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December 2007
Welcome to the 9th edition of the MLA’s RART newsletter.
Feel free to share resources, events, and ideas with your colleagues by submitting them for inclusion in the next issue. 
 Please email your submissions to angie.noyes@co.washington.mn.us
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Annual MLA Conference

 

The 2007 MLA conference - from a RART perspective October 23-26, 2007 'Tis the day after conference, And all through the Alltel Center, Not a creature is stirring, Not even a leadership mentor. I know, I know, that isn't quite as poetic as the original, but the sentiment is still true: the 2007 MLA Conference is officially over.  We wrapped up Friday afternoon following an energizing session by Overdue Media's Bill Barnes and Gene Ambaum.  They were absolutely hilarious --somehow they managed to be both motivational and de-motivational at the same time -- and the extra dash of irony was well appreciated.

The conference ended on a laugh, and if you are a RART member, it started with a laugh as well.  On Wednesday evening at 6:00, over 30 librarians/library staff/library lovers congregated at Pub 500 for an evening of books and beer.  After the first round we held our mandated "business meeting," which I'm disappointed to say lasted longer than the 3 and a half minutes I had allotted (it actually was closer to five).  Three hours later we headed back to our respective hotels, excited about books that other attendees had recommended, potential authors to contact for future programming, and if you happened to be me, the deep-fried brownie I had in lieu of dinner. I won't take the time to rave about every RA-related session, but for me the highlights included the trying out a 5/8 scale replica of a Gutenberg Press, talking about fiction with author Sandra Benitez, and an hour and a half on Friday morning devoted to books, music, and movies from India.  Life is good. Now we just need to think up ideas for next year's conference.     
Submitted by RART Chair Katherine Stechner
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Web Stuff:
http://www.wordswithoutborders.org/
http://www.complete-review.com/links/links.html
www.basbleu.com
http://librarianavengers.org/?page_id=3
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Some Great Articles
“2.0 for Readers,”  Wyatt, Neal. Library Journal; 11/1/2007, Vol. 132 Issue 18, p30-33, 4p, 2c.
This article demonstrates how annotations kept on index cards, or in notebooks have evolved into reader reviews added to catalogs, lists in Book Space and the development of personal Book shelves. The culmination of these new tools results in "conversations" about books and encourages further exploration for the patron and provides a wealth on information for the RA interview.

[image: image5.wmf]
“Genres on My Mind,” by Joyce Saricks (At Leisure) Booklists Nov 1 2007 page 26.

Jocye Saricks over committed herself (like the rest of us) and considered how to read better for a genre study. She suggests reading thoughtfully by looking for the elements we expect, find missing, and what other books/ authors does this one resemble.
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“Make It British Books For Christmas.” British Heritage, Jan2008, Vol. 28 Issue 6, p38-43, 6p; (AN 27191960)
A panel of veteran British Heritage writers were asked to share some of their favorite titles from the past year.
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“Protect Your Brain with a Book.” Prevention, Dec2007, Vol. 59 Issue 12, p27-27, 1p, 1c; (AN 27524757)
The article presents information on reading. The author notes that the average number books read per person per year is only four, but research from the Baltimore, Maryland Center for Occupational and Environmental Neurology theorize that reading develops brain health that can be accessed when disease or aging affects mental ability.
[image: image8.wmf]
“Our bluffer's guide to the year in books: Hold your own at any Christmas dinner party.”  New Statesman, 11/26/2007, Vol. 137 Issue 4870, p56-58, 2p; (AN 27594800)
In this article the author provides a list of notable books published in 2007 and advises readers, who might not have not read the selections, on how they can appear to have done so. A number of books are cited including "The God Delusion," by Richard Dawkins, "Absurdistan," by Gary Shteyngart and "Ideology: an Introduction," by Terry Eagleton.
[image: image9.wmf]
“The Future of Reading.” (cover story) By: Levy, Steven. Newsweek, 11/26/2007, Vol. 150 Issue 22, p56-64, 7p, 3 diagrams, 4c, 1bw; (AN 27602562)
This article focuses on the evolution of reading in the digital age and the plans of Amazon.com chief executive officer, Jeff Bezos, to unveil the electronic book device, the Amazon Kindle. Bezos hopes the Kindle will revolutionize the way in which readers read and the book publishing industry. The design of the Kindle is discussed. INSETS: Words and Meaning; Can It Kindle the Imagination?
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“The Gift of Words.” Writing, Nov/Dec2007, Vol. 30 Issue 3, p22-23, 2p; (AN 27459139)
A personal narrative is presented which explores author Gary Paulsen's experience of being introduced to reading books, which inspired him to write and changed his life.

Share interesting articles with your colleagues by submitting them to this quarterly newsletter.  They don’t all have to be on the web.  You can also send in a citation and have us use some of those great resources we have at work!
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What’s Happening Around the State

Anoka County Library  
http://www.anoka.lib.mn.us/    click on “What’s Happening”
Carver County Library 

http://www.carverlib.org/      click on “view all events”

Author: Lorna Landvik: Date: Saturday, January 12, 2008  Start Time: 1:00 pm   End Time: 2:30 pm  Location: Chanhassen Branch Category: Author Talks
Description :Join us at the Chanhassen Library as Minnesota author Lorna Lanvik helps us kick off the Carver Count Libraries adult reading program, Hot Reads for Cold Nights.

Humor columnist: Al Sicherman:  Date: Saturday, February 23, 2008 Start Time: 1:00 pm   End Time: 2:00 pm Location: Waconia Branch Category: Author Talks
 Description: Retired Columnist for the Star Tribune, Al Sicherman will be discussing his new book, Uncle Al's Geexer Salad. Come help us wind up Hot Reads for Cold Nights, Carver County's adult reading program.

Dakota County Library

http://www.co.dakota.mn.us/LeisureRecreation/CountyLibraries/default.htm
Hot Reads for Cold Nights 2007 Hot Reads Rave Reviews
Each January and February, Dakota County Library does its best to ward off the winter blues by offering the 'Hot Reads for Cold Nights' reading club for adults. Interested grown-ups are invited to register for the program (for which they will be rewarded with a packet of goodies) and then fill out entry blanks reviewing each book they read through the course of the program. Entries are put into weekly drawings for prizes. Read what you like, when you like! Registration starts in January. See you then!
Hennepin County Library
http://www.hclib.org/pub/events/AllEventsAction.cfm?Type=U
Author! Author! Sharon Draper
Brookdale Library
Wednesday, Dec. 5, 12:30 p.m. 
Meet Draper, award-winning author of teen and children's books ("Tears of a Tiger," "Copper Sun" and others). Books available for purchase and signing. Sponsored by the Library Foundation
Author! Author! Ann Zemke
Hopkins Library
Saturday, Dec. 8, 10:30 a.m. 
Quilter Zemke tells her grandmother's story, an orphan train rider in 1906, through her quilt and book, "They Named Me Marjorie." Books available for purchase and signing.

Author! Author! Joan Jarvis Ellison
Edina Library
Saturday, Dec. 15, 1:30 p.m. 
Ellison uses essays and photographs to chronicle the changes to Pelican Rapids, Minnesota over a 10-year period with the arrival of Bosnian refugees. This presentation is in conjunction with the "Faces of Change" exhibit at the library. Sponsored by the Friends of the Edina Library.
Undiscovered Spain
Wayzata Library
Saturday, Jan. 26, 1:30 p.m. 
Seasoned traveler and writer John Toren ("Mountain Upside Down") takes you on a visual tour of Spain, from the Pyrenees to the Almeria province. Toren's travel and historical articles appear regularly in the History Channel Magazine

Hot Reads Presents Author Al Sicherman
Maple Grove Library
Sunday, Jan. 27, 2 p.m. 
The former StarTribune writer talks about his book "Uncle Al's Geezer Salad: A Mixed Bag of Reports on Overlong Repair Projects, Smart Remarks and a Whole Lot of One Man's Decline into Mental Cottage Cheese." Books available for purchase. Sponsored by the Friends of the Maple Grove Library.

Author! Author! Mary Casanova
Champlin Library
Saturday, Feb. 2, 2:30 p.m. 
For kids in Kindergarten-grade 6. Casanova, author of numerous children's books, will be presenting "Unlikely Heroes" discussing the popular Dog Watch series, her recent picture book "Some Dog!" and her newest novel "The Klipfish Code." Sponsored by the Friends of the Champlin Library.

Hot Reads Presents Author William Kent Krueger
Edina Library
Monday, Feb. 4, 6:30-7:45 p.m. 
Krueger will read from his latest Cork O'Connor mystery "Thunder Bay" and his 2007 Minnesota Book Award winner, "Copper River." Sponsored by the Friends of the Edina Library.

Author! Author! Lynne Jonell
Wayzata Library
Saturday, Feb. 9, 1:30 p.m. 
For kids in grades 4-6. Local author Jonell will discuss her new book "Emmy and the Incredible Shrinking Rat." First 20 kids to arrive will receive signed posters from the author. Sponsored by Hennepin County Library in collaboration with The Bookcase of Wayzata.

American Classic Literature and D.H. Lawrence 
Southdale Library
Monday, Feb. 11, 11 a.m. 
Bob Solotaroff, literature instructor at Osher Lifelong Learning Institute, explores American classics from the perspective of D.H. Lawrence - what he got right and what he missed.
Hot Reads Presents Author Stephen Paske
Maple Grove Library
Saturday, Feb. 16, 1:30 p.m. 
Paske, former Maple Grove resident and former All-State cross-country runner, reads from his first novel, "Breaking Stride: A Runner's Tale," which takes an inside look into the world of the competitive runner. Books will be available for purchase. Sponsored by the Friends of the Maple Grove Library.

Hot Reads Presents Author Connie Brockway
Eden Prairie Library
Thursday, Feb. 21, 7 p.m. 
New York Times bestselling romance writer and two-time Romance Writers of America's Rita Award Brockway will read from her latest novel, "Skinny Dipping." Other works include historical romances "The Rose Hunters" and "McClairen's Isle" series.

Hot Reads Presents Author Matthew Sanford
Wayzata Library
Saturday, Feb. 23, 1:30 p.m. 
Sanford's "Waking: A Memoir of Trauma and Transcendence" chronicles his journey from the intensive care unit to becoming a paralyzed yoga instructor and founder of a nonprofit organization, his understanding of the connection between mind and body, and existence as a "whole" person. Books will be available for purchase and signing. Sponsored by the Friends of the Wayzata Library in collaboration with The Bookcase of Wayzata.

Minneapolis Public Library
http://www.mpls.lib.mn.us/   click on “events and classes”
Inside Altered Books: Unbinding the Book
Presented by Dr. Betty Bright, book arts historian, and Chip Schilling, book artist and printmaker
What happens to a book when it outlives its purpose on the shelf? If it falls into the right hands, it is transformed into an art object that may or may not resemble its original form as a book. An altered book is any book, old or new, that has been recycled by creative means into a work of art. This winter the Library will host exhibitions at the Central Library exploring the art form of altered books: one showcasing national artists (curated by Dr. Betty Bright) and one highlighting works from Minnesota college students (curated by Chip Schilling). Listen to the curators talk about this exciting art in an illustrated lecture and stay for a post-reception to check out the exhibitions and meet a few of the artists themselves.
Thursday, February 7, 2008; 6:30 - 8:00 PM Click here to register!
Meeting location: Minneapolis Central Library, 300 Nicollet Mall
6:30 - 7:30 presentation in Doty Board Room / 7:30 - 8:00ish reception and exhibition tour in Cargill Hall
Ramsey County Library

http://www.ramsey.lib.mn.us/
Shoreview Reflections
Meet the Author: John Koblas
Saturday, December 8, 3 p.m.
RCL - Shoreview 

Shoreview Reflections, a comprehensive history of the city of Shoreview, will take you from pre-European involvement to present day as Shoreview celebrates its 50th anniversary. John Koblas, noted Minnesotan Historian, will discuss his new book and answer your questions. Books will be available for purchase and autographs. 

The History of North Oaks
Meet the Authors: Joan C. Brainard and Richard E. Leonard
Thursday, December 13, 7 p.m. 
RCL - Shoreview 

Joan Brainard and Richard Leonard will discuss their book Three Bold Ventures: The History of North Oaks, Minnesota. As residents of North Oaks, Brainard and Leonard cover the history of the city through little known stories and interviews with the city's early residents and community builders. Over 250 photos and maps accompany the interesting stories in this book. Books will be available for purchase and autographs. 

Minnesota 150
Meet the Author: Kate Roberts
Thursday, February 21, 7 p.m.
RCL - Roseville 

Kate Roberts, exhibit developer for "MN150," calls herself a tried and true Minnesotan who is thrilled to be leading this exciting project. In addition to her role as exhibit developer, Roberts has authored Minnesota 150: The People, Places, and Things that Shape Our State. 

Thousands of citizens nominated their favorite topics for inclusion in Minnesota 150. With short essays, eye-catching illustrations and text from the winning nominations, Kate Roberts reveals the many ways in which our past becomes our collective history. 

Through surprising, little-known stories, Minnesota 150 explores how such intangibles as personal judgment, political climate and popular taste can shape our view of the past. 

Kate Roberts holds a Ph.D. from the University of Minnesota and has worked for the Minnesota Historical Society since 1989 in a variety of positions including exhibit text writer, exhibit co-developer and exhibit researcher. 
Scott County Library   
http://www.scott.lib.mn.us/   under “activities and programs”
St. Paul Public Library
http://www.stpaul.lib.mn.us/programs/eventscalendar.html
Thursday, December 6
7 p.m. - Merriam Park
Minnesota Book Award Author Series: Diane Wilson, Spirit Car; and Taner Akcam, A Shameful Act. 

Sunday, December 9
2 - 4 p.m. - Central Library
A Winter's Afternoon of Poetry: A Seasonal Reading by Local Poets - Poets Kevin Fitz Patrick, Georgia A. Greeley, Ethna McKiernan, and Nolan Zavoral are joined by lutenist Rick Griffith.

-We have a new staff suggestion book blog at Saint Paul Public Library. 

Here is the URL:  http://bookedinstpaul.blogspot.com/ 

Washington County Public Library

http://www.co.washington.mn.us/info_for_residents/library/
Tuesday, December 11
Local author Kathleen Winters, biographer of Anne Morrow Lindbergh, visits Park Grove Library, Cottage Grove, at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, December 11 to talk about her book, Anne Morrow Lindbergh : First Lady of the Air. Event is free; all are welcome to attend. Winters will have copies of her book available for purchase and signing.

Thursday, December 13
Meet author Ryan Keith Johnson when he visits Oakdale Branch Library  on Thursday, December 13 at 3 p.m. He'll talk about his work of fantasy fiction, "The King's Retribution." Copies of his book will be made available for purchase and signing.
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Always check out these sites also:
The Loft Literary Center

http://www.loft.org
Founded in 1974 in a loft above a Minneapolis bookstore, the Loft is now the nation's largest and most comprehensive literary center, offering programs and services for readers and writers.  Check out its events calendar!

Harper Collins Author Events near You Newsletter

http://www.harpercollins.com/authors.asp?ACT=localevents
Consider signing up for publishers’ newsletters to find out when authors are coming to a town near you.

Minnesota Library Association 

http://www.mnlibraryassociation.org/
Check out the MLA web site for current information 
MELSA Workshop Events

http://www.melsa.org/member/workshop/index.cfm
If you work in the Twin Cities, remember to check the MELSA site for workshops relating to readers’ advisory.

Minnesota Humanities Commission

http://www.thinkmhc.org
Check out the monthly calendars posted at this web site for various events.  

English Department of the University of Minnesota:
http://english.cla.umn.edu/    For more events and info go to http://english.cla.umn.edu/ or call Terri Sutton at 612-626-1528.
Rochester Public Library
http://www.rochesterpubliclibrary.org/
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**Remember to check out your local news outlets for other
 book-related events!**
http://www.twincities.com/mld/twincities/entertainment/books/
Pioneer Press- Books

http://www.twincities.com/entertainment/ci_6084676
Pioneer Press- Literary Calendar
http://www.startribune.com/384
Star Tribune- Books page

http://www.minnesotaliterature.org/calendar.php
Minnesota Literature Newsletter
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Non-obvious Ways to Enhance

Reader' Advisory Knowledge:
1. Visit or subscribe to Daily Media News from GalleyCat (a blog about  books and publishing): http://www.mediabistro.com/galleycat 

2. Visit All About Romance (the back fence for lovers of romance novels):
http://www.likesbooks.com 

3. Visit Cluelass (comprehensive information about the world of mystery fiction): 

http://www.cluelass.com 

4. Sign up for Barnes and Noble newsletters (including best picks for book > clubs):
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/newsletters 

5. Read your MLA RART Newsletter!
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Reader’s Advisory Round Table Members Suggest…

Resort to Murder: 13 More Tales of Mystery by Minnesota's Premier Writers. Pub Nordin Press 2007. This is a wonderful collection of short stories set in resort cabins in our State. My favorite is "Miss Behavin" by David Housewright where a wife has the last word.

Alexander and the Wonderful, Marvelous, Excellent, Terrific Ninety Days by Judith Viorst. Free Press 2007 Judith is Alexander's mother, yes that's right, Alexander And The Terrible Horrible No Good Very Bad Day. Well he's now a father himself and he with his family spent 3 months with his parents while their house is remodeled. This is an amusing, honest and thoughtful account.
Submitted by Christine Cundall
The Invisible Wall: a love story that broke barriers by Harry Bernstein © 2007.  This nonfiction work takes place around WWI in England.  Harry is Jewish and lives in a neighborhood with one side of the street being Jewish and the other being Christian.  The two do not mix until a love develops between Harry's sister and Christian boy and a new baby.

Submitted by Jane Stein
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Blackwater by Kerstin Ekman translated [from the Swedish] by Joan Tate.

This is another great Scandinavian murder mystery.  It’s a psychological thriller set during the midsummer holiday in Sweden.  Atmospheric in the extreme, it is a snapshot of a lifestyle that is very different from ours—along with a very creepy murder or two.  Nature and human dynamics are very present in this page turner.  (Ekman has also written an historical fiction tetrology about a farming town in rural Sweden, which has been translated into English.)
Submitted by Barbara Pierce

The Measure of a Lady by Deanne Gist is the first Christian fiction title I have read since Christy by Catherine Marshall.  The title was recommended to my by a friend and since I always give recommendations I thought it was time I read someone else’s.  I was a little apprehensive about reading The Measure of a Lady, as I am not really into Christian Fiction (and rarely gentle reads) and therefore kept putting it off.  So when I did pick it up, I discovered a good story that really kept my interest.

So what would you do, if you were a proper young lady, stranded with two siblings in the wild and wooly days of 1849 San Francisco? This is the conundrum that The Measure of a Lady’s main character Rachel Van Burren finds herself.  Nothing about this gold rush town is what she and her family are accustom to.  How will the get by until the next ship leaves for the East again?  The story is told mainly from Rachel’s perspective. What I enjoyed the most was how well Gist worked both humor and gravity into the story to convey the feelings and issues Rachel and her family faced.  I love books that make me physically feel things.  I laughed, I was scared, and I blushed too!  As far “gentle reads” goes this one was just enough not gentle and non-preachy to keep me interested.  And I loved the fact the author did her historical homework to make this as authentic as possible.

Submitted by Angie Noyes
Address Unknown by Kathrine Kressman Taylor This slim novel is likely sitting on your library shelf right now, although you have probably never heard of it.  Originally published in 1938, this 64 page epistolary tale was one of the first pieces of Holocaust fiction published, and, not

surprisingly, was banned in Germany upon its release.   The story is comprised on the correspondence of two friends from 1932-34, one Jewish and one Christian.  Both were originally from Germany, both emigrated to the United States, and became successful art dealers.  Gentile Martin returned to Germany in the early 1930s, while his Jewish partner Max remained in the U.S. to manage the business.  
At first the letters are warm and friendly; Martin speaks of the advances Germany has made economically & socially under Hitler and the Nazi Party, and at first Max agrees.  It isn't until later, when news of the increased marginalization and oppression of Jews reaches America that Max begins to worry, both for his younger sister Griselle who is still in Germany, and for his friendship with an increasingly anti-Semitic Martin. Address Unknown is a quick read, but I was more shaken upon finishing this book than after any other I've ever read.
Submitted by Katherine Stechner
Looking for Street Lit Lite (as in not as graphic in its sexuality or violence) for your Teen patrons?  I recommend "Street Pharm" by Allison van Diepen.  Ty gets kicked out of high school while he tries to keep his imprisoned father's drug business together.  He gets sent to an

alternative school where he starts to make some hard choices about his future and whether or not he can make a break from the family business.
I also really enjoyed "Rucker Park Setup" by Paul Volponi.  The bulk of the story takes place during a championship basketball game in a Harlem park as the characters flash back to an incident related to the game. Mackey and his best friend J.R. are awesome ball players and are set to play in the championship.  Why did J.R. get murdered?  Who did it?  What did Mackey do that's racking him with guilt?

Submitted by Jody Wurl
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