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Welcome to the 7th edition of the MLA’s RART newsletter.
Feel free to share resources, events, and ideas with your colleagues by submitting them for inclusion in the next issue. 
 Please email your submissions to angie.noyes@co.washington.mn.us


On Saturday, April 28, 2007, twenty librarians and book-lovers interested in readers’ advisory met to discuss books, listen to Minnesota author Catherine Friend discuss her recent book Hit By a Farm: How I Learned To Stop Worrying and Love the Barn, and discover more about readers’ advisory for senior patrons.  

After a brief break (and more coffee and pastries), Catherine Friend took the stage.  A Zumbrota farmer, Catherine discussed her previously published nonfiction book, her picture books – including A Perfect Nest – and her upcoming romantic fiction titles.  She was very frank about her experiences farming, and had some very funny anecdotes regarding the ten years she has lived in a rural area.
The final session of the day was particularly informative.  A three-person panel composed of Anoka County outreach librarian Janet Kleckner, Borders’ Corporate Relations Manager Liz Geatke, and Boutwell’s Landing (retirement facility) nurse Cindy Gardener all provided insight on how best to assist senior library patrons.

Janet focused on books that her outreach patrons particularly enjoyed (specifically “low stress” titles, such as the Miss Julia series and books by Debbie Macomber, as well as books that have an element of familiar regarding location, era, etc.), but also warned us not to put all seniors into a niche – their tastes are as varied as any other age group’s.  

Liz related the purchasing patterns of senior Border’s customers at the Roseville store.  For example, 62% of books purchased by seniors are mystery/thrillers, followed by literary fiction titles, history books, biographies/autobiographies, and children’s books.  In general, cozy mysteries are popular, as are romance books, and various Minnesota authors – Vince Flynn, John Sandford, etc.  

Cindy Gardener focused more on the general needs of seniors, rather than focusing on reading tastes.  She advised us to always be the patron’s advocate, and remember that vision and hearing loss are common among the elderly, and always volunteer to assist them in finding specific titles.  (For example, macular degeneration affects central vision while leaving peripheral vision intact, making it difficult for many seniors to locate books on the shelf or read synopses on the backs of audio book cases.)  Cindy recommended visiting local retirement facilities and senior centers to inform residents of the services offered by their local libraries.  She also provided many helpful handouts of services for Minnesota residents that are visually impaired.

Submitted by RART Chair Katherine Stechner
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Summer Web Sites - Blogs Anyone?
Remember to bookmark useful RA web sites for yourself as well as to send them to this newsletter to share with others.

A blog (short for web log) is a website where entries are written in chronological order and displayed in reverse chronological order.

Blogs provide commentary or news on a particular subject such as food, politics, or local news; some function as more personal online diaries. A typical blog combines text, images, and links to other blogs, web pages, and other media related to its topic. The ability for readers to leave comments in an interactive format is an important part of many blogs. Most blogs are primarily textual, although some focus on photographs (photoblog), sketchblog, videos (vlog), music (MP3 blog), or audio (podcasting), and are part of a wider network of social media.

The term "blog" is a portmanteau of the words web and log (Web log). "Blog" can also be used as a verb, meaning to maintain or add content to a blog.  Taken from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blog

Article at   http://lu.com/ranews/dec2005/cords.cfm
A novel approach., by: Cambié, Silvia, Communication World, 07447612, May/Jun2007, Vol. 24, Issue 3
http://www.waterborolibrary.org/blog.htm
http://www.sarahweinman.com/
http://papercuts.tscpl.org/
Visit the Ornery Librarian (an eclectic assortment of reviews, etc.) http://ornerylibrarian.blogspot.com
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Some Great Articles
Share interesting articles with your colleagues by submitting them to this quarterly newsletter.  They don’t all have to be on the web.  You can also send in a citation and have us use some of those great resources we have at work!

Gray, Robert.  “Should Americans Read More Literature in Translation?”  www.wordswithoutborders.org/article.php?lab=ShouldAmericans
Hartwell, David G.   “Why Genres Matter”.  http://lu.com/ranews/june2005/hartwell.cfm.

Jacob, Merle.  “Weeding the Fiction Collection; or should I dump Peyton Place?”  Reference & User Services Quarterly, Spring 2001, pp. 234-239.

McCook, Kathleen de la Pena.   “The first virtual reality (importance of reading guidance in library work)”.  American Libraries, July/Aug. 1993, p. 626.

Mediatore, Kaite.  Reading With Your Ears; Readers’ Advisory and Audio Books”.  Reference & User Services Quarterly, Summer 2003, p. 381

Orr, Cindy.  “Cindy Orr’s Golden Rules of Readers’ Advisory Service”.  http://lu.com/ranews/june2005/orr.cfm
Ross, Catherine Sheldrick and Mary K. Chelton, “Reader’s Advisory:  Matching Mood and Material”.  Library Journal, 2/1/01, p. 52-55.
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What’s Happening Around the State

Anoka County Library  
http://www.anoka.lib.mn.us/    click on “What’s Happening”
Carver County Library 

http://www.carverlib.org/      click on “view all events”

Date: Saturday, June 16, 2007  Start Time: 2:00 pm Location: Chanhassen Branch
Category: Summer Reading Program Description Authors Mary Logue and Pete Hautman are the authors of the teen series, Bloodwater mysteries. The first book is called "Snatched": An eerie new mystery series set in the town of Bloodwater begins and features two offbeat detectives--Roni Delicata, a pushy reporter for the school newspaper; and Brian Bain, a quiet science geek who has a tendency to blow things up. One of their class mates is kidnapped- and they are the only ones who figure out where she is being held! 

Number two in the series is due out May 10-  The Bloodwater Mysteries: Skullduggery (Bloodwater Mysteries) All ages will find this talk interesting! Books will be for sale. 

Dakota County Library

http://www.co.dakota.mn.us/LeisureRecreation/CountyLibraries/default.htm
Hennepin County Library
http://www.hclib.org/pub/events/AllEventsAction.cfm?Type=U
Life on the Land in St. Bonifacius: Opa and Oma Together.   Westonka Library
Tuesday, June 12, 1 p.m. Author Patrick Mader will bring eye-catching enlargements of Andrew Holmquists's illustrations to exhibit during the reading of his children's book.

Author! Author! Roger Stelljes. Maple Grove Library Wednesday, June 13, 7 p.m. 
Maple Grove resident Stelljes talks about his highly acclaimed crime thriller, "The St. Paul Conspiracy," a fast-moving story of murder, greed and treason. Books will be available for purchase. Sponsored by the Friends of the Maple Grove Library.
Author! Author! Catherine Watson Plymouth Library Tuesday, June 19, 7 p.m.
Former StarTribune senior travel editor Catherine Watson will read and discuss her latest book "Roads Less Traveled" - a collection of travel essays spanning 30 years and seven continents. Sponsored by the Friends of the Plymouth Library.
Author! Author! Richard Peck
Ridgedale Library Tuesday, June 19, 7 p.m. 
Brookdale Library Wednesday, June 20, 10:30 a.m.
Ridgedale Library Wednesday, June 20, 1:30 p.m.
Eden Prairie Library Thursday, June 21, 10:30 a.m.  
Southdale Library Thursday, June 21, 1:30 p.m.
Meet Richard Peck, award-winning author of "A Year Down Yonder," "On the Wings of Heroes," and many other books for kids and young adults. Books will be available for purchase and signing.
Author! Author! Eric Dregni 
Southdale Library Thursday, June 21, 7 p.m. 
Brooklyn Park Library Monday, June 25, 7 p.m.
Maple Grove Library Wednesday, June 27, 7 p.m.
Ridgedale Library Monday, July 9, 7:30 p.m.
Travel expert and author of "Weird Minnesota" and "Midwest Marvels," Dregni will fill you with ideas for a fun summer vacation! He will discuss his books and show slides of one-of-a-kind tourist destinations from the Midwest. Sponsored by the Friends of the Southdale Library.
Author! Author! Dick Hill  Edina Library Saturday, June 23, 1:30-3 p.m. 
Hill will talk about his book "Battle Talk!," winner of the Five Stars Book Award from the Military Writers Society of America, that is based on his radio interviews with hundreds of fellow Marines during the Korean War. Sponsored by the Friends of the Edina Library in collaboration with Edina Community Education - Marsha Buchok.
Author! Author! Faith Sullivan
Hopkins Library Tuesday, July 10, 6:30 p.m. 
Penn Lake Library Thursday, July 12, 1 p.m.
Minnesota author Faith Sullivan, who is in the process of writing three new books, will talk about her writing and novels which deal with women's experiences of self-discovery. Sponsored by the Friends of the Hopkins Library.
One Book, One Community Book Discussion: "Population 485" Excelsior Library Monday, Aug. 6, 7 p.m. 
Author Michael Perry's "Population 485: Meeting Your Neighbors One Siren at a Time" captured the lives and personalities of a small-town through the eyes of a volunteer EMT. Sponsored by the Friends of the Excelsior Library in collaboration with Excelsior Bay Books.
Author! Author! Michael Perry  Excelsior Library Wednesday, Aug. 15, 7 p.m. 
Meet humorous storyteller Perry, author of this year's One Book, One Community selection "Population 485," who will inspire with his wit and wisdom. Books and CDs will be available for purchase and signing. Sponsored by the Friends of the Excelsior Library in collaboration with the Shoreshore Center and Excelsior Bay Books. Location: Southshore Center 5735 Country Club Road Shorewood, MN 55331. His website: sneezingcow.com says it all!  Check it out!
Minneapolis Public Library
http://www.mpls.lib.mn.us/   click on “events and classes”
Pride Month GLBT Author Reading 

Come hear some of the finest GLBT writers in the Twin Cities at this special Pride event reading. Featured readers include: Emily August, Elizabeth Jarrett Andrew, Antay Bilgutay, Catherine Friend, Andrea Jenkins, Lori Lake, John Medeiros, Kevin Moore, Juliet Patterson, Michael Seward and many others. Youth from Outward Spiral’s Empowered Voices program will present a reading. The evening begins with a gallery talk highlighting the Out @ The Library exhibition that gives voice to GLBT culture and history and a coffee/dessert buffet from 6-7 pm. The author reading is 7-8:30 p.m. The event is sponsored by Best Buy, SASE and Intermedia Arts. 
	Central Pohlad Hall S-280
	7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
	Wed., June 27, 2007


Reading, Writing and Reviewing: Twenty-Five Years at The Washington Post Book World with Michael Dirda 

Pulitzer-Prize Winning Critic Michael Dirda is the author of two collections of essays, a memoir, and a guide to reading and its life lessons (Book by Book: Notes on Reading and Life). Sponsored by The Friends and U.S. Trust. For more info: 612-630-6174 or www.friendsofmpl.org Free and open to the public. 

	Central Pohlad Hall S-280
	7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
	Thu., July 5, 2007


The Stuff of Thought: Steven Pinker 

Leading cognitive scientist and best-selling author Dr. Steven Pinker, named one of TIME magazine's 100 Most Influential People in The World Today, will explore "Language as a Window into Human Nature." Sponsored by The Friends and U.S. Trust. Free and open to the public. 612-630-6174 or www.friendsofmpl.org 

	Central Pohlad Hall S-280
	7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
	Thu., September 20, 2007


Ramsey County Library

http://www.ramsey.lib.mn.us/
Scott County Library   
http://www.scott.lib.mn.us/   under “activities and programs”
St. Paul Public Library
http://www.stpaul.lib.mn.us/programs/eventscalendar.html
Thursday, June 14, 7 p.m. - Riverview Larry Millett presents a walking tour of the architecture in and around the West Side, as shown in his new book, The AIA Guide to the Twin Cities: The Essential Source on the Architecture of Minneapolis and St. Paul. Reservations required, as space is limited. Please call 651-222-3242 to reserve your place! In case of rain, Millett leads a virtual tour with a slideshow. Copies of the AIA Guide will be available for sale, provided by Micawber's Books. Sponsored by The Friends. Tour is Full.
Wednesday June 20, 7 p.m. - Merriam Park
Billie Young talks about her upcoming book on the history of the Saint Paul Public Library

Washington County Public Library

http://www.co.washington.mn.us/info_for_residents/library/
Always check out these sites also:
The Loft Literary Center

http://www.loft.org
Founded in 1974 in a loft above a Minneapolis bookstore, the Loft is now the nation's largest and most comprehensive literary center, offering programs and services for readers and writers.  Check out its events calendar!

Harper Collins Author Events near You Newsletter

http://www.harpercollins.com/authors.asp?ACT=localevents
Consider signing up for publishers’ newsletters to find out when authors are coming to a town near you.

Minnesota Library Association 

http://www.mnlibraryassociation.org/
Check out the MLA web site for current information 
MELSA Workshop Events

http://www.melsa.org/member/workshop/index.cfm
If you work in the Twin Cities, remember to check the MELSA site for workshops relating to readers’ advisory.

Minnesota Humanities Commission

http://www.thinkmhc.org
Check out the monthly calendars posted at this web site for various events.  

English Department of the University of Minnesota:
http://english.cla.umn.edu/    For more events and info go to http://english.cla.umn.edu/ or call Terri Sutton at 612-626-1528.
Rochester Public Library
http://www.rochesterpubliclibrary.org/
July 28 Yuko Taniguchi (author of The Ocean in the Closet, www.yukotaniguchi.com) will be speaking at the Rochester Public Library at noon. 

 

**Remember to check out your local news outlets for other
 book-related events!**
http://www.twincities.com/mld/twincities/entertainment/books/
Pioneer Press- Books

http://www.twincities.com/entertainment/ci_6084676
Pioneer Press- Literary Calendar
http://www.startribune.com/384
Star Tribune- Books page

http://www.minnesotaliterature.org/calendar.php
Minnesota Literature Newsletter
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Non-obvious ways to

 enhance Reader' Advisory Knowledge:

1.  Visit the Bookslut website (interviews, reviews and more):  www.bookslut.com/blog
2.  Subscribe to Publisher's Lunch: http://www.caderbooks.com
3. Visit SFsite (home page for science fiction and fantasy): http://www.sfsite.com
4. Sign up for the Borders Reward program (email newsletters, etc.):  www.bordersrewards.com
5.  Keep a reader's notebook for yourself, listing titles, genres, etc. On line source like http://www.librarything.com/
6. Look for titles reviewed in non-book periodicals such as science journals or cooking magazines.
7.  Read the book review columns in PEOPLE and ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY on a weekly basis.
8.  Attend writers' conferences. Examples: Boucheron, Worldcon, RWA
9.  Visit the Bookshelves of Doom (book news and reviews):  http://bookshelvesofdoom.blogs.com
10. Read your MLA RART Newsletter!
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Reader’s Advisory Round Table Members Suggest…

When I picked up Atul Gawande's Complications: A Surgeon's Notes on an Imperfect Science, I fully expected it to fit into "the books you should read" category.  After the first few attention-grabbing pages, I was surprised to find that Complications offers a thoughtful and fascinating read, while covering topics relevant to anyone who may ever find themselves in an operating room.  From an introduction that draws on Gawande's own experiences illustrating the uncertainty of medical diagnoses and surgical care, to the final chapter, which follows the case of a young woman with a rare and horrifying disease, Complications manages to be, as Time magazine noted, riveting. 

 

By Katherine Stechner

This nonfiction book: The Faith Club: a Muslim, a Christian, a Jew - three women search for understanding by Ranya Idliby, Suzanne Oliver, Priscilla Warner is a very thought provoking read that would be great to discuss in a book club setting.  The three women came together to write a children's book but before they could do that they had to openly discuss issues that divided them and drew controversial opinions as well as those that were common to all three faiths.Another nonfiction book that is a very inspirational read is: Waking: a memoir of trauma and transcendence by Matt Sanford.  By the way his book won the Minnesota's Reader's Choice award at the Minnesota Book Award ceremony in May.  At age 13 Matt was in a tragic auto accident killing his father and sister.  He was left paralyzed from the chest down.  This is his story of recovery and triumph.

 

Last Town on Earth by Thomas Mullen would be a fun fiction book to discuss in a book club.  The setting is 1918 on the west coast of the U.S.  WWI and the flu pandemic are the subject matter.  The last town on earth is a very small town that decides to close itself off with no one coming into the town and no one leaving.  Guards are set up but a shooting takes place and there are devastating repercussions for the entire town.  Another fiction book club book to discuss is Plum Wine by Angela Davis-Gardner.  It takes place in Japan during the Vietnam War with feelings and twists surrounding Hiroshima.

 

Enjoy summer with a good read either at the beach or on the porch.  

By Jane Stein 

The Glass Castle by Jeanette Wall alternately amazed me by the resilience of the author and her siblings, and irritated me by the actions of their parents. It is quite a testament to the strength of the human spirit.

Alarming, mesmerizing, unsettling, in A year of fog by Michelle Richmond Abby never looses hope that Emma, Jake’s daughter, is alive. Abby, a photographer is out on a foggy San Francisco beach with her fiancé’s daughter, Emma, who vanishes when Abby stops to take a photo. Emma’s disappearance along with the trauma and guilt erodes the relationship between Abby and Jake. Jake is convinced that Emma drowned, while Abby is certain she’s alive. 

By Christine Cundall

The Post-Birthday World by Lionel Shriver.  A page turner set in London and other UK hot spots. Alternating chapters provide alternating sets of events.  Should the Russian-American expatriate go for the sexy snooker player or the absent-minded policy wonk?  This book lets her (and you) have it both ways.

By Barbara J. Pierce
My Antonia, by Willa Cather

Needing a “book” for one of my recent long car rides I chose My Antonia, read by Patrick Lawlor.  I must say that although I’ve had some very positive experiences with recorded books, this is one book that is far more satisfying in the print format. I remember my reactions to the book when I did read it years ago, the pleasure derived from Cather’s descriptions of the land and its people.  Cather, having lived during the same time period depicted in the book, must have had some wonderful friendships with immigrant families.  Antonia Shimerda, around whom the story flows, is one of the better female characters written.  Cather does not shrink from attributing some less than nice characteristics to Tony, but that only deepens our knowing her and her story.
By Karla Businaro
I have been reading Yasmina Khadra’s The Attack.  Khadra is the author of The Swallows of Kabul.  The story evolves around Dr. Amin Jaafari, an Arab-Israeli surgeon working in Tel Aviv, who experiences first hand the affects of a suicide bomber. This description from the jacket says it all:

“From the graphic, beautifully rendered description of the bombing that opens the novel to

the searing conclusion, The Attack portrays the reality of terrorism and its incalculable spiritual 

costs. Intense and humane, devoid of political bias, hatred, and polemics, it probes deep inside

the Muslim world and gives readers a profound understanding of what seems impossible to 

understand.”
I wasn’t sure I would appreciate this book.  The subject matter isn’t something I would normally expose myself to.  But I felt compelled, with the things going on in the world, to read the book.  I am halfway through it and I don’t want to say it’s a book I am “enjoying”- but I do like it.  Khadra has a way of drawing you into the book through is main character, Dr. Jaafari.  Jaafari’s sadness and remorse are so palatable that you want to know the truth just as badly as he does.  For those who want to know more about the Middle East, but don’t want a hard core, in your face story this is a very good title to share.
By Angie Noyes
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