Reader’s Advisory Round Table

Summary 2005
The Reader’s Advisory Round Table of the Minnesota Library Association had another successful year of providing a forum for the discussion of adult and young adult books, both fiction and non-fiction.  Organized to share information about books and authors from the point of view of reader's advisory services in public libraries, it provides opportunities for librarians to share techniques and expertise in book talking and on-the-spot reader's advisory service. 

The Steering Committee members are Nancy Alsop (Viking Library System), Leona Carlson (Hennepin County Library), Christine Cundall (Minneapolis Public Library) has been the Co-Chair and will serve as Chair in 2006; Michele McGraw (Hennepin County Library), Angie Noyes (Washington County Library) is the 2005 Chair; Luann Phillipich (Dakota County Library), Katherine Stecher (Rochester Public Library), and Jody Wurl (Hennepin County Library).  Advisory Steering Committee member: Sarah Nagle (Carver County Library). 
The RART held its annual Reader’s Retreat at the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum on May 14.  Attendance at the Retreat was 28.  The theme for this year’s retreat was escapism; each session represented various aspects of this theme to provide both professional and personal learning opportunities and growth to the attendees, 
· Readable Classics


We broke free from the reference desk for a few hours and reminded ourselves of the classics.  
· Lois McMaster Bujold

We escaped into the imagined worlds of Fantasy and Science Fiction. 

Lois, a nationally known local author, read from her writings, and spoke on Science Fiction and Fantasy genres.
· Catherine Watson

We left the end of winter for exciting places. We traveled the globe with Catherine who had recently retired from her position of senior travel writer at the Star Tribune. 

The RART sponsored or co-sponsored the following sessions at the 2005 MLA Conference in Minneapolis:

· Professional Writing 101 for Librarians
· Journalist and Author Jim Klobuchar

· Minnesota Author Erin Hart

· One Book One Conference- Pete Hautman

· Keynote Luncheon – Pete Hautman

Once again the RART was responsible for preparing the reading guide for the One Conference One Book title.  This year the discussion was turned into a program session and was well attended, the author of our title, Pete Hautman, was able to participate also.  The third annual Reader’s Advisory Happy Hour was held at the restaurant Nochee. Despite bad weather that evening,  many devoted RA practitioners and non-practitioners arrived for the event, which is intended to be part business meeting and part opportunity for conference participants to share great titles .

RART has continued its presence on the MLA website, which was started a year ago by the steering committee.  The latest resource for RART members is a quarterly newsletter.  Three publications have been produced already this year thanks to steering committee members Jody Wurl and Leona Carlson.
