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Welcome to the sixth edition of the MLA’s RART newsletter.
Feel free to share resources, events, and ideas with your colleagues by submitting them for inclusion in the next issue. 
 Please email your submissions to angie.noyes@co.washington.mn.us


2007 has been a busy and exciting year for the Readers' Advisory Round Table. 

Two program submissions submitted by RART members were accepted for PLA 2008.  Jody Wurls' "Catch a Northern Star: MN Authors Who Speak to Teens" and Sarah Nagle's "RX for RA - Training Library Staff in Fiction and Non-fiction " were both approved for presentation at the 2008 National Conference in Minneapolis. Congratulations!

Our annual retreat will be held at the Minnesota Humanities Center for the second year in a row - participants will have the chance to meet Catherine Friend, author of Hit by a Farm, and learn how Readers' Advisory staff can better serve our senior patrons.

Fantastic RA-related ideas for the 2007 Minnesota Library Association Conference have been flying around the RART steering committee.  MLA 2007 will feature author events, a film session, an update on the Minnesota Book awards, and much more.  Brochures for the conference will be sent out in June - don't forget to register early.
On a personal note, I would like to say that it has been an interesting challenge trying to coordinate program venues and speakers for these events.  Fortunately, the RART steering committee makes my job manageable - when I send out a question to the group, I can be assured of getting a half-a-dozen responses in short order, and we are never short of volunteers for any task.  Thanks to a great group of librarians!

 -Katherine Stecher  2007 RART Committee Chair

“Reader’s Advisory Rejuvenate for Spring”

The 2007 Readers’ Advisory Spring Retreat at the Humanities Education Center
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                          Saturday, April 28th, 2006, 8:30a.m. -2:00p.m.  
http://www.mnlibraryassociation.org/RART.htm
http://www.thinkmhc.org/About/about.htm
Minnesota Humanities Commission
Ice Breaker: "What is one book you FINALLY got around to reading?"
Hit by a book: Catherine Friend, author of Hit by a Farm, joins us to read from her book and share her experiences as a MN writer.

RA for Seniors:  Starting the dialogue for how we can better serve these library users.

Early Registration, before April 13th, MLA Member-$35.00  Non-MLA Member-$45.00

Late* Registration, after April 13th,  MLA Member-$45.00   Non-MLA Member-$55.00

*Registrations after April 20th risk not being able to receive lunch.*
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Some Spring Web Sites

Remember to bookmark useful RA web sites for yourself as well as to send them to this newsletter to share with others.

www.booksense.com
Book Sense is a national marketing campaign on behalf of the independent bookstores of America. It is both a local and national effort to shine a light on the knowledge and diversity of independent bookstores.
www.booksfree.com
It’s like Netflix but for books.
http://www.genreflecting.com/
“Never apologize for your reading taste” —Betty Rosenberg, Genreflecting
Good source for definitions of the genres.
http://freshfiction.com/reviews.php
Fresh Fiction reviews in several genres and sub-genres; Fresh Press / Spotlight on Books and Authors: sign up for daily update on books featured in media (click on Newsletters)

http://www.wine-chic-women.com/books-and-wine.htm
A fun site for wine lovers, but for librarians and patrons the Wine Chic Women have taken the fun of wine and paired it with books.  Each month the site offers up a book title with an annotation of the book and a wine suggestion for each book.
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Some Great Articles
Share interesting articles with your colleagues by submitting them to this quarterly newsletter.  They don’t all have to be on the web.  You can also send in a citation and have us use some of those great resources we have at work!

Booklist, Feb 1, 2007 v103 i11 p30(1) 

Joining the conversation.(At Leisure)(Column) Joyce Saricks.
Saricks offers some practical ways to suggest titles to patrons when they ask for a “good book.”
Booklist, Dec 1, 2006 v103 i7 p21(1) 

Forgotten treasures. (At Leisure)(Promoting older books in libraries) Joyce Saricks
A look at why libraries are better than bookstores when it comes to older titles.
TLS. Times Literary Supplement, Nov 4, 2005 i5353 p14(1) 

Is there a single book that has changed your life? (Column) Michael Greenberg. 

Abstract: An event in New York City where prominent figures discussed the one book that changed his or her life is discussed. Author analyzes the participants' contribution and offers a commentary of his own. 
American Libraries, Dec 2006 v37 i11 p96(1) 

Will's world: this way to paradise. (libraries, books) Will Manley.   

A nice light hearted look at the changes in libraries.
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What’s Happening Around the State

Anoka County Library  click on “What’s Happening”

http://www.anoka.lib.mn.us/
Book Discussion 7:00 pm, Thursday, April 12, Rum River Library
Discuss Dr. David Walsh’s new book: No. Why Kids of All Ages Need to 
Hear It and Ways Parents Can Say It. 
This free program is presented in conjunction with Dr. Walsh’s April 24 workshops 
to be presented at the Schwan Center at the National Sports Center in Blaine. 
No registration required.  Please see library staff for more information
Carver County Library Calendar

http://www.carverlib.org/      click on “view all events”

Date: Saturday, April 21, 2007 Start Time: 11:00 am   End Time: 12:15 pm 

Location: Chanhassen Branch  Category: Author Talks Description Holocaust 

survivor, Sabina Zimering was 16 when the war started. She survived by posing as a 

Polish Catholic worker in Germany, right under the noses of Nazi generals. She now lives 

in St. Louis Park.  More Info:
http://www.chgs.umn.edu/Histories__Narratives__Documen/Minnesotans_and_The_Holocaust /Sabina_Zimering/sabina_zimering.html 


and again at: Date: Saturday, April 21, 2007 

Start Time: 1:30 pm   End Time: 2:45 pm Location: Chaska Branch


Date: Tuesday, May 1, 2007 Start Time: 6:30 pm   End Time: 8:00 pm 

Location: Chaska Branch Category: Author Talks Description Authors Lauren Stringer and Dianne Gray will talk about writing and their Minnesota Book Award nominated titles, in the Children's Literature category
Date: Saturday, May 12, 2007 Start Time: 11:00 am Location: Chanhassen Branch
Category: Author Talks Description When Charlotte Comes Home 
"Fred Holly, the oldest of four children, begins his senior year in high school while he
 works part-time at the local Omaha art museum, a place where he can get lost for hours
 in the beauty before him. At the museum, Fred escapes his father's worries about the
 Vietnam War, the draft, and the changes that are roiling America. As fall progresses, 
James Day, Fred's best friend, begins spending most of his time with his male debate 
coach and Fred can't help but feel the strange pangs of jealousy. Soon thereafter, 
Charlotte, Fred's precocious eleven-year-old sister, is admitted to the hospital with kidney
 problems. As Charlotte's condition worsens and the likelihood of her coming home
 decreases, the Hollys lives descend into sadness. And only their dreams can hope to inspire 
their days."--BOOK JACKET.  

Date: Saturday, June 16, 2007  Start Time: 2:00 pm Location: Chanhassen Branch
Category: Summer Reading Program Description Authors Mary Logue and Pete Hautman are the authors of the teen series, Bloodwater mysteries. The first book is called "Snatched": An eerie new mystery series set in the town of Bloodwater begins and features two offbeat detectives--Roni Delicata, a pushy reporter for the school newspaper; and Brian Bain, a quiet science geek who has a tendency to blow things up. One of their class mates is kidnapped- and they are the only ones who figure out where she is being held! 

Number two in the series is due out May 10-  The Bloodwater Mysteries: Skullduggery (Bloodwater Mysteries) All ages will find this talk interesting! Books will be for sale. 

Dakota County Library
http://www.co.dakota.mn.us/LeisureRecreation/CountyLibraries/default.htm
	    Event:
	Local author Audrey Brown

	    Date:
	04/11/2007

	    Start:
	7:00 PM

	    Location:
	Wentworth Library

	    Description:
	Local author Audrey Brown will read from her self-published book The Thinking Chair and discuss how to market self-published books. Brown wrote her novel while taking care of her 90-year-old mother and distributed the book herself, once published, in hospitals and gift shops.

	    Contact:
	For more information, call 651-554-6800.



Mary Janice Davidson 
Undead Series Author 
Wednesday, April 11, 2007 
Heritage Library, 7 p.m. 
How did an author from Hastings, Minnesota, become the queen of vampire chick-lit romance? Mary Janice Davidson, the creator of shoe-loving vampire queen Betsy Taylor, will read from her popular Undead series and discuss her unusual path to literary success. 
Minnesota Book Award-nominated Poets 
Poetry Reading 
Tuesday, April 17, 2007 
Wescott Library, 7 p.m. 
Celebrate National Poetry Month and National Library Week with a poetry reading by 19th annual Minnesota Book Award-nominated poets. 

Dan Flynn 
Famous Minnesotans Author 
Tuesday, April 24, 2007 
Farmington Library, 7 p.m. 
Minnesota author Dan Flynn has long enjoyed reading about well-known people and the ways they overcame hardships to accomplish new things. Come and learn about his search for the stories and photographs of the Minnesotans included in his book.

Hennepin County Library’s Author! Author!

http://www.hclib.org/pub/events/AllEventsAction.cfm?Type=U
Poets: Jude Nutter and Mary Kay Rummel
Edina Library
Monday, April 16, 6:30-8 p.m. 
Join Nutter, author of "The Curator of Silence," and Rummel, author of "The Illuminations," as they read from their work in celebration of National Poetry Month. Books will be available for purchase. Sponsored by the Friends of the Edina Library.
Open Mic Poetry Night
Eden Prairie Library
Monday, April 16, 7 p.m. 
Celebrate National Poetry Month at this annual event hosted by writer David William Salmela. Adults and teens are invited to read original or favorite poems. If interested in reading a poem, please call 952-847-5375 to register. Sponsored by Hennepin County Library in collaboration with the City of Eden Prairie.
Author! Author! Minnesota Quilt Project
Plymouth Library
Tuesday, April 17, 7 p.m. 
Twenty years, 3000 quilts, and one book ("Minnesota Quilts: Creating Connections with Our Past") later, researchers will tell stories of how quilts are markers of social, political, familial and artistic trends representing 150 years of Minnesota. Sponsored by the Friends of the Plymouth Library.
Poet Deborah Keenan 
Ridgedale Library
Wednesday, April 18, 7:30 p.m. 
Celebrate National Poetry Month by joining Keenan, one of Minnesota's favorite poets, who will read from her new book to be published in spring 2007 by Milkweed Editions. Sponsored by the Friends of the Ridgedale Library.
Author! Author! Sharon Chmielarz
Brooklyn Park Library
Monday, April 23, 7 p.m. 
In celebration of National Poetry Month, Brooklyn Park poet Chmielarz will read from her own work and selected American classics. Between poems, she will talk about writing poetry.

Author! Author! Caroline Burau
Ridgedale Library
Monday, April 23, 7 p.m. 
Burau, author of "Answering 911: Life in the Hot Seat," will read from her book and discuss her work as a 911 dispatcher. Sponsored by the Friends of the Ridgedale Library.
Minnesota Book Awards Finalists: Autobiography/Memoir
Eden Prairie Library
Monday, April 30, 7 p.m. 
Meet finalists in this year's Minnesota Book Awards. Hear them read excerpts from their books and answer your questions. Sponsored by the Friends of the Saint Paul Public Library.
Minneapolis Public Library
http://www.mpls.lib.mn.us/   click on “events and classes”
Ramsey County Library

http://www.ramsey.lib.mn.us/
Maplewood Grand Opening     Saturday, March 24
Celebrate the grand opening of the new library in Maplewood, 3025 Southlawn Drive, Saturday, March 24, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. with fun-filled activities and refreshments for the whole family



2 p.m. - Author Stanley Gordon West will read from his books, field questions and

sign autographs.



3 p.m.- Local children's and young adult author/illustrator David LaRochelle will tell 



stories and talk about the various stages of writing a book. LaRochelle will
create sketches and invite kids to join this hands-on activity. 

4 p.m. - Rick Shefchik, author and Pioneer Press journalist presents his first mystery 
Amen Corner.

Reflections from the Lake   Saturday, April 21, 2 - 5 p.m.  RCL – Shoreview

Join Vadnais Heights, Shoreview and North Oaks in celebrating their 50th anniversary. Rose 

Soler, a 16-year resident of Vadnais Heights and City Planner in Community Development at 
the University of Minnesota's Humphrey Institute, will present her book "Reflections from the 
Lake: A  160-Year History of the Vadnais Heights Community."  Nominated for a Minnesota 
Book Award, "Reflections from the Lake" spans the years from 1840 to 2005 and describes the 
founding settlers, innovators and soldiers from the area. Each generation describes topics such 
as school, business and churches through graphics, captions  and text. Books will be available 
for purchase and autographs. 

Celebrate Minnesota Book Awards   Saturday, April 28, 2 p.m. RCL – Roseville

The Minnesota Book Awards is an annual awards program that recognizes, honors and 

celebrates the best in Minnesota literature. A panel of finalists in the YA Literature category, 
including Bill Durbin and Julie Schumacher, will be on hand to discuss their nominated work. 

Books will be available for purchase and autographs. This program is co-sponsored by MELSA 

and The Rake. 

Sixth Annual Poetry Contest  Saturday, May 5, 2 p.m.  RCL – Maplewood

The Library's sixth annual poetry contest runs now through April 21. The theme is "Our 
Heritage" and can include poetry written about cultures, customs and traditions that have
been passed from one generation to another. Poets who wish to be considered must be

available to attend the Poetry Slam led by Slam Master Cynthia French on Saturday, May 5 at 
2 p.m. at RCL -Maplewood. Contestants will perform their poetry and will be judged by 
members from the community. Prizes will be awarded. Mail entries to: 2007 Library Poetry 
Contest, 4570 North Victoria Street, Shoreview, MN 55126.

Scott County Library   
http://www.scott.lib.mn.us/   under “activities and programs”
MINNESOTA BOOK AWARDS NOMINEES READING:
Sunday, April 29 at 2 pm- Minnesota Book Awards nominee publishers in the Fine Press category will discuss art and craft of specialty publishing. Currently C.B. Sherlock (What It's Like Here) and Cecilia Lieder (Promises Vague Yet Certain) are scheduled to attend.  Hosted by The Rake’s art director, Jessica Coulter
St. Paul Public Library
http://www.stpaul.lib.mn.us/programs/eventscalendar.html
Monday, April 9, 7 p.m. - Dayton's Bluff (Metropolitan State University Founders Hall Auditorium)   Why They Love Writing for Teens - M.T. Anderson, Pete Hautman, and Alison McGhee share their passion for Young Adult literature and its readers.
Monday, April 9, 7 p.m. - Highland Park 
Join The Friends and the Center for Irish Studies for "Writing in the Natural World," a writers in conversation program with Irish poet Sean Lysaght, winner of the O'Shaughnessy Award for Poetry, and James Armstrong. 
Wednesday, April 11, 12:00 noon - Central Library 

Book Chat - Minnesota Crime Wave: Carl Brookins discusses Night Laws by Jim Michael Hansen.
Monday, April 16, 7 p.m. - St. Anthony Park  Poetry reading with local resident and poet, Gerhard Neubeck. Come celebrate National Poetry Month!

Wednesday, April 18, 7 p.m. - Rice Street Branch
Richard Hudelson, author of By the Ore Docks: A Working People's History of Duluth, talks about his book. Park of the The Friends' Untold Stories: Labor History Events.

Saturday, April 21, 2 p.m. - Merriam Park
Susan Marks, author of Finding Betty Crocker, talks about her research and her book. Sponsored by The Friends.

Wednesday, April 25, 7 p.m. - St. Anthony Park
Poets from the collection Where One Voice Ends Another Begins: 150 Years of Minnesota Poetry will share their work. Co-sponsored by The Friends and Micawber's Books.
Monday, April 30, 7 p.m. - Merriam Park
Untold Stories: Labor History discussion. Join a panel of historians, labor activists and auto workers to discuss the history of labor at the Ford Assembly Plant and look to the future. Sponsored by The Friends.

Saturday, May 5, 1:00 - 2:30 p.m. - Central Library
Minnesota Book Awards Reception - a chance to visit with Minnesota Book Awards finalists during a free book signing
Washington County Public Library
http://www.co.washington.mn.us/info_for_residents/library/

Author visits- MN Book Award

Monday, April 30, the three Minnesota Book Award finalists in the Novel & Short Story 

category will visit R. H. Stafford Branch Library to talk about their books and writing. Event 

begins at 7 p.m. Gather in the Valley Creek Room, lower level of Central Park. Free and open 

to the public.   Maureen Millea Smith, finalist for When Charlotte Comes Home; Patti 

Frazee, finalist for Cirkus; Alicia Conroy, finalist for Lives of Mapmakers.


Check it out!  Valley Reads...St. Croix Valley's community-wide reading program. The theme 

this year is "All in a Day's Work." Visit the ArtReach Alliance website to find out what titles 

have been selected for 2007.  A calendar of events...coming soon.


The Loft Literary Center

http://www.loft.org
Founded in 1974 in a loft above a Minneapolis bookstore, the Loft is now the nation's largest and most comprehensive literary center, offering programs and services for readers and writers.  Check out its events calendar!

Harper Collins Author Events near You Newsletter

http://www.harpercollins.com/authors.asp?ACT=localevents
Consider signing up for publishers’ newsletters to find out when authors are coming to a town near you.

Minnesota Library Association 

http://www.mnlibraryassociation.org/
Check out the MLA web site for current information 
MELSA Workshop Events

http://www.melsa.org/member/workshop/index.cfm
If you work in the Twin Cities, remember to check the MELSA site for workshops relating to readers’ advisory.

Minnesota Humanities Commission

http://www.thinkmhc.org
Check out the monthly calendars posted at this web site for various events.  

English Department of the University of Minnesota:
http://english.cla.umn.edu/
English events welcoming alumni and friends, spring 2007

*    E. L. Doctorow, reading as part of the Esther Freier Endowed Lecture Series. Doctorow writes evocative, richly historical, and best-selling novels-two of which became movies: Ragtime and Billy Bathgate. His latest award-winner, The March, follows Union general William Sherman's 1864 famous march through the South. 7:30 pm, April 11, at Ted Mann Concert Hall. Book-signing to follow. 

*    10th Anniversary of the MFA in Creative Writing. A carnival gala with MFA students reading, the announcement of the Michael Dennis Browne Fellowship with a reading by Browne, raffles, give-a-ways, book sales, and food and drink. 7 pm April 13, at the Campus Club West, 4th floor Coffman Union. The 10th Anniversary celebration also includes four afternoon panels: see more info at http://english.cla.umn.edu/events/index.php?view_month=4_2007 

*    Memoir Series. Professor Patricia Hampl was a prime mover in the creation of this extended series about memoir, "Who's Got the Story: Memoir as History/History as Memoir." Readings in the series occur 7:30 pm at the Weisman on January 31, February 28, and April 25. Panel discussions on subjects related to memoir occur at 7:30 pm at Nolte Center 140 on February 1, March 1, and April 26. For more details, go to www.whosgotthestory.umn.edu 

*    10th Anniversary of VG/Voices from the Gaps. In this exciting English program, undergraduates research and write for, manage, and update a transnational education website on women writers and artists of color. VG, at http://voices.cla.umn.edu/VG/, is the most visited site within the College of Liberal Arts and is popular with teachers across the country. VG celebrates its ten year anniversary with a reading by Harlem poet/vocalist Latasha N. Nevada Diggs (4 pm April 26 at the Institute for Advanced Study). 

*    Poetry Series. Poetry-related events this spring (including the Latasha N. Nevada Diggs reading above) that a de facto series has been created!     
     
 *Joseph Lease: A new voice in lyric poetry already compared to Theodore Roethke and
William Carlos Williams. 4 pm May 1, Lind Hall 207A.

For more events and info go to http://english.cla.umn.edu/ or call Terri Sutton at 612-626-1528.

**Remember to check out your local news outlets for other
 book-related events!**
http://www.twincities.com/mld/twincities/entertainment/books/
Pioneer Press- Books

http://www.startribune.com/384
Star Tribune- Books page

http://www.minnesotaliterature.org/calendar.php
Minnesota Literature Newsletter
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Non-obvious ways to

 enhance Reader' Advisory Knowledge:

1.Listen to the NPR radio program, Writer's Almanac, narrated by  Garrison Keillor, or receive daily emails from: http://writersalmanac.publicradio.org 
2. Sign up for Daily Dose emails from Powell's Books (readers choose favorite titles): http://www.powells.com/features/dailydose.html.
3. Sign up for Review-A-Day from Powell's Books (reviews from a variety of newspapers and magazines): http://www.powells.com/review 
4. Sign up for Publisher's Weekly email newsletters:  https://www.publishersweekly.com 
5.  For Library Journal subscribers, a weekly LJ Express newsletter via email: http://www.libraryjournal.com/ 
6. Subscribe to Publishers Marketplace ($20 a month, a site for publishing professionals): http://www.publishersmarketplace.com
7.  Visit online message boards (such as those used by teens, especially useful for YA RA)

8.  Create displays (makes us dig deeper and research titles)

9.  Create bookmarks and booklists (makes us research titles)
10. Read your MLA  RART Newsletter!
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Reader’s Advisory Round Table Members Suggest…

The Heiress of Water by Sandra Rodriquez  It takes place in El Salvador and Connecticut with a little mystery, and love with some scientific discoveries thrown in.  An easy enjoyable fiction read.

Triangle by Katharine Weber  The book takes place in the present but through the eyes of a 106 year old woman facts and fantasies of the 1911 Triangle Shirtwaist fire are revealed. Great historical fiction.

Plum Wine by Angela Davis-Gardner  Barbara Jefferson, an American, is teaching in Japan during the Viet Nam War.  Michi becomes her surrogate mother but dies rather mysteriously and bequeaths to her a chest filled with plum wine with each bottle dated and wrapped with a page of calligraphy.  Through translations, friends, and visiting Hiroshima the plot unfolds.  I loved reading about Japan with the twist of their feelings about Hiroshima and the Viet Nam War.

River of Doubt: Theodore Roosevelt's darkest journey. This nonfiction book takes place in 1914 after loosing his presidential election Roosevelt tackles the, as of then, little understood, unmapped, Amazon River.  Both the struggles and the beauty of the Amazon mysteries are revealed.

Enjoy the spring with a good book and come and share it at our Spring Retreat April 28.

-submitted by Jane Stein
Every now and again you come across a gem of a novel.  I happened to pick up a new book by Lisa Lutz titled The Spellman Files, and by the time I was finished I couldn't believe how lucky I was to have read it.  This mystery novel is narrated by 28-year-old former-delinquent Isabel Spellman, and follows the times and trials of her family's PI firm. 

Isabel gives us enough history to understand why she, her siblings, and her parents all feel the need to spy on one another, and manages to solve cases and fit in quite a few laughs on the way.   

-submitted by Katherine Stecher
Though I haven’t finished it yet I am liking From Baghdad, With Love: A Marine, the War, and a Dog Named Lava by Lieutenant Colonel Jay Kopelman. Having read Marley and Me and  The Good Good Pig, I thought this would be an interesting story about a soldier and the dog he wanted to rescue. At first, and it seems silly now, I was surprised at how much of the book gives the reader an insight into what life is like in Iraq for an American Soldier.  Kopelman is honest in his comments and some might say a bit raw, and I get the feeling that this has been tempered by the author’s co-writer Melinda Roth.  I am intrigued on how the author finally does get Lava out of Iraq.  But I am enjoying- well not enjoying- I am appreciating his account of how it is there, I know it’s bad, but I can do with out the nightmares that I get from watching the evening news.  
-submitted by Angie Noyes
I am halfway through Richard Powers' The Echo Maker.  This blend of natural history, neurology, family estrangement, and monster trucks has something for just about every reader.  I can't wait to finish it and find out the author of the mysterious note left on Mark's bed after his truck accident.

-submitted by Barbara J. Pierce
The following are non-fiction books written by or about psychics to fulfill an ever present demand by our library customers.  I especially enjoyed The Strange Case of Hellish Nell : the Story of Helen Duncan and the Witch Trial of World War II by Nina Shandler ; this is the real and sad tale of a woman that would tell loved ones about their battle lost sailor or soldier by psychic means before the British officials wanted admitted and the attempt to quiet her.  The book gives an intimate idea of what life like before and during World War II in the British Isles and what was socially accepted or not.   Ms. Duncan accepted very brutal situations in order to allow witnesses to see she was not faking her experience.  Another more academic heavy read is Ghost Hunters : William James and the Search for Scientific Proof of Life After Death by Deborah Blum where individuals in late 19th and early 20th century tried to verify ghost and/or psychic experiences and their ridicule by the scientific community of the day.   Both these works are available in audio.

Talk about strange.  Did any one catch Christopher Moore around the Twin Cities last weekend March 30-31?  My sister encouraged me to try A Dirty Job.   Completely different concept of the world and how things work.  Try it and respond!!  His new book is You Suck : a Love Story.

Also for Sports and History fans!!  The Johnson [High School] Hockey Yearbook 1925-2007 will be released April 22nd.  This book is the collaboration of high school seniors at the high school as part of their Senior Project.   Johnson High School has a long list of notable alumni and the hockey team, we from other hockey schools, loved to hate.  http://www.johnsonhockey.org/docs/hockey_yearbook.pdf 

-Submitted by Leona Carlson

"Charles Stross is the latest hot writer in science fiction/fantasy, and I have to admit he's gotten me hooked with his series the Merchant Princes.  The first book is called "The Family Trade" Imagine a parallel medieval world where a family discovers a genetic gift that allows them to cross the borders between our world and theirs.  Imagine the power and wealth the family starts to accrue as they begin to use their world and ours to transport valuable goods at exorbitant prices.  Machiavellian politics and Medici family roles lead to a baby girl being orphaned on our side of the barrier.  Miriam grows up knowing nothing about her heritage and becomes a hot-shot reporter with a nose for news.  She stumbles on the story of a lifetime when her "family" rediscovers her, mafia style."
-submitted by Jody Wurl
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