Notes from RART Retreat May 3, 2008
Comics:

1930-40’s Pulp and adventure stories

1934- comic strips combined into book form

1934-1938 Platinum Age
1938- Superman appears

1938-early 1950’s Golden Age
Corruption of American youth sees the

1954 “Comic Code” put into place- voluntary code system to protect comic books  “Seduction of Youth”

1956-early 1990’s Silver Age
1960’s- Robert Cram brought in the alternative comics, ie. sex  .  Turn to small presses

1970-1980’s Bronze Age
1970- Marvel comics breaks the mode of superhero by having ordinary people change into super people with Spiderman and the Fantastic Four.

1980’s- Saw the rise of the direct sales – no longer have to go to comic book stores.  And digitalization revolutionized color- more color to use than the three old standbys- blue, red, yellow.
1986+ Iron or Modern Age
1990’s-“Mylar Age” / “speculation phase” collecting begins

Trends:
Undergrounds Comics 1960-70’s

Alternative comics 1960’s and 70’s

Small Press

Mini comics

Christopher Jones- guest speaker

Five people involved in comics (and in manga)  writer, penciller/artist, inker, letterist, colorist.

A comic book script looks a lot like a film script.  The format and how it’s written gives the artist the clues to make the story visual.  The writer scripts what is happening in the scene/panel

An aside:The 1960’s Stan Lee changes this variation to have more control over the comics.  First he introduced characters with “feet of clay,” they had human problems and brought a more soap opera quality to the comics: Spiderman= troubled teen; xmen= puberty, minority issues, outcasts; fantastic 4= dysfunctional family life. Second, he scripted the outline or plot of the story, then turned it over to the artists, then he went back and added the text.  This allowed his characters to be apart of shared universe giving a commonality to all his comics- giving him ultimate control.—makes you want to buy all of them to get the entire story and substories.
Sometimes a script is one story and sometimes it is serialized.

A penciller has to take a script and break it down to one page and it does not need to look good, but just tell the story. And also sets the captions and dialogue boxes. The penciller sets the costumes, lighting, etc.

Pencillers and inkers still draw traditionally, take a look at “The DC Comics Guide to Inking Comics” to see some examples.  But the stages after this are often done on a computer.  The coloring is often done in “Photoshop.” 
The letterist is often done using the program “Illustration.”  They use fonts that replicate the handwriting from the “old” comics-like using all caps because it was thought easier for people to read.  They will also use different type fonts depending on whose talking.  
The assembly line process is all about making the story look good and often you don’t see the others involved.  In the old days everyone needed to live near eachother.  Now you can e-mail your work to the next person.  

MN Comic Book convention meets twice a year, this is great for people who work in the industry to get to meet eachother.

Some artists are now inking digitally, this can often take longer to tighten up the artwork.

Graphic novels are a format not a genre.

Genre’s within comic books: 
superhero=superman, batman, wonder woman this genre died off around WWII

Romance=archie
Western

War=gi joe
Speculation Boom or Mylar Phase, 1990’s, happened when baby boomers began collecting the 1st issues of the comics launched in the “golden age of comic”.  These collectors now have the $$ and want to relieve their youths (paper drives during war meant comic books were disposable so not many exits from the 40’s).  

At the same time publishing houses began chasing away readers with “variant covers” to make $, like hologram covers.  First issues of these were bought, which made money for the publisher, but so many were bought that a collecting item they are nearly worthless.
Direct distribution market” began selling to specialty stores and not to newsstands and supermarkets (which they had to pay to get premium space on the shelf).  By selling to the specialty stores it makes it much harder for new younger readers to be captured for reading comics.
Movies from comics:

Ghost world

Road to Perdition

Batman

Christopher does the penciling for “Batman Strikes” a comic for younger readers

One of his concerns is that marketing is not done towards this readership, so how are they going to attract new readers? They are always chasing after the kids, but current dedicated readership is adults

“Archie” is still sold at grocery stores

Comics that are moving into trade paperbacks in bookstores are doing well.

Money drives whether a comic will be in black and white or color; though artists can make that artist decision sometimes.
Web comics are another topic.

Scott McCloud a scientist wrote a book entitled “Reinventing Comics,”  Christopher found his “concepts mind blowing”  McCloud did a lecture last year at MCAD that was sold out.

Modern comic for youth: “The Showcase”- DC, “The Essentials”- Marvel

The older comics are more kid friendly

“Diamond Preview Catalog”- major distribution for selling comics.

Manga
Guest speakers Anna Waltz- writer, major collector on manga and manga enthusiast


And Rebecca Marjesdatter former librarian and manga enthusiast

Background:

Manga is dates back to the 1600’s

Manga is the art of telling stories in pictures

Modern manga after WWII: Astroboy by Tezuka; Kimba the White Lion, (Tezuka was influenced by or used Betty Boop and Disney for his drawings)
Shoujo= girls

Shounen-boys

Rise of shoujo manga post WWII, most of this manga for girls was drawn by males

In the 1960’-70’s rise of Japanese female artists called the “Group of 49” or the “Year 24”   because these women were born in 1949 or the japenese year 24.  They formed small communities or groups of artists that worked together to create shoujo manga.

Today most shoujo is written my women with topics of interest for girls

Manga stories are more than just superheroes

There are female characters that the female readers can identify with

Manga is arranged by gender rather than age. Then it is arranged by title(series) it not important who the author is.  In Japan it is arranged by gender, then publisher, then title.
Tankobon is what we have in libraries, single titled volumes

The standard procedure for the life of manga:


Starts out as monthly, then published as a tankobon, then if really popular gets it’s own anime series


There are some that go backwards, start out as anime or videogame and then move to tankobon.

Doujinshi- amateur press zines.  They take off from a major trademark character, like Harry Potter. A group of artist who do this are called “the circle” there are too many individuals to legally go after. It is considered an homage to the original work, and a compliment if your characters are used this way.  Many manga artists get their start doing this kind of work.
One group or “circle” is Sakura, they have been together or in circle for over the last 12 years.  They created the “clamp eyes” look- doey dreaming eyes.  One of their zines is “X/1999”

Once the anime has come out and becomes really popular, they begin publishing art books- books on the art of that particular series artwork.  From there you then get source books, which include pictures from the manga or anime series and lots of technical detail drawings and information for the uber fan.
Catagories: also see attached list

Yaoi- tends to be for the older-adult girls

Shounen- for boys, sports, martial arts, samari, tokagawa era, themes of “I have to get stronger” or “be the top martial artist”

Pentai- pornographic material

Magical Girl/ mahoshoujo- “sailor moon”

Gothloli- “gothic Lolita” w/o much of the connotation of Lolita; generally very chaise, Victorian in clothing/appearance, old fashion/proper.  “Rozan Maiden” is one such manga.  This also refers to a style of dress going on in Japan now.

Moe-cute stories of little girls for boys to men, slightly creepy factor.

***important to watch ratings of books when suggesting titles or purchasing.

Language that is used in manga and meaning:


Sempai- upper class man

Kohahi-under class man

Same- respect

Chan- diminutive for girls- “little”  or used if a boy and girl area in a relationship
Kun- dude

San-neutral mr. or mrs.

Sensei- teacher, respected person
Hime- princess

Gender bending began in shoujo- anime of this nature “Utera” and “Princess Princess”
***watch out: relative ages for characters do not always imply actual age.  Characters are often drawn to look younger than they really are- therefore content will be of a more adult nature.

Nudity in manga often refers to transformations as well as bathing.

There is a lot of smoking and drinking in manga, many taboos get broken in this format.
Text novels that are being published in manga are often not rated.

ShojoBeat magazine presents new shoujo series that are coming out.
