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July 2005
Welcome to the second edition of the MLA’s RART quarterly newsletter.  Feel free to share resources, events, and ideas with your colleagues by submitting them for inclusion in the next issue.  Please email your submissions to jwurl@hclib.org
Here’s our publication schedule: 

January (content due Dec. 1) 
April (content due March 1) 
July (content due June 1) 
October (content due Sept. 1)
Check out our home page at http://www.mnlibraryassociation.org/RART.htm


The Readers Advisory Round Table will once again sponsor programming events at the MLA annual conference.  We’re still in the planning stages, but here’s a tentative list of what will be going on.  This year we will have a session dedicated to a discussion of the “One Book, One Conference” title Godless, by Pete Hautman.  We’ll be putting together a panel on how to write book reviews and annotations, a panel featuring a local author, and we’ll arrange for a Happy Hour meeting at a local bar that Wednesday evening.  The location will be announced later.  Hopefully you can join us for one or all of these events this fall!  
MLA Annual Fall Conference

September 21, 22 & 23 - The Depot – Minneapolis

The venue for the 3-day convention is the Depot, the newly renovated hotel and conference center in downtown Minneapolis where the Milwaukee Railroad Depot stood until 1971.
MLA has reserved a block of rooms at the Depot hotel (Courtyard by Marriott), but you need to make your reservation soon to take advantage of the MLA group discount. 
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On Saturday May 14th, RART held its annual spring Readers’ Advisory Retreat at the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum.  Though the day was rainy and a bit windy outside, we were warmed inside by great discussions and a wonderful fire in the fireplace.  Our theme this year was "Escapes for Spring."  We began the morning by sharing a title that we considered to be a "readable classic."  The titles were very diverse, from "Cry, the Beloved Country" by Alan Paton to "Anne of Avonlea" by Lucy Maude Montgomery. We will be posting the entire list of titles on the RART home page on the MLA site.  We moved on from the classics by escaping into two very different worlds, one imaginary and one real. We were delighted to have as a guest internationally-known Science Fiction/Fantasy writer Lois McMaster Bujold, who shared her own insight into the imaginary worlds she creates.  We then came back for a dose of reality with local travel writer Catherine Watson, former Travel Editor of the Star Tribune.  Ms. Watson took us traveling through the decades as we discovered the history of the travel memoir.  After a wonderful day and with our batteries recharged from these "escapes," we headed back to the reference desk, set to tackle our next readers’ advisory question.

Angie Noyes

Chair RART

Link to our home page to see the book lists created from this retreat.
http://www.mnlibraryassociation.org/RART.htm
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Some Cool Web Sites
Remember to bookmark useful RA web sites for yourself as well as to send them to this newsletter to share with others.  
http://bookspot.com/
Book Spot
All sorts of book lists from award-winners to great summer reads, as well as links to authors online, book news, book events, and more.
http://www.webrary.org/rs/FLbklistmenu.html
The Fiction_L Booklists

If you can’t subscribe to this librarians’ list serve, here’s the next best resource:  compiled lists of books indexed by genre, character, setting, subject, author, audience, and miscellaneous.
http://www.bookslut.com/
Bookslut Online Journal
Bookslut is a monthly web magazine and daily blog dedicated to those who love to read. It provides a constant supply of news, reviews, commentary, insight, and more than occasional opinions.
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Some Great Articles
Share interesting articles with your colleagues by submitting them to this quarterly newsletter.  They don’t all have to be on the web.  You can also send in a citation and have us use some of those great resources we have at work!
http://www.thebookstandard.com/bookstandard/news/author/article_display.jsp?vnu_content_id=1000901810
Gerald Bartell, “Sexism at the Edgars? The Debate on Whether Women Mystery-Writers are Worthy”, The Book Standard, April 28, 2005
Bartell describes the industry bias against “cozy” mystery writers.
RART member Sarah Nagle notes:  Joyce Saricks has "retired" from the Morton Grove Public Library (IL) and is now writing a monthly "At Leisure" RA column for Booklist.  These two articles of special note to RA students are available via ELM:
•
"R.A. Resolutions".  Booklist, 1/1-15/05, p. 812.

•
"Instant Readers' Advisory".  Booklist, 11/1/04, p. 463.
Janet Nottingham, "Doing It Right", Reference & User Services Quarterly, Summer 2002, p. 335.  (Academic Search Premier via ELM)
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What’s Happening around the State
Please submit info on book-related events for the next issue of this quarterly newsletter.  The next edition will cover October, November, and December 2005.  Check out our home page for more links to RA events, http://www.mnlibraryassociation.org/RART.htm
Minnesota Humanities Commission

http://www.thinkmhc.org/Calendar/july.htm
Check out the monthly calendars posted at this web site for various events.  
Hennepin County Library’s Author! Author! Book Events http://www.hclib.org/pub/events/AllEventsAction.cfm?Type=U
Look at the web site above for more complete details for events featuring authors K.J. Erickson, Erin Hart, and Lois McMaster Bujold among others.
The Loft Literary Center
http://www.loft.org/calendar.htm
Founded in 1974 in a loft above a Minneapolis bookstore, the Loft is now the nation's largest and most comprehensive literary center, offering programs and services for readers and writers.  Check out its events calendar!
Moose is Loose Storytelling Festival

http://www.ely.org/events/index.php?event=841
In Ely, MN this July!
Write on Radio! (KFAI)

http://www.kfai.org/programs/write_on/the_calendar.htm
At 90.3 FM in Minneapolis and 106.7 FM in St. Paul, this radio program features live readings, poetry, performances, spoken word recordings, in-depth interviews with local, national and international authors & writers.

Remember to check out your local news outlets for other book-related events!
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A Great Idea:  
Book Club Kits
Submitted by Jody L. Wurl

A number of library systems in the state offer book club kits to their patrons.  The kits generally include multiple copies of a title, a set of questions, and some guidelines on how to run a discussion.  Dakota County’s “Book Group in a Bag” pioneered this initiative in Minnesota.  Book Club Kits can be a great way of providing readers’ advisory services for a captive audience, as well as a quick list of titles for librarians to look at if someone requests a “good book for a discussion.”  Check out these library systems’ offerings.

Dakota County Library Book Group in a Bag
http://www.co.dakota.mn.us/library/reading/book_group_kits.htm
Duluth Public Library Book Club in a Bag
http://www.duluth.lib.mn.us/Books/BookClubBag.html
East Central Regional Library Book Club Kits

http://ecrl.lib.mn.us/Bookclub/bookclubkits.htm
Hennepin County Library Book Club Kits
http://www.hclib.org/pub/books/bookclubkit/
Washington County Library Instant Book Club Kits
http://www.co.washington.mn.us/info_for_residents/library/books_and_reading/instant_book_club_kits/
By the way, if you have a Great Idea you want to share, remember to submit it to this newsletter!
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Round Table Members Recommend…
Nancy Alsop, Viking Library System
I have been reading a lot of YA novels lately, and they are ideal beach reads because they don't take long. I have been going through the Pete Hautman list, and I also enjoy Neil Gaiman's YA things.  Philip Pullman is also very good. He is best known, I guess, for the His Dark Materials trilogy, but I really liked the Sally Lockhart trilogy better (Ruby in the Smoke, The Shadow in the North, The Tiger in the Well).
Leona Carlson, Hennepin County Library
Because the beaches and strands I long to escape to are in Ireland I find Haunted Ground and Lake of Sorrows by Erin Hart intriguing mysteries.  The author is a Minnesota writer with Irish connections, and her stories touch both parts of her heritage.  These stories dip into the past; demonstrate professional, scientific method; and contain compelling characters dealing with the trials and tribulations of emotional pain as well as day-to-day real life experiences.
Christine Cundall, Minneapolis Public Library
Maeve Binchy, one of my favorite authors, has a new title Nights of Rain and Stars that should be out in paperback in time for the beach. Set on a Greek island, the story opens with a tragic accident. A group of international travelers who happen to be in the taverna at the time have their lives reshaped by this event.

Michele McGraw, Hennepin County Library
Seems like just about every summer trip for me these past few years has included a stop at a baseball stadium -- even a trip to the beach at Coney Island included a Brooklyn Cyclones game, since their new park is right next to the Boardwalk. We shook out our towels, brushed the sand off our feet and walked over to the game. So my 'beach read' recommendation is Moneyball: The Art of Winning an Unfair Game by Michael Lewis. Moneyball is the story of Billy Beane, General Manager of the Oakland A's, and his quest to build a top-notch team with a small budget. Lewis brings Beane's story together with those of the fans who love the game for its statistics and history, and with the players hoping to make it to the Major Leagues.

Sarah Nagle, Carver County Library 

I’ve started to read the series by Donna Leon featuring Venetian police Commissario Guido Brunetti (naturally I picked up the more recent one, BLOOD FROM A STONE).  I’m picking up earlier volumes now.  Leon writes with wit and elegance about modern-day police work in a tradition-bound European city.  Reading mysteries set in foreign places is certainly cheaper than traveling there, and you are spared the long flight!
Angie Noyes, Washington County Public Library 

You may not want to ruin a hardcover book at the beach, but Janet Evanovich's next Stephanie Plum, the modern day Jersey bounty hunter, comes out the end of June. I am anxious to find out what scrapes and trouble Stephanie and Grandma Mazur get into in Eleven on Top. 

Some other fun reading for summer could include two novels by Linda Howard, Open Season and Mr. Perfect.  The first novel features a librarian who attempts to spice up her boring, lonely life only to find herself in danger when she witnesses something a killer would do anything to hide.  The second novel features five women who create a list of what makes the perfect man and murder and mayhem ensues. 
Other fun reads: Karen Robards’ Beachcomber, Nora Roberts’ Northern Lights, and Sick Puppy by Carl Hiassen.

I also enjoy the historical fiction/mystery series "Mystery at Queen Elizabeth I's Court" by Fiona Buckley.  The first book of six so far is To Shield the Queen.  Ursula Blanchard, a young widow in the Queen's court, becomes embroiled in intrigue and murder with a little romance thrown in.  What I like most about the series is it is not over my head with historical information and I have come to really care about the characters. 

Luann Phillipich, Dakota County Library
Samantha, the heroine of Sammy's Hill by Kristin Gore, is more than a tad neurotic, but in many ways she's one of the sanest people in D.C.!  This light tale (by Al Gore's daughter) provides insight into the workings of Washington politics and is "chic-lit" with a message.  A great read-alike for Welcome to My Planet... by Shannon Olson.
Katherine Stecher, Rochester Public Library
I never seem to find enough time to read in the summer, so this year I decided to dive head-first into "skinny and quick novels."  On the recommendation of a coworker who also enjoys historical fiction, I recently picked up the YA novel Bloody Jack: being an account of the curious adventures of Mary "Jacky" Faber, Ship's Boy, by L.A. Meyer.  This book focuses on a thirteen-year-old orphan who disguises herself as a boy in order work on a British warship in the early 1800s.  Despite the excessively long title, I enjoyed this book so much I immediately read the sequel, The Curse of the Blue Tattoo.  

Jody L. Wurl, Hennepin County Library
One of my favorite “beach” reads authors is Suzanne Brockmann.  She writes novels featuring Navy SEALS that combine action/adventure, romance, and suspense.  Her books have recurring casts of characters and historical subplots based on WWII.  In her latest novel, Hot Target, a movie producer named Jane tries to make a WWII movie based on the life of a closeted gay hero, is threatened by terrorists, and falls in love with the Navy SEAL who guards her from harm.  What’s not to like?    
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