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August 2008
Welcome to the 12th edition of the MLA’s RART newsletter.
Feel free to share resources, events, and ideas with your colleagues by submitting them for inclusion in the next issue. 
 Please email your submissions to angie.noyes@co.washington.mn.us
[image: image2.jpg]





RART @ MLA Conference November 2008

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 19
8:30-10:00p.m.
MLA Business Meetings:

Readers Advisory Roundtable (RART)

Happy Hour

THURSDAY November 20
8:00-9:15
One Conference, One Book Discussion: Defect
(RART, CYP, PLD, ARLD)

The One Book, One Conference session is a joint effort between the Readers Advisory Round table and MLA’s president to choose a title for the MLA community to read. The session offers an opportunity to discuss the book amongst ourselves and with its author Will Weaver. Discussion questions and information about the author will be provided at the conference and also will be found on the MLA Website.

—Jody Wurl, discussion facilitator, Hennepin County Library

10:00-11:15
When Love Hurts: Taking the Pain Out of Romance RA

(RART, RASS, PLD)

Romance can be an awkward genre to conduct RA in for both librarians and patrons. This session will give attendees a crash course in the Romance genre and some of its more popular subgenres, examine the genre’s popularity and reader base, give some tips on making the library and reference staff more user-friendly for romance readers, and feature a discussion with some popular local authors. Attendees will come away with several tools for future use: romance resources for librarians and patrons and assorted annotated reading lists to use with patrons.

—Jennifer Brannen, Library Associate, St Paul Public Library

1:30-2:45 
50 in 75 Book Talks   (RART, PLD, CYP, LMRT, RASS)

The Readers Advisory Round Table presents 50 titles (or more) in 75 minutes. Take five librarians, ask them to talk about 50 titles in 5 different areas, and it’s book heaven! We’ll cover new and interesting titles and maybe one or two old favorites in Romance, Literary Fiction, YA, Mysteries, and WWII. RA is one of the toughest and enjoyable aspects of librarianship. Whether you are a daily or occasional practitioner of RA, we all can use new titles to share with our patrons. We just can’t read everything, so book talks like this help spread knowledge.
-- Jennifer Brannen, St. Paul Library; Sarah Nagle, Carver County Library; Barbara Pierce, St. Paul Public Library; Jody Wurl, Hennepin County Library; with Angie Noyes, Washington County Library as moderator.
3:30-4:45
Inspirational Fiction   (RART, PLD, RASS)

Can’t think of what to recommend in this specific genre? Come to this session designed to be an in-depth introduction for librarians to Christian/inspirational books with highlights on key authors and book talking of popular titles in this genre.

—Sharon Hinck, author, and Jody Wurl, Hennepin County Library

FRIDAY November 21
9:30- 10:45  Jumpstart RA   (RART, PLD, RASS)

Are you feeling overwhelmed by the myriad of new reader's advisory tools available?  Are the mile-long waiting lists for recent bestsellers leaving library patrons discouraged?  Are you tired of weeding wonderful titles because they get lost in the stacks and simply don't circulate?  Join us for a discussion on how to promote your library's fiction and nonfiction backlist using a variety of simple, inexpensive, indirect RA tools: booklists, displays, websites and much more.

—Katherine Stecher, Readers Services Division, Rochester Public Library

Also, check out our new page on the MLA website:

http://www.mnlibraryassociation.org/mla_new/subunits/rart/sub_rart_about.shtml
Although it's in a state of transition, we have started blogging! 
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Web Stuff:
http://ornerylibrarian.blogspot.com

Written by a librarian blogger who has “grumpy, likes to read, and has too much time on [her] hands,” it contains slightly unorthodox reviews of (usually) fantastic books, one probably wouldn’t pick up otherwise.

http://www.wordswithoutborders.org/

Online magazine for International Literature. Our ultimate aim is to introduce exciting international writing to the general public — travelers, teachers, students, publishers, and a new generation of eclectic readers — by presenting international literature not as a static, elite phenomenon, but a portal through which to explore the world. In the richness of cultural information we present, we hope to help foster a “globalization” of cultural engagement and exchange, one that allows many voices in many languages to prosper.
http://dir.salon.com/topics/books/

Salon, the award-winning online news and entertainment Web site, combines original investigative stories, breaking news, provocative personal essays and highly respected criticism along with popular staff-written blogs about politics, technology and culture. Salon hosts two online communities, Table Talk and The Well, and is headquartered in San Francisco, with offices in New York City and Washington D.C.
http://www.bookmarket.com/101bm.htm

This page features top sites of interest to book publishers, authors, and self-publishers. Lots of book marketing tools and resources are featured here.
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Some Great Articles

Joining the Conversation. Booklist, 2/1/2007, Vol. 103 Issue 11, p30-30, 1p; (AN 24086843)     This article discusses the practice of book sharing. The author reports on the increasingly common practice of readers taking the time to talk about books with other readers, as well as the difficulties of recommending a book to a friend. Article topics include book clubs, book sharing and suggestions, online chat groups, author recommendations, Internet blogs, and literature discussion circles.

Forgotten Treasures. Booklist, 12/01/2006, Vol. 103 Issue 7, p21-21, 1p, 1c; (AN 23480965)    In this article, the librarian author writes about reading and promoting backlisted books. Libraries still contain many of the older, backlisted books that book stores no longer have the room or the budget to stock. But she says even libraries will get rid of older books that no one reads. "Forgotten treasures," she writes, which might otherwise gather dust, can rebound with enthusiastic hand-selling.
Struggling with the Unknown. Booklist, 10/1/2006, Vol. 103 Issue 3, p36-36, 1p, 1c; (AN 22736974)  In this article, the author comments on having to read genres she dislikes in order to edify her knowledge as a readers' advisor. Reading a familiar author or genre is a guilty pleasure for readers' advisors, who should read a wide breadth of genres to better help fussy library patrons. The author least likes reading biographies, which are next on her list in her nonfiction study. She offers some strategies to make the chore easier. Readers' advisors should see reading as an intellectual exercise to figure out what readers enjoy about a particular genre and why.
Short Paper. A synergistic alternative to readers' advisory services: managing customer knowledge. Chang, Hsia-Ching,  Maxwell, Terrence A. Information Research; Oct 2007 Supplement, Vol. 12, p1-11, 11p, 3 charts, 4 graphs Introduction. Readers' advisory services become a growing area in combining both advanced information technology and multi-channel interactions with patrons to automatically perform customized reading recommendations. Although readers' advisory services originated from public libraries, readers fall back on customer reviews and powerful tools offered by online bookstores as well as social catalogueuing applications, which best use customer knowledge. Method. A case study approach was chosen to demonstrate how two social catalogueuing websites, LibraryThing and Shelfari, use customer knowledge through building online customized book catalogueuing and social navigation services. Analysis. A value analysis was used to evaluate specific customer knowledge flow between the customer and the service provider. Results. This paper proposes a synergistic model that addresses managing customer knowledge flows and value drivers inside a customer's mind. Applying the conceptual focal points of this model to library context sheds light on an ideal reader’ advisory service. Conclusions. Our synergistic model suggests that readers' advisory services appeal to enhance customer knowledge flows and emotional value; also, adopting a value network analysis is workable for evaluation phases. [ABSTRACT FROM AUTHOR]
Don’t miss “Spotlight On Readers’Advisory” in this month’s Booklist.  July 2008 Volume 104 Number 21
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What’s Happening Around the State

Twin Cities Libraries

Anoka County Library 
http://www.anoka.lib.mn.us/ click on “What’s Happening”
Carver County Library 

http://www.carverlib.org/ click on “view all events”


READ-LISTEN-VIEW Adult Summer Reading Program: Participate by writing down the titles you read, listen to, or view this summer on your reading record and submit it to your local branch. Read, listen to, or view 12 titles and be eligible to win prizes. This is an opportunity to explore the various formats of a title: books become audio books and some titles even find their way to the “Big Screen”.
Dakota County Library

http://www.co.dakota.mn.us/LeisureRecreation/CountyLibraries/default.htm

Hot Reads for Cold Nights  2008 Hot Reads Rave Reviews Each January and February, Dakota County Library does its best to ward off the winter blues by offering the 'Hot Reads for Cold Nights' reading club for adults. Interested grown-ups are invited to register for the program (for which they will be rewarded with a packet of goodies) and then fill out entry blanks reviewing each book they read through the course of the program. Entries are put into weekly drawings for prizes. Read what you like, when you like! Registration starts in January. See you then!
Hennepin County Library
http://www.hclib.org/pub/events/AllEventsAction.cfm?Type=U

Author! Author! Kevin Kling Excelsior Library  Wednesday, August 13, 7 p.m. – 9 p.m. Held at SouthShore Center 5735 Country Club Road Shorewood Kling, nationally known humorist, playwright, radio personality, actor and author of "The Dog Says How" - finalist in the Minnesota Book Award - will entertain with his wit and stories as part of Excelsior's One Book, One Community event. Books available for purchase.  Sponsored by the Friends of the Excelsior Library; Presented in collaboration with the SouthShore Center and Excelsior Bay Books. This program is also supported by the Minnesota Book Awards through grants from the Minnesota Department of Education - State Library Services and the Minnesota Library Association Foundation.
William Carlos Williams, Father of Modern American Poetry Minneapolis Central Library  Pohlad Hall Thursday, August 14, 7 p.m.  Neil Baldwain, best-selling author ("To All Gentleness: William Carlos Willliams, The Doctor-Poet") and historian, will discuss the life and work of Williams who is best known for his lyrics patterned after speech of the working class. This is program is part of The People's University program series and takes place at Pohlad Hall. Book available for purchase. Space limited. Register through The

Minnesota State Fair Wayzata Library  Tuesday, August 19, 1:30 p.m.  Authors Kathryn and Linda Koutsky will share a slide show of their book "Minnesota State Fair: An Illustrated History." Travel back and imagine the thrills of the early Midway and innovations atop Machinery Hill. Win a free copy of the book! Books available for purchase and signing. 
Presented in collaboration with the The Bookcase of Wayzata.

Author Talk: Deborah Morse-Kahn Oxboro Library  Saturday, September 13, 1 p.m. and 

Edina Library  Monday, September 22, 6:30 p.m. Morse-Kahn will discuss her latest book, "Lake Superior's Historic North Shore: A Guided Tour." Complete with maps and practical visitor information, this guide presents the historical significance of the villages, homes and landmarks between Duluth and Grand Portage. Books available for purchase and signing. 

Author Talk: Monica Ferris Penn Lake Library  Wednesday, September 17, 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. Join the Penn Lake Library Mystery Book Club and local author Monica Ferris, who will talk about her very popular Needlecraft mystery series. Books available for purchase and signing.  Sponsored by the Friends of the Penn Lake Library.

Booked4Murder Presents Champlin Library  Thursday, September 18, 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. Who's naughty, who's nice? Find out as a panel of local mystery authors (Marilyn Victor, Lois Greiman, Michael Allan Mallory, C. Hyytinen) pull out all stops as they interview each other about their craft!  Sponsored by the Friends of the Champlin Library.

Minneapolis Sesquicentennial: Celebrate Our History Minneapolis Central Library 
Tuesday, September 23, 6 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Registration required, begins Aug 26. Register online or call 612.630.6000. 6-7 p.m.: Our People and Their Stories Learn more about 19th and early 20th century immigration in Minneapolis from local African-American, Jewish, Swedish and Scandinavian community leaders, activists and authors Superintendent Bill Green, Iric Nathanson, Nina Clark and moderator Hy Berman, history professor. Why did immigrants choose Minneapolis? How did they get here? What was their experience of the culture and lifestyles of the region? How were they accepted and assimilated?
7:20-8:20 p.m.: New Stories From New Arrivals Join Hussein Samatar, African Development Center and Ramon Leon, Latino Economic Development Center as they discuss 20th and 21st century immigrants in Minneapolis. How did they get to Minneapolis? What was their experience of this new culture? How are they finding acceptance into the community?
Social hour: 5-6 p.m. Doty Board Room.
Boxed dinners available: Call 612-630-6081 or e-mail jhaugo@hclib.org to preorder, $15. During the social hour and breaks between the sessions, join local history book publishers, clubs, organizations and historical societies to learn more about the history resources available in our community. Books available for purchase and signing.

Sponsored by the Friends of Minneapolis Public Library; Sponsored by the Linden Hills Neighborhood Organization, University of Minnesota Press, Noden Press. 

Author Talk: John Green Ridgedale Library  Saturday, September 27, 1 p.m. 
Nerdfighters Unite! Author, vblogger and nerdfighter Green will talk about his forthcoming book “Paper Towns.” Submit your awesome nerdfighter video to YouTube and send us a link. You may win the chance to introduce Green at the library or other prizes! Details on www.teenlinks.org. Books available for purchase and signing.  Sponsored by the Penguin Group. 

Author Talk: Susan Runholt Roosevelt Library  Tuesday, September 30, 6:00 p.m. 
Runholt will lead a discussion about her exciting “The Mystery of the Third Lucretia," which features two smart 9th-grade girls. The story begins at the Minneapolis Institute of Arts and takes readers to museums around the world. Books available for purchase and signing. 

Getting and Keeping a Great Job During a Recession Maple Grove Library  Monday, October 6, 7:00 p.m.  Author and career coach, Joanne Meehl will discuss how to turn tough economic times into your window of opportunity; how to adjust your resume for a more competitive environment and how to prevent being on the layoff list. 
Sponsored by the Friends of the Maple Grove Library.

Cabin Design Wayzata Library  Monday, October 13, 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
What do you need to know to design the quintessential Minnesota getaway? Architect Dale Mulfinger, author of "Cabinology," and designer of more than 75 cabins, will share slides and insight into the architecture of modest, small and intimate. Books available for purchase and signing.  Sponsored by the Friends of the Wayzata Library; Presented in collaboration with the The Bookcase of Wayzata.

Author Talk: Mike Lynch Excelsior Library  Monday, October 13, 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Lynch, WCCO radio meteorologist, stargazer and author of "Mike Lynch's Weatherwatch" will share his wit and wisdom. If the sky is clear, we'll do some stargazing with a master. Books available for purchase and signing.  Sponsored by the Friends of the Excelsior Library.

Local Music and Local Author Kathryn Nelson Roosevelt Library  Tuesday, October 14, 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. Enjoy a night of locally grown music and listen to neighborhood author Kathryn Nelson read from "Pemberley Manor," her highly acclaimed sequel to Jane Austen's "Pride and Prejudice." Books available for purchase and signing. 
Sponsored by the Friends of Minneapolis Public Library.

Author Talk: Lois McMaster Bujold Maple Grove Library  Tuesday, October 14, 7:00 p.m. 
Local science fiction/fantasy author Bujold discusses her writing in a Q&A format. Books available for purchase and signing.  Sponsored by the Friends of the Maple Grove Library.

Author Talk: Sandra Benítez Hopkins Library  Tuesday, October 14, 6:30 p.m. 
Benítez presents "The Saving Grace of Stories" where she shares how she started to write at age 39 and was finally published at age 52. She discusses her five books, along with a Q&A session. Books available for purchase and signing.  Sponsored by the Friends of the Hopkins Library.
 
Talk of the Stacks: Marilynne Robinson Minneapolis Central Library  Thursday, October 16, 7 p.m.  Doors open at 6:15 p.m.; seating is first come, first served. Robinson is the award-winning author of the novels "Gilead" and "Housekeeping," and nonfiction books "Mother Country" and "The Death of Adam." Her latest, "Home," is a moving and healing book about family secrets, love, death and faith. Books available for purchase and signing.
Sponsored by the Friends of Minneapolis Public Library; Sponsored by the Presenting sponsor: U.S. Trust. Additional support: The Rake and Magers and Quinn Booksellers. 

Authors Talk: Robin Herbst, Julie Miller Westonka Library  Monday, October 20, 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. "The Cheap Book" authors Herbst and Miller will share their story of writing a book on being cheap, along with their humorous and tip-filled ideas for saving money. Books available for purchase and signing.  Sponsored by the Friends of the Westonka Library.

Minneapolis Sesquicentennial: Celebrate Our History Minneapolis Central Library 
Tuesday, October 21, 6 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Registration required, begins Sep 23. Register online or call 612.630.6000. 6-7 p.m.: Buildings and Their Tales Join an architectural historian and author, a professor of geography and director of Mill City Museum as they discuss the current state of the Minneapolis built environment and present an overview of the post-WWII growth and flight to suburbs, urban renewal and new urbanism. 7:20-8:20 p.m.: Architecture and the Future Join Larry Millet, author and architectural critic for the St. Paul Pioneer Press; Linda Mack, architecture critic for the Star Tribune for 21 years; and moderator Bob Roscoe of Preserve Minneapolis and owner of Design Preservation as they discuss Minneapolis' "not to be missed" notable buildings. Learn about new homes, rediscovery of the riverfront and new Minneapolis cityscape trends.  
Social hour: 5-6 p.m. Doty Board Room.
Boxed dinners available: Call 612-630-6081 or e-mail jhaugo@hclib.org to preorder, $15. During the social hour and breaks between sessions, join local history book publishers, clubs, organizations and historical societies to learn more about the history resources available in our community. Books available for purchase and signing.

Sponsored by the Friends of Minneapolis Public Library; Sponsored by the Linden Hills Neighborhood Organization, University of Minnesota Press, Noden Press.
Ramsey County Library

http://www.ramsey.lib.mn.us/


Stalking Susan Meet the Author: Julie Kramer Monday, August 4 at 7 p.m. RCL - White Bear Lake White Bear Lake resident Julie Kramer will debut her first novel, Stalking Susan. Kramer, a freelance news producer for NBC's Today Show, Nightly News and Dateline, and former investigative producer for WCCO-TV, grew tired of fictional TV reporters always being portrayed as obnoxious secondary characters who could be killed off whenever the plot started dragging. Her debut thriller features a TV reporter as the heroine and takes readers inside the world of television news.

Kramer will also talk about her transition from journalist to novelist and how her news skills helped her get a two-book deal with Doubleday.

Scott County Library 
http://www.scott.lib.mn.us/ under “activities and programs”
St. Paul Public Library
http://www.stpaul.lib.mn.us/programs/

Tuesday August 5. 

Let's Talk About It: Modern Marvels 7 p.m. - Highland Park Harvey Pekar's The Quitter. Ostensibly covering Pekar's early years, this dark graphic novel tackles everything from his brief stint in the Navy to jazz criticism and mid-century race relations. The gritty and atmospheric artwork by American Splendor collaborator Dean Haspiel perfectly captures Pekar's cantankerous tone. But a surprisingly hopeful message ultimately surfaces. It's possible to find your way in the world, Pekar suggests, even if it takes a lifetime to do it.
A series of discussions on graphic novels by Jewish artists, moderated by Professor Judith Katz.
A program of Nextbook and the American Library Association. 

Register by emailing s-gang@umn.edu or calling 612-626-2281.  Presented by the University of Minnesota Libraries and Center for Jewish Studies, and The Friends of the Saint Paul Public Library. 


Tuesday August 19, 2008 


Let's Talk About It: Modern Marvels 7 p.m. - Highland Park Joann Sfar's The Rabbi's Cat After eating a parrot, an aged Algerian rabbi's cat develops the ability to speak and quickly declares his desire not only to be Jewish, but to have a bar mitzvah. The rabbi engages his pet in a spiraling debate, touching on topics such as spelling, parental love, and the very nature of Jewish identity. 
A series of discussions on graphic novels by Jewish artists, moderated by Professor Judith Katz.
A program of Nextbook and the American Library Association. 
Register by emailing s-gang@umn.edu or calling 612-626-2281.  Presented by the University of Minnesota Libraries and Center for Jewish Studies, and The Friends of the Saint Paul Public Library. 


Wednesday August 20. 


Author Visit: Carolyn Ayres 7 p.m. - Highland Park - Hillcrest Recreation Center Theater Meeting Room Join author Carolyn Ayres for readings and discussions of her book Harriet Bishop: Woman of Contrast. Harriet Bishop, Minnesota's first teacher, "dared to have a life of her own." Learn more about the woman for whom Harriet Island and other Minnesota landmarks were named!


Thursday, September 25, 7 p.m. 


Hamline Midway As part of the St. Paul-itics Series, Hy Berman will talk about some of the fascinating aspects of Minnesota's political history.

Washington County Public Library

http://www.co.washington.mn.us/info_for_residents/library/
Greater Minnesota

Arrowhead Library System
http://www.alscurrentevents.blogspot.com/
Duluth Public Library

http://www.duluth.lib.mn.us/Programs/Programs.html
East Central Regional Library
http://ecrl.lib.mn.us/
Great River Regional Library
http://www.engagedpatrons.org/Events.cfm?SiteID=5104
**This event was cancelled. The author is having surgery.**

Friends of the Upsala Public Library and the Upsala Lions will sponsor Lauraine Snelling, author of the Red River of the North series! Lauraine will speak in Upsala, Minnesota on Monday September 22, 2008 at two events. 
For more information contact:

Wanda Erickson, Branch Manager

Great River Regional Library Upsala

PO Box 158

117 Main St

Upsala MN 56384

320.573.4282

wandae@grrl.lib.mn.us
Kitchigami Regional Library System
http://www.krls.org/events/events_special.html
Lake Agassiz Regional Library & Northwest Regional Library


http://www.larl.org/index.html

http://www.nwrlib.org/
Pioneerland Library System

http://www.pioneerland.lib.mn.us/members.htm
Plum Creek Library System
http://www.plumcreeklibrary.org/libs.htm
Rochester Public Library
http://evanced.info/rochester/evanced/eventcalendar.asp

Event Type: Author Visit

Date: 10/12/2008

Start Time: 2:00 PM

End Time: 3:00 PM

Description: Connie Brockway's first novel was published in 1994; since then she has written 
fifteen full-length novels and three anthology stories, bringing the current number of her books in 
print to over 1,500,000 published in thirteen countries. Consistently praised for her “adult 
romances,” Brockway has twice received coveted Publishers Weekly starred reviews and 
unqualified recommendations from Library Journal, as well as two starred reviews from the 
Library Journal’s organ, BOOKLIST. Her 2004 title, My Seduction, was named one of 2004’s top 
ten romance by that same industry magazine.


An eight time finalist for Romance Writers of America prestigious RITA award, Brockway 
has twice been its recipient. Her books regularly appear on national and regional bestseller lists 
and are frequent Doubleday/Literary Guild selections.


Today Brockway lives in Minnesota with her husband David.


The Coffee House Author Series is sponsored by the Friends of the Rochester Public Library.

Location: Auditorium
SELCO (Southeastern Libraries Cooperating)
http://www.selco.info/about-us/member-directory?category=public-libraries
Traverse des Sioux Library System
http://www.tds.lib.mn.us/TdSLib.html
Viking Library System
http://www.viking.lib.mn.us/libraries.html
Always check out these sites also:
The Loft Literary Center

http://www.loft.org
Founded in 1974 in a loft above a Minneapolis bookstore, the Loft is now the nation’s largest and most comprehensive literary center, offering programs and services for readers and writers. Check out its events calendar!

Harper Collins Author Events near You Newsletter

http://www.harpercollins.com/authors.asp?ACT=localevents
Consider signing up for publishers’ newsletters to find out when authors are coming to a town near you.

Minnesota Library Association 

http://www.mnlibraryassociation.org/
Check out the MLA web site for current information 
MELSA Workshop Events

http://www.melsa.org/member/workshop/index.cfm
If you work in the Twin Cities, remember to check the MELSA site for workshops relating to readers’ advisory.

Minnesota Humanities Commission

http://www.thinkmhc.org
Check out the monthly calendars posted at this web site for various events. 
English Department of the University of Minnesota:
http://english.cla.umn.edu/ For more events and info go to http://english.cla.umn.edu/ or call Terri Sutton at 612-626-1528.
Rochester Public Library
http://www.rochesterpubliclibrary.org/
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**Remember to check out your local news outlets for other
 book-related events!**
http://www.twincities.com/mld/twincities/entertainment/books/
Pioneer Press- Books

http://www.twincities.com/entertainment/ci_6084676
Pioneer Press- Literary Calendar
http://www.startribune.com/384
Star Tribune- Books page

http://www.minnesotaliterature.org/calendar.php
Minnesota Literature Newsletter
http://www.mpr.org/books/midmorning.shtml
Minnesota Public Radio
[image: image8.wmf] 
Non-obvious Ways to Enhance

Reader' Advisory Knowledge:
1. Yahoo! Book News http://news.yahoo.com/i/785
2. Library Journal's Prepub Alert www.libraryjournal.com (click on Collection Development channel)
3. Essence Bestseller List  http://www.essence.com/essence/books/0,16109,1820843,00.html
4. Bas Bleu www.basbleu.com   Bas Bleu, Inc. produces a catalog of books and bookish things. We started our company in 1994 and mailed 50,000 copies of our first edition. Now, we mail a million copies five times a year to avid readers all over the country. We read the books and write the reviews right here —but we’re a retailer, not a publisher.
5. Read your MLA RART Newsletter!
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Reader’s Advisory Round Table Members Suggest…

I just finished listening to Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close by Jonathan Safran Foer.  The story centers around Oskar Schell, a highly intelligent and eccentric 9 year old, who lost his father in the 9/11 attack in NYC.  A second story in the book, deals with Oskar’s grandparents and the affects the Allied attack on Dresden had on their lives.  How do we cope with love and loss?

It is not an easy book. The stories are hard at some points and Foer’s format and writing style are quite different than what people are used to.  A couple of chapters into the story, I actually got a copy of the book and paged through it.  Foer alternates stories from Oskar to the grandfather.  There are pictures and drawings depicting certain events in the story, and the text is printed in some cases to depict a feeling or action.  I was intrigued by what the author was trying to do. I enjoyed the audio version, the narrators were fabulous and it was easy to understand the changes in narrative- something the readers I talked to didn’t like in the print version.  In listening to it, I was able to create my own imagery- but when I did get to see how it was interpreted in the text, it was intriguing to me.  

I am glad I listen to the story rather than reading it.  I got much more out it that way, plus I enjoyed the uniqueness of the text once I saw it- I understood better what the author was trying to do (I think).  This is not a quick summer read, but it is a book that makes you ponder and for me, be thankful that I have not had to loose a loved one horrifically.

—Submitted by Angie Noyes  
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Blackwater by Kerstin Ekman translated [from the Swedish] by Joan Tate.
This is another great Scandinavian murder mystery.  It’s a psychological thriller set during the midsummer holiday in Sweden.  Atmospheric in the extreme, it is a snapshot of a lifestyle that is very different from ours—along with a very creepy murder or two.  Nature and human dynamics are very present in this page turner.  (Ekman has also written an historical fiction tetrology about a farming town in rural Sweden, which has been translated into English.)

—Submitted by Barbara Pierce
Absolute Scandal by Penny Vincenzi is set in England and follows a group of people who meet through Lloyds, the major insurance company, which has to call in money from its members (Names) to pay claims from 1989 to the early 1990s. Vincenzi develops strong characters who need to find ways to come up with a lot of money.
—Submitted by Christine Cundall
The Last Chinese Chef by Nicole Mones.   
A neat, tightly written novel that combines food, travel, and Chinese culture into an enticing story of grief, healing and love.  Maggie McElroy, a recently widowed food critic, travels to China to address a paternity claim that's been filed against  her husband's estate.  In addition, she is to write about Sam Liang, a Chinese American who is entered into a prestigious cooking competition.  Maggie and Sam are highly likeable characters who make the reader want the best for them.
—Submitted by Luann Phillipich

Prayers for Rain by Dennis Lehane, the fifth and final book in the Kenzie/Gennaro detective series, is a completely satisfying finish to an excellent series (assuming that Dennis Lehane doesn't crank out book number six).
I picked up A Drink Before the War (first in the series) a few months ago, mostly because when Brian Freeman, author of Immoral, visited my library, a patron asked him about his favorite books. Mr. Freeman replied that we should all read Dennis Lehane's books because they are impossibly good.  

 

I raced through A Drink Before the War, and went on soon after to books two...three...and four. The final installment sees the two main characters Patrick and Angie reconnecting after a prolonged estrangement (see Gone Baby Gone) when a former client of Patrick's commits suicide in a particularly strange fashion. I won't go into further details re: the plot; suffice to say that the dialogue is mesmerizing, the situations occasionally brutal but always interesting, and the characters are, well, not endearing, but at least sympathetic.

6
—Submitted by Katherine Stecher
Glory for Me, by MacKinlay Kantor

One of my all-time favorite movies is The Best Years of Our Lives, a film about three veterans returning home after WWII.  Recently I learned that the movie was based on a narrative poem by MacKinlay Kantor, and although my library didn’t have it, the Central branch in downtown Minneapolis did.  There are differences between the screenplay for the movie and the narrative poem, and each has their strengths.  Some of the passages in Kantor’s work can move me to tears; he definitely either had personal experience with the problems readjusting to society, or he found people to interview who had gone through it.  It makes you realize that the difficulties our veterans have today adjusting back into society are problems soldiers have had during every war.  I would recommend this book to anyone who enjoys reading books set during this time period.

—Submitted by Sarah Nagle
The summer flew by and so did the library items!
List of what moved quickly this summer at our libraries…
Anything by Stephenie Meyer
Anything by Jodi Picoult
Books by Minnesota authors - We've had an ongoing display because of the Sesquicentennial, and it all (adult, YA, J, picture books, nonfiction) goes out, even the old stuff
The only book I've heard lots of people raving about is The Art of Racing in the Rain, by Garth Stein
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