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Welcome to the 13th edition of the MLA’s RART newsletter.
Feel free to share resources, events, and ideas with your colleagues by submitting them for inclusion in the next issue. 
 Please email your submissions to angie.noyes@co.washington.mn.us
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RART @ MLA Conference November 2008

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 19
8:30-10:00p.m.
MLA Business Meetings:

Readers Advisory Roundtable (RART)

Happy Hour

THURSDAY November 20
8:00-9:15
One Conference, One Book Discussion: Defect
(RART, CYP, PLD, ARLD)

The One Book, One Conference session is a joint effort between the Readers Advisory Round table and MLA’s president to choose a title for the MLA community to read. The session offers an opportunity to discuss the book amongst ourselves and with its author Will Weaver. Discussion questions and information about the author will be provided at the conference and also will be found on the MLA Website.

—Jody Wurl, discussion facilitator, Hennepin County Library

10:00-11:15
When Love Hurts: Taking the Pain Out of Romance RA

(RART, RASS, PLD)

Romance can be an awkward genre to conduct RA in for both librarians and patrons. This session will give attendees a crash course in the Romance genre and some of its more popular subgenres, examine the genre’s popularity and reader base, give some tips on making the library and reference staff more user-friendly for romance readers, and feature a discussion with some popular local authors. Attendees will come away with several tools for future use: romance resources for librarians and patrons and assorted annotated reading lists to use with patrons.

—Jennifer Brannen, Library Associate, St Paul Public Library

1:30-2:45 
50 in 75 Book Talks   (RART, PLD, CYP, LMRT, RASS)

The Readers Advisory Round Table presents 50 titles (or more) in 75 minutes. Take five librarians, ask them to talk about 50 titles in 5 different areas, and it’s book heaven! We’ll cover new and interesting titles and maybe one or two old favorites in Romance, Literary Fiction, YA, Mysteries, and WWII. RA is one of the toughest and enjoyable aspects of librarianship. Whether you are a daily or occasional practitioner of RA, we all can use new titles to share with our patrons. We just can’t read everything, so book talks like this help spread knowledge.
-- Jennifer Brannen, St. Paul Library; Sarah Nagle, Carver County Library; Barbara Pierce, St. Paul Public Library; Jody Wurl, Hennepin County Library; with Angie Noyes, Washington County Library as moderator.
3:30-4:45
Inspirational Fiction   (RART, PLD, RASS)

Can’t think of what to recommend in this specific genre? Come to this session designed to be an in-depth introduction for librarians to Christian/inspirational books with highlights on key authors and book talking of popular titles in this genre.

—Sharon Hinck, author, and Jody Wurl, Hennepin County Library

FRIDAY November 21
9:30- 10:45  Jumpstart RA   (RART, PLD, RASS)

Are you feeling overwhelmed by the myriad of new reader's advisory tools available?  Are the mile-long waiting lists for recent bestsellers leaving library patrons discouraged?  Are you tired of weeding wonderful titles because they get lost in the stacks and simply don't circulate?  Join us for a discussion on how to promote your library's fiction and nonfiction backlist using a variety of simple, inexpensive, indirect RA tools: booklists, displays, websites and much more.

—Katherine Stecher, Readers Services Division, Rochester Public Library

Also, check out our new page on the MLA website:

http://www.mnlibraryassociation.org/mla_new/subunits/rart/sub_rart_about.shtml
Although it's in a state of transition, we have started blogging! 
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Web Stuff:
Children’s Book Council   http://www.cbcbooks.org/contacts/

The CBC provides links below to authors and illustrators of children's books who are published by our member publishers and whose web pages showcase these books. We also provide Publisher Contacts for author and illustrator visits.
DNA of Literature   http://www.theparisreview.org/literature.php
Assembled by the Paris Review this website is an archive of the journal's famous interviews with world authors. They plan to eventually have their entire author interviews available free of charge. Currently available are interviews from the 50's, 60's and 70's.
http://ilovelibraries.org/   From ALA, great news bits about libraries around the country.  Check out the “Booklist's Book Group Buzz”.
BLOGs:

Ann Arbor District Library www.aadl.org/catalog/books
http://literatehousewife.wordpress.com/  “Although I am literate, I’m not literally a housewife. I live in Virginia, act as a Senior Business Systems Analyst during the day, and live as a wife and mother of two young daughters by night. Oh, and did I mention that I love to read?”  
http://librarianavengers.org/  “About this site: Want to be a librarian? Got chutzpah? This is the blog for you.”
[image: image4.wmf]
Some Great Articles

Bette Midler. Vanity Fair; Aug2008 Issue 576, p160-160, 1p, 1 color 

The article presents an interview with entertainer Bette Midler. Asked about her tastes in literature, she notes that her favorite authors are Vladimir Nabokov and P.G. Wodehouse. Her idea of perfect happiness involves a good book and her favorite fictitious character is Ignatius J. Reilly. On the topic of her achievements, Midler feels that her greatest work is her daughter, Sophie.

Coping Assistance vs. Readers' Advisory. Ya-Ling Lu1 Children & Libraries: The Journal of the Association for Library Service to Children; Spring2008, Vol. 6 Issue 1, p15-22, 8p, 2 charts. The article discusses how readers' advisory services may be used to help children cope with problems or issues. Readers' advisory services are defined and a brief history of advisory practices in libraries is presented. Anecdotes are provided which focus on coping assistance provided by libraries in the wake of national disasters including the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks and Hurricane Katrina in August 2005. The article discusses frequently asked coping questions, services or activities provided by children's librarians to help children cope with personal difficulties, and the similarities between helping children cope and traditional readers' advisory services.

On The Coffee Table. Discover; Aug2008, Vol. 29 Issue 8, p74-74, 0p, 1 color Vinge, Vernor, Taleb, Nassim. The article reports on what books futurist author Vernor Vinge is reading. Among the books and authors he is reading are "Matter" by Iain M. Banks, "The Black Swan: The Impact of the Highly Improbable" by Nassim Taleb, and other books by science-fiction writers Charles Stross and Karl Schroeder.

Reading Maps Remake RA. By: Wyatt, Neal. Library Journal, 11/1/2006, Vol. 131 Issue 18, p38-42, 5p, 1 diagram, 1 map; (AN 22977268) The article discusses the use of reading maps in readers' advisory (RA) services. Reading maps move beyond the traditional "read alike" formula by charting the myriad associations and themes contained in a book to other media with shared commonalties. A sample portion of a reading map for the book "Jonathan Strange & Mr. Norrell" by Susanna Clarke is included.
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What’s Happening Around the State

Twin Cities Libraries

Anoka County Library 
http://www.anoka.lib.mn.us/ click on “What’s Happening”
Authors Ellen Hart: will speak at 1:30 pm on Saturday, November 1 at the Northtown Library in Blaine. 
Lorna Landvik: will speak at 1:30 pm on Saturday, November 22 at the Rum River Library in Anoka.

Carver County Library 

http://www.carverlib.org/ click on “view all events”

Dakota County Library

http://www.co.dakota.mn.us/LeisureRecreation/CountyLibraries/default.htm
Hennepin County Library
http://www.hclib.org/pub/events/AllEventsAction.cfm?Type=U
Make a Mini Comic! Roosevelt Library  Nov. 20, 3:30–5 p.m. or call 612.630.6590.
From writing a story to stapling it all together, an expert will walk you through the process of creating a mini comic in this two-part series. You'll leave with 10 copies of your very own comic!  Sponsored by the Friends of Minneapolis Public Library; Presented in collaboration with the Cartoonist Conspiracy.
Open Book: A Brand New World of Reading Minneapolis Central Library  Wednesday, Dec. 3, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. or call 612.630.6000. Introduction to optional character reading (OCR) scanning for low-vision and blind writers and readers with Open Book software. Held in the Adaptive Technology Lab.  Sponsored by the Digital Inclusion Fund of the Minneapolis Foundation.
American Girls Story Reading With Hannah Olson Nokomis Library  Saturday, Nov. 15, 11 a.m. – 12 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 20, 11 a.m. – 12 p.m. For kids in preschool and up. Hannah Olson reads from the American Girls stories. She makes the stories come alive. 
Author Talk: Catherine Watson Ridgedale Library  Tuesday, Nov. 18, 7 p.m. 
Watson, former StarTribune senior travel editor, will read and discuss her latest book, "Home on the Road: Further Dispatches From the Ends of the Earth,” which was nominated for a 2008 Minnesota Book Award. Books available for purchase and signing. 
Sponsored by the Friends of the Ridgedale Library.
Ethiopia Reads: An Evening With Yohannes Gebregeorgis Minneapolis Central Library  Tuesday, Nov. 25, 6–8 p.m. 
A native of Ethiopia and children’s literacy advocate, Gebregeorgis will share his personal journey about his work setting up libraries and promoting reading in Ethiopia. Gebregeorgis was recently honored as a CNN Hero of the Week, which recognized his work to bring positive global change by empowering children through education. Books available for purchase.  Sponsored by the Friends of Minneapolis Public Library.
Author Talk: Tracy Nelson Maurer Minneapolis Central Library  Saturday, Nov. 29, 2–4 p.m. For kids in grade 2 and up. Maurer, author of the picture book "Storm Codes" and other children's and adult nonfiction, will discuss and demonstrate the writing process from idea and research to sentence structure and design to printing and production in a hands-on, interactive format.

Author Talk: Lorna Landvik Ridgedale Library  Monday, Dec. 1, 7 p.m.  Landvik is the best-selling author of "Patty Jane's House of Curl" and "Angry Housewives Eating Bon Bons." Landvik will read from her new novel "'Tis the Season!" Books available for purchase and signing.  Sponsored by the Friends of the Ridgedale Library.

First Pages: Taking Your Great Idea From Brainstorm to Page Oxboro Library  Monday, Dec. 1, 6:30–7:30 p.m. 
 call 952.847.5775. Do you have a great idea for a book? Learn tips for getting that idea down on paper. You also will discover resources to keep you focused and motivated.   Presented in collaboration with the Loft Literary Center.
Author Talk: M.T. Anderson Southdale Library  Wednesday, Dec. 10, 5:30 p.m.  For teens in grade 7 and up Presentation by the author of "Feed" and "The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing," (2006 National Book Award Winner for Young People's Literature and Los Angeles Times Book Prize winner) follows a special reception hosted by library Teen Action Groups from throughout the county. Books available for purchase and signing.  Sponsored by the Friends of Minneapolis Public Library; Funded by grants and gifts to the Library Foundation of Hennepin County; Sponsored by the Friends of the Southdale Library; Sponsored by the Friends of the Edina Library.
Talk of the Stacks: M.T. Anderson Minneapolis Central Library  Thursday, Dec. 11, 7 p.m.  For all ages. Doors open at 6:15 p.m.; seating is first come, first served. Anderson is the award-winning author of several books for children and young adults, including "The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing," (2006 National Book Award Winner for Young People's Literature) and "Feed," (2002 finalist for the National Book Award and Los Angeles Times Book Prize winner). Hosted by Teen Central's Teen Advisory Group.  Sponsored by the Friends of Minneapolis Public Library; Sponsored by the Presenting sponsor: U.S. Trust. Additional support: The Rake and Magers and Quinn Booksellers.
Ramsey County Library

http://www.ramsey.lib.mn.us/



Scott County Library 
http://www.scott.lib.mn.us/ under “activities and programs”
St. Paul Public Library
http://www.stpaul.lib.mn.us/programs/
Sunday, November 16, 2:00 p.m. - Central Library Magazine Room. Presented by Jack Zipes, Dean of Fairy Tales, Author, Activist, Master Storyteller. The greatest European folklorist of the 19th century, Giuseppe Pitrè wrote over forty books and collected hundreds of fairy tales, legends, and myths. Professor Jack Zipes translated the tales and edited this two-volume collection. He will discuss the significance of Pitrè’s life and works, and read from the collection.

Monday, November 17, 12:30 p.m. - 1:35 p.m. - Highland Park Jeff Yeager, "The Ultimate Cheapskate" brings his unique brand of frugality to the Twin Cities. From America’s "Titan of Tightwads," timely advice on how to live happily but frugally during tough economic times. Dubbed "The Ultimate Cheapskate" by Matt Lauer of the Today Show, author 

Tuesday, November 18, 7:00 p.m. - Merriam Park Meet Jody Williams, winner of the first annual Book Artist Award, sponsored by the Minnesota Book Awards and Minnesota
Center for Book Arts. Learn about Jody’s art, the craft of bookmaking, and see some of the smallest books ever made!

Thursday, November 20, 7:00 p.m. - Saint Anthony Park  Meet Saint Paul author Susan Runholt as she talks about how she became a children’s author, and hear her read from her book The Mystery of the Third Lucretia.  In this art mystery, two teenage sleuths unearth an international art forgery scheme. Convinced no one will believe them without more evidence, they embark on an adventure to find the forger. 

Saturday, November 22, 2:30 p.m. - Hayden Heights  Reading and discussion with the author of The Mystery of the Third Lucretia.

Tuesday, November 25, 7:00 p.m. - Highland Park  AND Wednesday, December 3, 12:00 - 1:30 p.m. - Central Library Zelda Coffee Looking for ideas for great children's gift books for the holidays? Our expert children's librarian can help! This program will take place in Hillcrest Recreation Center's Village View Room.

Wednesday, December 10, 12:00 noon - Central Library  Minnesota Crime Wave member Carl Brookins (Bloody Halls) discusses State of the Onion by Julie Hyzy.

Washington County Public Library

http://www.co.washington.mn.us/info_for_residents/library/
Blue ribbon baker Marjorie Johnson speaks at Newport Library  on Tuesday, December 2 at 7 p.m. The event -- a fundraiser to benefit Newport Library -- is being sponsored by the Newport Library Board.
Greater Minnesota

Arrowhead Library System
http://www.alscurrentevents.blogspot.com/
Duluth Public Library

http://www.duluth.lib.mn.us/Programs/Programs.html
East Central Regional Library
http://ecrl.lib.mn.us/
Great River Regional Library
http://www.engagedpatrons.org/Events.cfm?SiteID=5104
Kitchigami Regional Library System
http://www.krls.org/events/events_special.html
Lake Agassiz Regional Library & Northwest Regional Library


http://www.larl.org/index.html

http://www.nwrlib.org/
Pioneerland Library System

http://www.pioneerland.lib.mn.us/members.htm
Plum Creek Library System
http://www.plumcreeklibrary.org/libs.htm
Rochester Public Library
http://evanced.info/rochester/evanced/eventcalendar.asp
SELCO (Southeastern Libraries Cooperating)
http://www.selco.info/about-us/member-directory?category=public-libraries
Traverse des Sioux Library System
http://www.tds.lib.mn.us/TdSLib.html
Viking Library System
http://www.viking.lib.mn.us/libraries.html
And:
Hello! Below is a listing of the exciting literary events sponsored this fall by the Department of English at the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities. We've got a tremendous line-up, featuring two Pulitzer Prize winners--Junot Diaz and journalist Andrea Elliott--as well as the man behind the books behind Six Feet Under. Check it out, and we'll see you at one or more of our renowned--and always free!--readings and talks.
Best,
Terri Sutton

Department of English Events Fall 2008
University of Minnesota
Contact: Terri Sutton, sutt0063@umn.edu or 612-626-1528
ALL EVENTS FREE & OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

December 5: eNow! presents: Milton@400: a birthday party, 7 pm
Join us in celebrating John Milton’s 400th with a happily chaotic evening of revelry. We will start and conclude with short mass readings. The middle part of the evening will be filled with readings and performances from Milton’s work in various languages, short academic presentations, etc.! Follows in the popular tradition of our HOWL and Beckett 101 events. Lind Hall, Room 150, 207 Church St. S.E., Mpls. 612-625-3363
Always check out these sites also:
The Loft Literary Center

http://www.loft.org
Founded in 1974 in a loft above a Minneapolis bookstore, the Loft is now the nation’s largest and most comprehensive literary center, offering programs and services for readers and writers. Check out its events calendar!

Harper Collins Author Events near You Newsletter

http://www.harpercollins.com/authors.asp?ACT=localevents
Consider signing up for publishers’ newsletters to find out when authors are coming to a town near you.

Minnesota Library Association 

http://www.mnlibraryassociation.org/
Check out the MLA web site for current information 
MELSA Workshop Events

http://www.melsa.org/member/workshop/index.cfm
If you work in the Twin Cities, remember to check the MELSA site for workshops relating to readers’ advisory.

Minnesota Humanities Commission

http://www.thinkmhc.org
Check out the monthly calendars posted at this web site for various events. 
English Department of the University of Minnesota:
http://english.cla.umn.edu/ For more events and info go to http://english.cla.umn.edu/ or call Terri Sutton at 612-626-1528.
Rochester Public Library
http://www.rochesterpubliclibrary.org/
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**Remember to check out your local news outlets for other
 book-related events!**
http://www.twincities.com/mld/twincities/entertainment/books/
Pioneer Press- Books

http://www.twincities.com/entertainment/ci_6084676
Pioneer Press- Literary Calendar
http://www.startribune.com/384
Star Tribune- Books page

http://www.mpr.org/books/midmorning.shtml
Minnesota Public Radio
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Non-obvious Ways to Enhance

Reader' Advisory Knowledge:
1. Sign up for Shelf Awareness (free newsletter) www.shelf-awareness.com/index.html
2. Have you checked out the New York Times Best Seller List lately? http://www.nytimes.com/pages/books/bestseller/
3. See what’s in Target’s book section- you might be surprised

4. Indulge in popular culture via People magazine.

5.   Read your MLA RART Newsletter!
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Reader’s Advisory Round Table Members Suggest…

So this is what happens to me, I watch a tv show/movie and enjoy it so much I want to know if it is from a book.  Then I get the book.  My latest push came from PBS’s Masterpiece Theater http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/masterpiece/ruby/index.html and the character of Sally Lockhart.  Off I went searching and sure enough the stories are part of a quartet by Philip Pullman.  The first two stories were done by Mystery: The Ruby in the Smoke and The Shadow in the North.  I picked up were the latter left of with the third book The Tiger in the Well.
The series centers on Sally Lockhart, a young unconventional women in London in the early 1880’s.  She is left orphaned in her teen years and learns to fend for herself by becoming a financial consultant, quite an unusual occupation for a woman at that time.  And of course murder and intrigue surround her.  Pullman does a fabulous job with the historical content and dialogue.  I have fallen in love with his characters and the storylines.  I want more on Sally and her adventurous life.  The fourth book moves onto other characters, hopefully Pullman will return to Sally.

Submitted by Angie Noyes

The Graveyard Book, by Neil Gaiman; illustrations by Dave McKean (Harper Collins; ISBN 9780060530921). This is a YA book, and who could resist a story that begins: “There was a hand in the darkness, and it held a knife.” The knife proceeds to slaughter 3 members of a family, but the little boy, a toddler, escapes and makes his way to the local graveyard, where he is adopted by the residents, who – this being England – go back several centuries. They name him Nobody, and the couple who take him in are the Owens, who call him Bod for short. He has a mysterious mentor who can come and go almost as he pleases from the graveyard, and his education is broad and deep and very classical. Of course, the villain has to show up again at some time. This is Gaiman at his finest, and if you have never read anything by him, this is an easy place to start. Go from here to Coraline, and then on to the adult books. Highly recommended.
Submitted by Nancy Alsop

The Welsh Girl by Peter Ho Davis. 
The setting is Wales in World War II. English soldiers are building something but the locals are disgusted to learn it is for German prisoners of war. One of these soldiers rapes a local girl, Esther, who had dreams of moving to London. 
Karsten, one of the prisoners, is mortified that he and his men surrendered at Dunkirk. Interwoven is the cross examination of Hess by a British Captain of German Jewish descent. 

The novel, which is beautifully written, looks at internal conflicts, prejudices, and the compromises which are made owing to difficult external circumstances. 
What are our strongest beliefs and how can we hold on to these? 

Submitted by Christine Cundall
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Books for Turkey Weekend and Beyond:
The Thanksgiving visitor; One Christmas ; & A Christmas memory

By Truman Capote

Three stories describe a boy's relationship with his elderly cousin and alcoholic father and the indelible holiday memories they provided him.

Giving thanks: Thanksgiving recipes and history, from Pilgrims to pumpkin pie

By Kathleen Curtin, Sandra L. Oliver, and Plimoth Plantation

Traces the history of Thanksgiving, explores the origin and development of various holiday traditions, and furnishes an assortment of recipes that range from appetizers to dessert.

Thanksgiving night: a novel

By Richard Bausch

Encumbered with the challenges of his bookstore and his wife's high-school teaching career, Will Butterfield fears he will soon reach the end of his patience with his wildly eccentric mother and aunt, a situation that is both lightened and complicated by new friendships with the local handyman and his own chaotic family.

Turkey day murder

By Leslie Meier

Amateur sleuth Lucy Stone investigates when Tinker's Cove's annual Thanksgiving festivities are interrupted by the murder of Metinnicut Indian activist Curt Nolan and uncovers a host of suspects while cooking up a holiday dinner for twelve. Bk 7 in series

The body of Jonah Boyd: a novel

By David Leavitt

The complex interrelationships of members of the Wright family, their associates, and their visitors turn their Thanksgiving holiday upside down and change the lives of everyone involved.

The ghost at the table

By Suzanne Berne

Thanksgiving at the New England home of the second of three sisters marks a reunion between the three Fiske sisters and their long-estranged father, in a portrait of the unraveling of a family.

The lay of the land

by Richard Ford

In the fall of 2000, with the results of the presidential election still hanging in the balance, Frank Bascombe confronts the perils of Thanksgiving as he contends with health, marital, and family issues and works as a realtor at the Jersey shore.

Dead hot shot

By Victoria Houston

The charming resort town of Loon Lake, Wisconsin is once again rocked by murder and retired dentist and fly fisherman Doc Osborne is deputized to help Police Chief Lew Ferris investigate the death of heiress Nolan Reece, whose body is washes ashore on Thanksgiving morning.

An unquiet grave

By P. J. Parrish

In a remote corner of the Michigan woods, behind rusted iron gates and crumbling stone walls, lie one of the country's most notorious sanitariums and its forgotten cemetery. The sprawling ruin is empty now, and the bulldozers have come to raze it. But as they do, a terrifying secret begins to emerge...
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