Manly Men Read Too!  Titles shared & those given afterward.

Greg Rucka “Queen and country series,” A gentleman’s game

Devil in the white city Erik Larson
Emigrants Vihlem Moberg
Silas Mariner George Eliot 
Kite runner Khaled Hosseini
Killer angels Michael Shaara
Last full measure Richard Moe
Beauty tips from Moose Jaw Will Ferguson
Zen and the art of motor cycle maintenance Robert Pirsig
Into the wild Jon Krakauer
Ender’s game Orson Scott Card
Dancer upstairs Nicholas Shakespeare
Prayer for Owen Meany John Irving
Green Mile Stephen King (anything by this author)
Under the banner of heaven Jon Krakauer
No. 1 ladies detective agency Alexander McCall Smith
Babbit Sinclair Lewis
Any thing by author Joseph Cannell 
Johnny got his gun Dalton Trumbo
Love in the time of cholera Gabriel Garcia Marquez
A very long engagement Sebastien Japrisot
Night train Martin Amos
The statement Brian Moore
Galileo’s daughter Dara Sobel
The shadow of the wind Carlos Ruiz Safon
Quarantine Jim Grace
Into thin air Jon Krakauer
Guns, germs, and steel Jaren Diamond
Midnight in the garden of good and evil John Berendt
The Da Vinci code  Dan Brown
Also check out Stillwater Public Library “Guy Reads” list



http://www.stillwaterlibrary.org/guysread.htm

A discussion followed about what kinds of books men like to read.  Three main things came up: humor, non-fiction, and anything with a “connection to place,” which we all found very interesting and helpful to keep in mind.  One librarian shared that at her library, they have one book club which only read “lit to film” and that club seems to attract men from time to time.

Cecilia Farr/ Reading Oprah
It was an interesting discussion with Professor Farr on her book Reading Oprah.  She read from her book and used the passages read as jumping off points to react to what she discovered. Her first question for doing the book was “What are readers looking for?”  literary value? She mentioned three areas that kept coming up for the Oprah Readers: 1. the intellectual mode- the language and the prose, 2. the connections, 3. the discussion.  “Books get people talking.”  Not only is there often the connection with the book, but in discussion of the book the connections legitimize “the emotional response” we have to the book.  And that was/is the effectiveness of Oprah’s book club (OBC).  All of her books have a “discuss ability” to them.  One of Farr’s favorite titles from OBC is What looks like crazy on an ordinary day by Pearl Cleage.
Stew Thornley/ Sports Writing

Stew began his career at Lerner Publication doing “biographies [geared towards] reluctant readers.”  One of the most important things in writing (non-fiction) is having “accuracy in research and writing.”   One has to have “the know-how, the judgment, the savvy, to know [what is a] primary and [a] secondary source.”  He shared a number of personal stories about his sports writing and fellow writers of his, and how important it is to verify your information.  That “retrospective accounts” are often flawed, and that you have to have a healthy “skepticism” and always do good research.  Good writers must gain credibility and “that one always needs to set out to disprove your story to prove it right.”  When the essence of a story is true but the details are off, that is fiction not fact.  He doesn’t believe anything he reads anymore, which makes me think, how are we supposed to believe him then? j/k.

He talked about publishing books and the difficulty of break into publishing, and the fly by night publishers that are just out to get your money. 
He seemed to me to be very meticulous in his research.  Having the information in his books correct, is a reflection him and he takes pride in the painstaking research he does to get it right.  I was very impressed with the sources he used, like Proquest Newsstand, to assist in his fact finding.  In particular he may use this database to assist him with finding statistics of a game or finding out the weather conditions for a particular day.
