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Welcome to the third edition of the MLA’s RART quarterly newsletter.  Feel free to share resources, events, and ideas with your colleagues by submitting them for inclusion in the next issue.  Please email your submissions to jwurl@hclib.org
Here’s our publication schedule:

January (content due Dec. 1) 
April (content due March 1) 
July (content due June 1) 
October (content due Sept. 1)



Readers Advisory sponsored programs at MLA

RART’s 3rd Annual Happy Hour @ Nochee

One stormy fall night over a dozen librarians gathered on the edge of downtown Minneapolis to discuss books and be merry.  Luckily the storm held off until everyone had finished eating, and the group discussion had died down.  This year each Happy Hour attendee shared a “favorite book” to recommend to patrons.  The variety was good, and included some non-fiction. (Please see RART web pages for complete list of titles mentioned.)  The merriment was interrupted by the group’s waitress informing the librarians that a tornado warning had been issued for the area. Now I am not sure if it was the age of the attendees or just too much fun was occurring, but for some reason the group did not understand the severity of the announcement- thinking instead it was a tornado warning.  You never know what can happen when you mix librarians and food.
Minnesota Author Erin Hart

Erin Hart, author of Haunted Ground and Lake of Sorrows, impressed attendees at her session with the depth of the research behind her books.  She showed slides of Ireland's bogs and other scenic features, as well as items in the Irish museums that helped with the development of her novels.  She also shared the story of the journey which led her to becoming a writer and getting her first novel published.  Her fans eagerly await the release of her third novel featuring Nora Gavin and Cormac Maguire.

Writer Jim Klobuchar


Jim Klobuchar, a Minnesota treasure, charmed his audience with stories of his many years as a columnist for the Minneapolis Star & Tribune and his life after retirement.  He obviously had determined that the main purpose of his visit to MLA was not to plug his new book, Walking Briskly toward the Sunset, but rather to stress how important books, reading and education have been in his life's journey.  He told touching stories of the dedicated librarians and teachers from his childhood who influenced his choices later in life.  Whether sharing his experiences of dating on an AARP card, covering the early years of the Vikings, or managing his daugher Amy's lawn-sign campaign, Mr. Klobuchar offered a light-hearted look at getting older--would that we could all manage the task and maintain his sense of humor!
Professional Writing 101 for Librarians

Three local professionals, Christine Heppermann, Joey Halbach and Lucy Vilankulu, shared their knowledge and tips on writing reviews, and press releases for the newspaper at this well attended session. Christine, who writes for the Star Tribune and Horn Book among others, stated what many of us have found-- that writing short reviews or annotations is more difficult than writing longer ones. She is always careful to include her opinion. Lucy edits Minnesota Literature, www.minnesotaliterature.org. She finds looking at an author’s other works, their reviews and perhaps a review of the current work helpful. Joey, a public librarian, explained her approach to getting library events in the local press. What, where, when, who, and why (the 5 w’s) contain the crucial information for the press release. Another important tip is to contact the paper and ask what they need and when. A thesaurus was the tool mentioned by each. 
One Book One Conference – Godless by Pete Hautman

This year we changed the format of the One Book One Conference.  We actually had a session for the discussion! The program went very well, and we were pleased to be joined by the author of this year’s title, Pete Hautman.  The attendance was just the right size for us to gather together in circle and discuss the book.  Mr. Hautman was gracious with his time, participated in the discussion and answered our questions.  He even had some questions for us, dealing with the issues such as how was the book being received in the libraries and whether we have had any challenges from readers or patrons with the title or content.  The group concurred that at the moment this has not been an issue.  He mentioned that one school invited him to speak but asked him to discuss one of his earlier works, even though Godless had just won the National Book Award; they felt the subject matter of Godless may have elicited negative feedback from parents.

Mr. Hautman shared with the group that as a teen he liked James Bond, comic books, best sellers, mysteries, science fiction and Ann Rand (although he said he became disenchanted with Rand later.) He mentioned that he writes organically, in that there is no outline for a book. He is anticipating having 3 new books out in the next year, one for adults about a woman poker player, one for YA called Rash set 70 years in the future and a mystery aimed at middle grades entitled Snatched.

Summary has been provided by Luann Phillipich, Christine Cundall, Connie Henderson and Angie Noyes.
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Some Cool Web Sites
Remember to bookmark useful RA web sites for yourself as well as to send them to this newsletter to share with others.

Leona Carlson attended a readers’ advisory event this summer called “The Care and Feeding of Book Groups” with the presenter Ellen Baker of  J.W. Beecroft Books & Coffee, Superior, Wisconsin  www.jwbeecroft.com
Ellen Baker discussed successes and problems in promoting local book clubs to a couple of dozen staff members from libraries throughout the state at Branch Out held in Duluth in August.  She gave advice about what to consider in providing a home for the book club, choosing books, working with authors, as well as suggested reading on book clubs.  Listed below are the many web sites she recommends.  The most enjoyable part of the workshop was the lively discussion as librarians shared their real stories and experiences.

www.readinggroupchoices.com
www.bookreporter.com
www.readerscircle.org
www.bookmuse.com
www.harpercollins.com/invitetheauthor
www.brcphonechats.com
www.bookclubreader.com
www.hyperionselect.com
www.twbookmark.com
www.randomhouse.com/vintage/read
Favorite authors’ websites, especially regional authors:

e.g. Adriana Trigiani (www.adrianatrigiani.com)

       Donna Woolfolk Cross (www.popejoan.com)
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Some Great Articles
Share interesting articles with your colleagues by submitting them to this quarterly newsletter.  They don’t all have to be on the web.  You can also send in a citation and have us use some of those great resources we have at work!

“Online Book-Clubbing Made Easy Technology allows libraries to capitalize on the citywide book craze sweeping the nation”, American Libraries, September 2005, by Neal Starkey
Helpful advice on active “one book community” promotions.

 “Adult Fiction Reading”, Reference & User Services Quarterly, Spring 2005, volume 44, issue 3, pages 220-231 by Jessica Moyer.

http://search.epnet.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&an=17643897
“This article examines the articles, books, theses and reports published from 1995 to June 2003 in the areas of cataloging and classification of fiction books, browsing and selection of fiction by readers, user studies of readers, and adult readers’ advisory services. … Nearly half of the more than 180 books, articles and theses looked at for this paper was published in Europe, Australia, and New Zealand.” (Edited from abstract)
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What’s Happening around the State

Please submit info on book-related events for the next issue of this quarterly newsletter.  The next edition will cover October, November, and December 2005.

Minnesota Humanities Commission

http://www.thinkmhc.org/Calendar/october.htm
Check out the monthly calendars posted at this web site for various events.  

Hennepin County Library’s Pen Pal Lecture Series http://www.hclib.org/pub/info/support/penpals2005_06/
Luminaries such as Alexander McCall Smith (Nov. 2 & 3), author of the No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency books, and Khaled Hosseini (Nov. 30, Dec. 1), author of The Kite Runner, will be speaking in Minneapolis.
The Loft Literary Center

http://www.loft.org/calendar.htm
Founded in 1974 in a loft above a Minneapolis bookstore, the Loft is now the nation's largest and most comprehensive literary center, offering programs and services for readers and writers.  Check out its events calendar!

Harper Collins Author Events Near You Newsletter

http://www.harpercollins.com/authors.asp?ACT=localevents
Consider signing up for publishers’ newsletters to find out when authors are coming to a town near you.

Esther Frier Endowed Lectured Series in Literature

*Events take place at the University of MN, Twin Cities
October 19 meet Philip Levine, October 25 meet David Bradley, December 2 meet Arielle Greenberg and Rachel Zucker.  Contact Terri Sutton at sutt0063@umn.edu for more details.

Remember to check out your local news outlets for other book-related events!
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Share Notes from Events You Attend!
Submitted by Leona Carlson

Here are some notes from an event I attended.  The Association of College and Resource Libraries annual conference brought many librarians from around the country and some from around the world to the Minneapolis Convention Center April 7-10.  On the opening day a meet up activity provided new members an opportunity to become acquainted with each other using a “Notable bingo” exercise where participants exchanged answers to a number of personal questions of which included “favorite book”.  Curiosity motivated me to learn what this intelligent group of people found inspired reading.  Completed bingo sheets could be submitted for a prize so I made some inquiries and learned how I might be able to see the completed ones.  This is a list of titles I could decipher from the 38 complete forms shared.  My guess is around 200 participated all together.     
Favorite book from ACRL (* selected more than once)

The Bible
*Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck 

Everything is Illuminated by Jonathan Foer
Where the Wild Thing Are by Maurice Sendak
White Teeth by Zadie Smith
Seabiscuit by Laura Hillenbrand
*Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte
The Swish of the Curtain by Pamela Brown
Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe 

*House of the Spirits by Isabelle Allende
Gotham by Edwin G. Burrows
Mansfield Park by Jane Austen
Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens
Slowing Down to the Speed of Life by Richard Carlson
*Anything by J.A. Jance

House by Tracy Kidder

To the Lighthouse by Virginia Woolf

The Killer Angels by Michael Shaara
One Hundred Years of Solitude by Gabriel Garcia Marquez
The Eighth Day by John Case
Third Life of Grange Copland by Alice Walker
Red Balloon by Albert Lamousse

My Antonia by Willa Cather
Between Two Rivers by Nicholas Rinaldi
A Confederacy of Dunces by John Kennedy Toole
The Alibi by Joseph Kanon
Middlemarch by George Eliott
*Possession by A.S. (Antonio Susan) Byatt 

Anything by Wally Amos
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Round Table Member Suggest…

Nancy Alsop, Viking Library System
Leona Carlson, Hennepin County Library
My most satisfying summer read has been Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini.  Fortunately, it is now in paperback.  Very touching and fulfilling.  A popular book group selection as it lends well to an enlightened discussion.

Christine Cundall, Minneapolis Public Library
The Firemaker by Peter May 
Margaret Campbell, a forensic pathologist, welcomed an opportunity to lecture in China escaping from a crumbling life in Chicago. As an expert in burn victims she is invited to perform an autopsy on a probable suicide. The suicide turns into murder, Margaret learns about "mianzi" losing face; readers learn about China; police detective Li Yan and Margaret learn to work together, and I assume the mystery is solved. (I have not yet finished this compelling book.) 

Michele McGraw, Hennepin County Library
Sarah Nagle, Carver County Library 

I’ve read two good nonfiction books lately – the first is Martha Washington : an American life (2005) by Patricia Brady.  It’s a fascinating portrait of an unassuming yet powerful woman who was an equal partner with her husband.  Tidewater Virginia, the Revolution, and the first presidency are all brought to life here.  Another recent biography of her is Martha Washington : first lady of liberty (2002) by Helen Bryan.

 

The second is A history of the world in 6 glasses by Tom Standage (technology editor for The Economist).  What’s your favorite beverage – beer, wine, spirits, coffee, tea, or cola?  No matter; according to the author; all six had plenty to do with shaping the world across the centuries.  For those of you who can’t get started without your morning coffee, you may be pleased to know that coffee sharpened 18th century wits and led to significant intellectual progress – prior to that, much of Europe was in a slightly drunken stupor because water was unsafe to drink so many people drank wine or beer instead!!  Who knew?

Angie Noyes, Washington County Public Library 

Luann Phillipich, Dakota County Library
Linda Ellerbee’s  Take Big Bites: Adventures Around the World and Across the Table 

delivers a very pleasing combination of travel memoir, food writing, and Baby Boomer how-to-age-well manual.  She's funny and philosophical, sharing many "aha!" moments.

Katherine Stecher, Rochester Public Library
Jody L. Wurl, Hennepin County Library 

I’m reading local writer Adam Stemple’s books.  He got a starred review for his first adult novel, Singer of Souls, an extremely dark urban fantasy.  He also has a great YA novel he co-wrote with his mother Jane Yolen called Pay the Piper: a Rock ‘n’ Roll Fairy Tale which is a riff on the Pied Piper of Hamelin.
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