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March 2008
Welcome to the 10th edition of the MLA’s RART newsletter.
Feel free to share resources, events, and ideas with your colleagues by submitting them for inclusion in the next issue. 
 Please email your submissions to angie.noyes@co.washington.mn.us
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The Readers Advisory Round Table (RART) thinks that RA is the fun part of a librarian's job and we're working hard to give you more tools and information to make it easy as well.  RART looks forward to an exciting year of programs.  This March, check out these events we helped organize for PLA:

· March 28, 2008 (Fri.), 8:30 – 9:45 “Catch a Northern Star:  MN Authors Who Speak to Teens”
· March 28, 2008 (Fri.), 2:00 – 3:15 “RX for RA:  Training Library Staff in Fiction and Nonfiction”
We're hosting our annual Readers Retreat on Saturday, May 3 at the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum [Angie, could you fill in details, oh creator of our flyer?]
Look for RART programs at this year’s MLA conference at the Sheraton, Bloomington from November 19-21, with our annual Business Meeting/Happy Hour on Wednesday the 19th.  

Also, check out our new page on the MLA website http://www.mnlibraryassociation.org/mla_new/subunits/rart/sub_rart_about.html here. Although it's in a state of transition, we'll soon be starting a blog as well as posting cool resources and other information. We welcome your feedback and participation once we start blogging!

We look forward to hearing from you in 2008!
—Jody Wurl, Hennepin County Library, Chair of RART  
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Web Stuff:
Gnooks
http://gnooks.com/
Gnooks is a self-adapting community system based on the gnod engine. Discover new writers you will like, travel the map. of literature and discuss your favorite books and authors. “Gnod is my experiment in the field of artificial intelligence. Its a self-adapting system, living on this server and 'talking' to everyone who comes along. Gnods intention is to learn about the outer world and to learn 'understanding' its visitors. This enables gnod to share all its wisdom with you in an intuitive and efficient way. You might call it a search-engine to find things you don't know about.”[Taken from website]
Who Reads What? Celebrity Reading Lists 
http://www.gpl.lib.me.us/wrw.htm
Want to know what famous people are reading? The Gardiner Public Library in Maine has been querying celebrities each year since 1988. This site lists the books, indexed by name and year, with comments from hundreds of celebrities. Sponsored by Gale Research.
Reader’s Circle

http://www.readerscircle.org/
“An online directory for book clubs, reading groups, and literary salons of all kinds” in the U.S., Canada, and Australia. Search by zip code or type of club (such as social or academic).
Celebrate Your Freedom to Read: Explore Banned Books

http://books.google.com/googlebooks/banned/
This site from 2006 celebrates the 25th anniversary of Banned Book Week by listing 42 books that have been challenged or banned in the U.S. Includes links to catalog records for the books and to citations for books about the banned books for titles such as "To Kill a Mockingbird," "Lolita," "The Great Gatsby," "1984," "Catcher in the Rye," "Satanic Verses," and "The Color Purple." From Google Book Search.
Book-Clubs-Resource.com: A Guide to Book Clubs and Reading Groups
http://www.book-clubs-resource.com/
This site, for "readers who love to talk about books," contains a guide to help "organize, run and moderate a successful book club." Also includes links to online book clubs and discussion forums, and sites providing free discussion guides for specific works.
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Some Great Articles

“A critical examination of the recently published Readers Advisory Service in

North America in Public Libraries 1870-2005 by Dilevko and Magowan" by Neil

Hollands. Reference and User Services Quarterly. Vol.47, no.2, pp. 127–131. 

Neil Hollands believes that current RA practice is far superior to the controversial conclusions drawn by Dilevo and Magowan in their book.
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“Dead but still read (or they ought to be.) At Leisure with Joyce Saricks.”
Booklist February 1, 2008, p. 25. When Joyce Saricks first started making genre fiction lists the thought was that authors should be popular and still writing, however, with her increased age, Joyce re-evaluated this premise to include older treasures in a way that highlights their lasting appeal.
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“Core collections in Genre Studies. Romance 101.” by Neal Wyatt.

Reference and User Services Quarterly. Vol.47, no.2 pp 120-126

This is the first of RUSA's "Genre Reading List" juried by Rusa's Collection

Development and Evaluation section. Five sub categories are described and

suggested titles with abstracts given. A useful resource list is included.
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“LJ Series "Redefining RA": Take the talk online.” by Neal Wyatt. Library Journal Feb 15th 2008. Everyone is talking about books everywhere from coffee shops to basketball practice. Taking the conversation online opens more opportunities for participation and discussion.
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What’s Happening Around the State

Anoka County Library  
http://www.anoka.lib.mn.us/    click on “What’s Happening”
Carver County Library 

http://www.carverlib.org/      click on “view all events”

Date: Monday, March 10, 2008  Start Time: 6:30 am   End Time: 8:00 pm Location: Waconia Branch Category: Author Talks Description 2007 Minnesota Book Award winner William Kent Krueger will discuss writing and his latest mystery, Copper River.

Date: Saturday, March 29, 2008 Start Time: 1:00 pm  Location: Chanhassen Branch 
Category: Author Talks Description Genre fiction category Nominees Philip Donlay, author of the aviation thriller Code Black, will be speaking and signing books along with William Kent Krueger, author of Thunder Bay, on Saturday March 29 at 1 pm
Books will be available for sale. 

Philip Donlay learned to fly at age seventeen and was first published at eighteen. In the aviation world, success came quickly and he's been flying jets since he was twenty years old. Whether flying a Saudi sheik, nighttime freight, or executives of a Fortune 500 company, Donlay has logged nearly six million miles while spanning the globe to 40 countries on five continents. Donlay burst onto the literary scene with the publication of his first two novels Code Black and Category Five. He divides his time between Minneapolis and Northern Virginia, and when he's not flying or writing thrillers, he can be found in the most remote parts of the world, kayaking, fishing, and exploring.

Krueger is the author of the popular Cork O'Connor mystery series set in northern Minnesota. His book Copper River won in 2007. 

Directions 
Corner of 78th and Kerber, one block north of Highway 5, across the street from Byerlys.

Dakota County Library

http://www.co.dakota.mn.us/LeisureRecreation/CountyLibraries/default.htm
Hennepin County Library
http://www.hclib.org/pub/events/AllEventsAction.cfm?Type=U
International Women’s Day: Celebrate Phebe Hanson’s Birthday
Brookdale Library
Saturday, March 8, 1 p.m. 
Help Hanson, beloved poet, teacher, founder of the Loft Literary Center and Bush Literary fellow, celebrate her 80th birthday! Watch the Minnesota Historical Society’s “Greatest Generation” short film about her. Hear Hanson and other Minnesota writers read her poems or odes to her. Books available for purchasing and signing. Sponsored by Hennepin County Library in collaboration with the Loft Literary Center, Nodin Press and Minnesota Historical Society.

Author! Author! Marianne Herrmann
Edina Library
Saturday, March 8, 1:30 p.m. 
Herrmann will read from her book Signaling for Rescue, winner of the New Rivers Press Many Voices Project Competition. Books available for purchase and signing. Sponsored by the Friends of the Edina Library.

Get a Clue! 
Maple Grove Library
Sunday, March 9, 2 p.m. 
Who’s naughty, who’s nice? Find out as a panel of local mystery authors (Lois Greiman, C. Hyytinen, Marilyn Victor, Michael Allan Mallory) pulls out all the stops as they interview each other about their craft! Books available for purchase.

Author! Author!: Meg Cabot 
Ridgedale Library
Tuesday, March 25, 7 p.m. 
Loved The Princess Diaries series? Can’t put The Queen of Babble down? Here’s your opportunity to meet popular young adult and chick-lit author Cabot in person. Hear about her new projects being published in spring 2008 and summer 2009. Books available for purchase and signing. Sponsored by Hennepin County Library in collaboration with Scholastic, Inc.

Author! Author!: Ann Zemke
Champlin Library
Saturday, April 5, 10:30 a.m. 
Quilter Zemke tells her grandmother’s story, an orphan train rider in 1906, through her quilt and book, They Named Me Marjorie. Books available for purchase and signing. Sponsored by the Friends of the Champlin Library.

Westonka Library
Saturday, April 5, 2 p.m. 
Quilter Zemke tells her grandmother's story, an orphan train rider in 1906, through her quilt and book, "They Named Me Marjorie." Books available for purchase.

Author! Author!: Jude Nutter
Edina Library
Monday, April 7, 6:30-7:45 p.m. 
Celebrate National Poetry Month with Nutter, 2007 Minnesota Book Awards winner, who will read from her collection of poetry, The Curator of Silence. Books available for purchase and signing. Sponsored by the Friends of the Edina Library.

Author! Author!: Frederick Johnson
Augsburg Park Library
Saturday, April 19, 1 p.m. 
Celebrate Richfield’s centennial with a book published by the Richfield Historical Society. Local author Johnson will read from his new Richfield: Minnesota’s Oldest Suburb documenting Richfield's evolution from a rural hamlet to a booming suburb. Sponsored by the Friends of the Augsburg Park Library in collaboration with the Richfield Historical Society and Richfield Celebration Committee.

Minnesota Byways: Doug Ohman's Best Photos and Stories
Rockford Road Library
Monday, April 28, 7 p.m. 
Photographer Doug Ohman will share favorite slides, stories and personal experiences selected from of all his books. Books available for purchase and signing. Sponsored by the Friends of the Rockford Road Library.

Author! Author!: Elaine Davis
St. Anthony Library
Monday, April 28, 6:30 p.m. 
Davis, professor of management at St. Cloud State University, will discuss the tales along with the research and writing process that went into her book, Minnesota 13, a history of the infamous Prohibition years in Stearns County. Sponsored by the Friends of the St. Anthony Library.

Author! Author!: David Housewright 
Rockford Road Library
Tuesday, May 6, 7 p.m. 
Housewright, Minnesota Book Award- and Edgar Award-winner will read from and discuss his work, including his newest book Madman on a Drum. Book signing will follow. Sponsored by the Friends of the Rockford Road Library

Author! Author!: Linda and Kathy Koutsky 
Hopkins Library
Tuesday, May 13, 6:30 p.m. 
Using an astonishing variety of vintage photographs and artifacts, the authors present readers one-of-a-kind vacation getaways in their lavishly illustrated book Minnesota Vacation Days. Sponsored by the Friends of the Hopkins Library.

Celebrate Minnesota's 150th with Marjorie Johnson
Brookdale Library
Saturday, May 17, 1:30 p.m. 
Meet Minnesota State Fair baking legend Marjorie Johnson in person as she talks about her new book, The Road to Blue Ribbon Baking with Marjorie and gives tips for being a blue ribbon winner. Books available for purchase.
Minneapolis Public Library
http://www.mpls.lib.mn.us/   click on “events and classes”
Talk of the Stacks: Will Weaver and Ali Selim: Sweet Land, From Fiction to Film 

A reading series at the Minneapolis Library exploring contemporary literature and culture, presented by The Friends and U.S. Trust. Free with open seating to the public. For more information: 612-630-6174 or www.friendsofmpl.org. In 1989, author Will Weaver received the Minnesota Book Award for Best Fiction for A Gravestone Made of Wheat & Other Stories. Sixteen years later screenwriter and director Ali Selim adapted the title short story from this collection to create the critically acclaimed movie, Sweet Land. Sweet Land received numerous awards including Best Narrative Feature Film at the Hamptons International Film Festival and the Film Independent’ Spirit Award for Best First Feature, and it was named one of the Ten Best Films of 2006 by over a dozen critics. Shot on location in Southern Minnesota, Sweet Land is the story of immigrant America, “a visually indelible movie . . . of extraordinary tenderness (Entertainment Weekly).” In this unique installment of Talk of the Stacks, together Selim and Weaver will discuss fiction writing, film making, and the process of adapting a short story to a feature-length movie. 
	Central—Pohlad Hall S-280

	7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
	Fri., March 28, 2008


Ramsey County Library

http://www.ramsey.lib.mn.us/
Scott County Library   
http://www.scott.lib.mn.us/   under “activities and programs”
SAVAGE LIBRARY  13090 Alabama Ave S 952-707-1770 
CHAT IT UP AUTHOR EVENT:
Saturday, April 5 at 1 pm. Meet four authors whose books are finalists in the Children’s Book category of the 2008 Minnesota Book Awards. Authors Catherine Friend (The Perfect Nest), Lynne Jonell (Emmy and the Incredible Shrinking Rat), Jill Kalz (Farmer Cap), and Mia Posada (Guess What is Growing Inside This Egg) will read from their books and talk about writing books for children. The event is free of charge and open to all ages.
SHAKOPEE LIBRARY  235 S Lewis St 952-233-9590 

MINNESOTA AUTHOR SERIES 2008:
Please watch this space for more detail and perhaps additional author events- please note details are tentative at this time.  All author talks will take place in the large meeting room off the lobby downstairs in the library.  There is no cost to attend and it's open to everyone. You may have a chance to purchase books and have them signed by the authors

· Monday, March 17 at 7 pm: Catherine Watson 

· Tuesday, March 25 at 7 pm, Kathleen Winters   

· Thursday, March 27 at 7 pm, Tim Brady 

· Saturday, March 29 at 1:30 pm, Pat Sinclair 

· Monday, March 31 at 7 pm: Wayne Liebhard 

· Saturday, April 5 at 1:30 pm, David Housewright 

· Sunday, April 6 at 1:30 pm: Julie Peterson 

· Thursday, April 10  at 7 pm, Maureen Smith 

· Tuesday, April 22 at 7 pm: Susan Davis Price 

·  Monday, April 28 at 7 pm, John Diers   

· Thursday, May 1 at 7 pm, Ann Bauer   

· Saturday, May 3 at 10:30 am, Ellen Hart 

St. Paul Public Library
http://www.stpaul.lib.mn.us/programs/eventscalendar.html
Tuesday, January 22
7 p.m. — St. Anthony Park
Minnesota Crime Wave: Ellen Hart & Carl Brookins read from their latest mysteries. 

Wednesday, January 30
7 p.m. — Rondo 
Chia Youyee Vang presents Hmong in Minnesota, revealing the colorful, intricate history of 

Hmong Minnesotans.

Sunday, March 16 
2 p.m. — Central Library, 4th floor meeting room
Author Stan Tekiela presents “Uncommon Facts about Common Birds.”
Washington County Public Library

http://www.co.washington.mn.us/info_for_residents/library/
Twin Cities author Maureen Millea Smith visits Wildwood Branch Library  on Thursday, March 13 at 7 p.m. to discuss her book, When Charlotte Comes Home. A “Hot Reads for Cold Nights” event!
On Thursday, March 13, two of the Minnesota Book Award finalists in the General Nonfiction category will visit R. H. Stafford Branch Library to discuss their books. Event begins at 6:30 p.m. Gather in the Valley Creek Room, lower level of Central Park. Free and open to the public. Wing Young Huie, finalist for Looking for Asian America: An Ethnocentric Tour.  James Dawes, finalist for That the World May Know: Bearing Witness to Atrocity.
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Always check out these sites also:
The Loft Literary Center

http://www.loft.org
Founded in 1974 in a loft above a Minneapolis bookstore, the Loft is now the nation’s largest and most comprehensive literary center, offering programs and services for readers and writers.  Check out its events calendar!

Harper Collins Author Events near You Newsletter

http://www.harpercollins.com/authors.asp?ACT=localevents
Consider signing up for publishers’ newsletters to find out when authors are coming to a town near you.

Minnesota Library Association 

http://www.mnlibraryassociation.org/
Check out the MLA web site for current information 
MELSA Workshop Events

http://www.melsa.org/member/workshop/index.cfm
If you work in the Twin Cities, remember to check the MELSA site for workshops relating to readers’ advisory.

Minnesota Humanities Commission

http://www.thinkmhc.org
Check out the monthly calendars posted at this web site for various events.  

English Department of the University of Minnesota:
http://english.cla.umn.edu/    For more events and info go to http://english.cla.umn.edu/ or call Terri Sutton at 612-626-1528.
Rochester Public Library
http://www.rochesterpubliclibrary.org/
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**Remember to check out your local news outlets for other
 book-related events!**
http://www.twincities.com/mld/twincities/entertainment/books/
Pioneer Press- Books

http://www.twincities.com/entertainment/ci_6084676
Pioneer Press- Literary Calendar
http://www.startribune.com/384
Star Tribune- Books page

http://www.minnesotaliterature.org/calendar.php
Minnesota Literature Newsletter
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Non-obvious Ways to Enhance

Reader' Advisory Knowledge:
1. Visit or subscribe to Daily Media News from GalleyCat (a blog about books and publishing): http://www.mediabistro.com/galleycat 

2. Visit All About Romance (the back fence for lovers of romance novels): http://www.likesbooks.com
3. Check out reviews on this website: Reader’s Robot, http://www.tnrdlib.bc.ca/rr.html
4. Reader’s Advisory Online blog that offers a weekly update, from a scan of more than 100 blogs, newsletters, magazines, newspapers and television.  http://www.readersadvisoronline.com/blog/
5. Read your MLA RART Newsletter!
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Reader’s Advisory Round Table Members Suggest…

Revenge of the Rose by Nicole Galland

Let me start this review with a little explanatory story. My sister Ann lives in Iowa, and for a variety of factors refuses to go to her local library.* This is a problem because she’s always been a huge reader, but not insurmountable because she's lucky enough to have two librarians in the family who are happy to send books her way.

I recently lent Ann a copy of The Birth of Venus, a historical fiction novel written by Sarah Dunant. She finished the book, and said, “I liked it, but could you give me a historical book where the ending doesn't, you know, suck?” And then she suggested that I check out

Revenge of the Rose by Nicole Galland.
I’ve read a certain amount of medieval fiction, but 99.9% of it takes place in England, so it was very interesting to read about life in the Holy Roman Empire (somehow my history classes never really said much about the Holy Roman Empire) around 1200 AD. Plus—and this is a big plus—there is a definite Much Ado About Nothing flavor of palace intrigue, love, secret identities and betrayal that I enjoyed very much. And the ending was charming.

* Note: When Ann and her husband first moved to the area, the librarian told them that they’d be on probation for six months, during which time they could only check out two items at a time. This despite the fact that they brought in a utility bill and their driver’s licenses, both which had their local, current address on it.

—Katherine Stecher

The Eye of Jade by Diane Wei Liang

This is a first mystery novel. Although slower paced than many mysteries, there is a lot of interesting information about life in China. Mei Wang, a private detective, struggles with many conventions in order to live and work as she would like to. One comment I read said that the ambivalent ending fits right in with Chinese culture, although I usually prefer something more definitive. I will be looking for a sequel!

—Christine Cundall
Remember Me: A lively tour of the New American way of death by Lisa Takeuchi Cullen
Lisa takes us on a lively tour of funerals and burials. From being frozen to scattering ashes and from traditional to having a funeral “planner” with a tent and reception line. The Boomers are changing things!

—Jane Stein

The Princess of Burundi by Kjell Eriksson ; translated from the Swedish by Ebba Segerberg.

Winner of the Swedish Crime Academy Award for Best Crime Novel, The Princess of Burundi is set in Uppsala, Sweden, where the snow is piled high and the atmosphere is thick and eerie. A minor thug has been murdered and Detective Ann Lindell is on the case. I enjoyed reading about a police department where an unmarried pregnant detective raised no eyebrows whatsoever in any social context.
—Barbara J. Pierce

Sky Burial: An Epic Love Story of Tibet by Xinran

Sky Burial is a translation in English from Chinese. It is a small book and I thought it would be an interesting quick read. It is a fictionalized tale, which seems to be based on events in the life of a female Chinese doctor, Shu Wen, and her husband (also a doctor) in 1950’s China. The bulk of the story is set around Wen’s attempt to find her husband, who had enlisted in the Army and was sent to Tibet, then was thought to be dead. It’s a story of various kinds of love, faiths and strength. I am haunted by the isolation that Wen endured, I couldn’t have coped the way she did. The story also gave me better insight into the country of Tibet. It was something different for me to read and I really liked this story.
—Angie Noyes
Fans of urban fantasy will want to try this new series by Patricia Briggs about Mercy Thompson (Mercy Thompson Series, book one: Moon Blood), a Native American auto mechanic and skinwalker who can transform into a coyote in world filled with Fae, vampires, and werewolves. What makes this series stand out from the glut of urban fantasy is how likeable and self-reliant Mercy proves she’s no slave to her hormones, although of course you have the requisite love triangle/quadrangle to add a little sexual tension. Fans of Laurell K. Hamilton’s Anita Blake series and Kim Harrison’s Rachel Morgan series will find this series a delight, if a little less steamy than Anita’s and Rachel’s.

—Jody Wurl
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We couldn’t end this newsletter with out some great Irish themed books and other items!

White Goats and Black Bees by Donald Grant. It’s nonfiction and written by an American, but it’s still a humorous and evocative account of both life in the Irish-speaking West of Ireland and being a stranger in a land that’s a little stranger than you anticipated. Affectionate but not unduly sentimental about Ireland or farming. (JB)
The Third Policeman by Flann O’Brien. O’Brien, also known as Myles na Gopaleen, was a literary prankster known for his surrealistic and often black humor. This posthumous novel is classic O’Brien with an unfortunate one-legged farmer caught up in a robbery gone wrong. Murder results and the farmer spends much of the rest of the book in conversation with the dead man in question, ending up in the barracks of three metaphysical policemen (who can become bicycles). Confusing yes, but quite a literary ride. (JB)
Dubliners by James Joyce. Some of Joyce’s most accessible work, these portraits of Dublin are diverse and unsentimental in their assessment of Irish culture, Irish political troubles, and Irish character in the early 20th century. Each short story is a window into a brief moment of its protagonist’s life, and though common themes and locations link the stories, the characters themselves never overlap. If you only read one story, read the final one, “The Dead,” a heartbreaking and beautiful exegesis on love, nationalism, and religion. In my opinion (such as it is), the final few pages are some of the most beautiful prose written in the English language. (JB)
Are You Somebody? : The Accidental Memoir of a Dublin Woman by Nuala O’Faolain.  “Irish Times columnist O'Faolain seeks to understand the events of her life by baring her soul to the world in a memoir of her experiences with love and loneliness and her journey of self-discovery. This autobiography is unlike most others in that O’Faolain’s frank and open examination speaks to both American and European audiences. Transcending her rural Irish childhood (one of nine children, an alcoholic mother, and a philandering father), she tries to find purpose through reading, education, and a career rather than the traditional life of wife and mother. The author speaks of events and predicaments that are universal: the need for purpose in life; the search for satisfaction; and the desire we all have to be somebody.”—Amazon.
Almost There: The Onward Journey of a Dublin Woman by Nuala O'Faolain. Almost There continues where Are You Somebody? leaves off. “She opens by listing what she doesn't have, as she enters her mid-50s—someone to love, someone to love her, money, a workplace, a pension—but it’s clear love is her biggest problem: “How have I ended up with nobody?” readers will enjoy O'Faolain for her witty turns of phrase: as an ex-smoker, she follows street smokers “to gulp their slipstreams,” and she fears she’s aging so badly she's “joining the rejects of the next-to-Last-Judgment.” Her self-deprecation . . . can be oddly comforting.”—Amazon.
How the Irish Saved Civilization by Thomas Cahill. “In this delightful and illuminating look into a crucial but little-known ‘hinge’ of history, Thomas Cahill takes us to the ‘island of saints and scholars,’ the Ireland of St. Patrick and the Book of Kells. Here, far from the barbarian despoliation of the continent, monks and scribes laboriously, lovingly, even playfully preserved the West’s written treasury. When stability returned in Europe, these Irish scholars were instrumental in spreading learning, becoming not only the conservators of civilization, but also the shapers of the medieval mind, putting their unique stamp on Western culture.”—Amazon.
An Old Woman's Reflections by Peig Sayers. “Storytelling kept alive the myths, legends and history of the Blasket Islands. In her old age, Peig Sayers, recounted her life to her son who recorded the tale in this book. She recalls the events of her life and her simple philosophy in a moving poetic style. Such everyday tasks as collecting turf for roots, catching and eating seals, and preparing for a wake are depicted alongside such momentous events as drownings at sea, pilgrimages, and the spread of the news of the Easter uprising in 1916. The Blasket Islands are three miles off Irelands Dingle Peninsula. Until their evacuation just after the Second World War, the lives of the 150 or so Blasket Islanders had remained unchanged for centuries. A rich oral tradition of story-telling, poetry, and folktales kept alive the legends and history of the islands, and has made their literature famous throughout the world.”—Amazon
Peig: The Autobiography of Peig Sayers of the Great Blasket Island by Peig Sayers & Bryan MacMahon. 
Haunted Ground by Erin Hart. “The Irish landscape holds secrets past and present as archaeologist Cormac O'Callaghan and pathologist Nora Gavin encounter a mystery when a decapitated woman is found in the bogs who may be related to a recent mother/child disappearance.”—Novelist.
The Mammy by Brendan O'Carroll. “An Irish widow raises her seven children alone, refusing to be overwhelmed by any obstacle in her path.”—Novelist.
Artemis Fowl by Eoin Colfer. “When Artemis learns that his father has been kidnapped by the Russian mob, he races to the Arctic Circle to make a daring rescue, where he finds an old acquaintance, Captain Holly Short, who is investigating a plot of the goblin mob.”—Novelist
Frank McCourt's biographies, beginning with Angela’s Ashes, are brilliant, especially when you get them in audiobook format where he reads them himself. (JW)
Pretty much anything that Andrew M. Greeley writes. He has great characters, suspenseful and romantic plots, and great way with language. (JW)
Paddy Clarke, ha-ha- ha by Roddy Doyle. In the late 1960s, Paddy Clarke, 10, wants to be tough like his friends in their Dublin neighborhood.—Novelist.
1916 by Morgan Llywelyn. Revolutionaries fight in the Easter Rising in an attempt to release Ireland from England's rule. 1916 tells the tale of 15-year-old Ned Halloran, a young Titanic survivor who lost both of his parents in that disaster. Upon his return to his native Ireland, he becomes embroiled in its rapidly changing political scene. The headmaster of his school is a renowned scholar and also a rebel and patriot for the Irish cause. Ned acts as a courier for the rebels, becoming more and more supportive of their struggle. The young man's coming-of-age is complicated by his feelings of nationalism, the love of several women, and his rescue of a young orphan during a street battle. (Part of a quintet of novels: 1916, 1921, 1949, 1972, and 1999.)—Novelist & Amazon
Green Journey by Jon Hassler. Agatha McGee is following a dream, though it might be late in the game. She's just retired from a career of teaching and travels to Ireland in search of the romance she never had time for. And along the way, she not only discovers people she would never have let herself know before, but learns through experience, at long last, that love is unpredictable, unstoppable, and never appears as we dream it will. Amazon.
My Dream of You by Nuala O'Faolain. This bittersweet account of middle aged love is quite atomospheric with a strong sense of place.  The heroine's idyllic getaway spot was almost another character in the novel.

Felicia's Journey by William Trevor. Another atomospheric novel with a strong sense of place and time.

The Woman Who Walked Into Doors by Roddy Doyle. A somehow uplifting story of wife beating, Irish style.

Irish Music:
Afro-Celt Sound System

Altan 
Mary Black

The Bothy Band

Kevin Burke (solo or with any of his bands)

The Chieftains

De Danann

The Dropkick Murphys
Enya

Flogging Molly 
Martin Hayes with Dennis Cahill

Lunasa

Katie Mahon [local Irish singer]
Sinead O'Connor

Patrick Street
The Pogues
Sharon Shannon
Solas [local MN band]
Teada
Van Morrison

Favorite Irish Movies:
An Everlasting Piece

The Boondock Saints
Circle of Friends (based on the book by Maeve Binchy)

The Commitments

The Matchmaker 
Once

The Quiet Man

The Secret of Roan Inish

Waking Ned Devine
War of the Buttons
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