  She arrives in America under an assumed name, and is immediately detained on Ellis Island when a fellow Irishman is killed.  The New York police blame a friend of Molly's, and she takes it upon herself to find the real killer.  The synopsis I've just written doesn't do the book justice - the main character is funny and strong but certainly not perfect, and the descriptions of New York City are vivid and fascinating and realistically grim.  I couldn't wait to read the second book in the series...although I couldn't help but think, "New York is so dangerous; why doesn't she move somewhere quieter, like Minnesota?"

Submitted by Katherine Stechner
The Kindness of Strangers by Katrina Kittle © 2006.  In this novel Sarah and her two sons, Nate and Danny, are trying to make their way in the world without their Dad.  Danny's friend, Jordon, is being sexually abused by his parents while Jordan's mom and Danny's mom are best friends.  Jordan's parents are arrested and convicted and Jordan moves in with Danny and his family.  This is a real page turner with much to discuss in a book discussion.  Be aware of the topic (pedophiles) and language although the story is about Danny's life after the discovery and his assimilation back into school and making friends.

Kabul Beauty School: an American woman goes behind the veil by Deborah Rodrigues © 2007.  Deborah decides to leave an abusive marriage and start a new life adventure.  With many donations of product and money she goes to Afghanistan to open a beauty school.  With much trial and error and many heart stopping events she continues her pursuit of helping women find careers and self worth in a country torn and in upheaval.

Submitted by Jane Stein
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Fun home:  a family tragicomic by Alison Bechdel.

Alison Bechdel, who writes the syndicated comic strip “Dykes to Watch Out For,” chronicles her coming of age (and, eventually, out) in graphic novel form.  The Fun Home of the title is her family’s funeral home.  This was only the second graphic novel I have read—it’s not my favorite genre—but it was so readable, such a page turner, 
and so laugh-out-loud funny, that I wouldn’t hesitate to suggest it to a reader who isn’t sure whether or not they would enjoy a graphic novel.  
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Banishing Verona by Margot Livesey

Zeke and Verona meet and connect but then, in a complicated set of circumstances, lose track of each other.  Set in London and Boston, this is an unusual love story between an interior house painter and a radio show host.  The characters are endearing in spite of their myriad faults.

The Echo Maker by Richard Powers
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An eerie juxtaposition of natural history and human dynamics, the Echo Maker is a page turner.  Set near the Platte River in Nebraska, this book is full of information about sand hill cranes and neurology in addition to being a fascinating study of human emotions.   I wasn’t too thrilled with some of the characterizations (the neurologist’s wife’s conversational style was too weird to be true), but the story moved quickly and the ending paid off—I never guessed who wrote the note.  


Submitted by Barbara J. Pierce

I’ve recently finished listening to Water for Elephants and thoroughly enjoyed it.  The story is told using two narrators, one for Jacob Jankowski as a young man, and the other for Jacob as a man of ninety (or is it ninety-three).  The story shifts back and forth from the present day to the 1930s, with the author, Sara Gruen, painting a startlingly gritty picture of circus life.  You’re going to love the elephant.

Submitted by Karla Businaro

Year by the Sea by Joan Anderson. 

This memoir intrigued me as so few people could actually take a year away from their usual lives. Joan’s husband has to move with his job, their children have left home so Joan, a writer, decides she will take a year, live in their cottage at Cape Cod, to learn more about herself. She learns about clams, works in a fish market, swims with seals, enjoys nature, and by the end of the year is re-united with her husband, who retired. Joan now gives workshops so that other can profit from her experience.

Submitted by Christine Cundall

Crooked Little Vein by Warren Ellis is not for the weak of heart.  An exploration of America's seedier side, a fast-paced and funny adventure, and a strangely sweet love story all rolled into one, it is his first novel.  Ellis is best known for his work writing graphic novels such as Global Frequency, Transmetropolitan, and NextWave.  His storytelling is always exciting and provocative but can make some people uncomfortable because of the way he explores sexuality and violence.

 

Submitted by Jody Wurl

In between reading the Stephanie Plum series by Janet Evanovich, I have discovered Fiona Buckley’s heroin, Ursula Blanchard.  The series contains eight historical mysteries which take place during Queen Elizabeth I’s court.  I love history, but this has never been a time period I was very interested in.  There have been great books and movies about QEI life and times, but I have never felt the need to venture beyond the movies.  So why was this series so appealing for me? Because Ursula has to be the foremother of Stephanie Plum!  Both women have a drive and gumption that I find irresistible, as well as attitude befitting their time periods.  While Ursula is a bit more mature than Stephanie, she still finds herself in predicaments that maybe she shouldn’t be in.  The plots can be seemingly intricate, yet each book in the series is a fast read, another similarity to the Plum series.  And there is history thrown into the mix.  So not only are you enjoying a recreational read, you may also learn a little history along the way. To Shield the Queen is the first in the series, and it is best to start here and follow them in order.  (The Doublet Affair, Queen's Ransom, To Ruin a Queen, Queen of Ambition, A Pawn for a Queen, The Fugitive Queen, and The Siren Queen)
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