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At this year's annual MLA Conference RART Happy Hour, 
the following Reader's Advisory scenario was presented: 

"A Baby Boomer approaches you and mentions that, with increasing awareness of his/her mortality, he/she is tired of reading books that aren't 'substantial.'  In particular, the patron would like ideas for books which would help make sense of life. 
 If asked for your suggestions on titles that he/she must read before he/she dies, what would you offer?" 


The following list includes the titles offered by attendees.
Glory Goes and Gets Some : Stories 
by Emily Carter 

The Hemingway Book Club of Kosovo 
by Paula Huntley 

Random Family : Love, Drugs, Trouble, and Coming of Age in the Bronx 
by Adrian Nicole LeBlanc 

Shipwreck at the Bottom of the World : The Extraordinary True Story of Shackleton and the Endurance 
by  Jennifer Armstrong

Ambulance Girl : How I Saved Myself By Becoming an EMT 
by   Jane Stern

The Mambo Kings Play Songs of Love: A Novel 
by Oscar Hijuelos 

To Kill a Mockingbird 
by Harper Lee 

The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down 
by Anne Fadiman 

Common Ground : A Turbulent Decade in the Lives of Three American Families 
by J. Anthony Lukas

Man's Search For Meaning 
by Viktor E. Frankl 

Spilling Clarence : A Novel 
by Anne Ursu 

Across the Nightingale Floor (Tales of the Otori, Book One) 
by Lian Hearn 

The No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency (Today Show Book Club #8) 
by Alexander McCall Smith

Mutant Message from Forever : A Novel of Aboriginal Wisdom 
by Marlo Morgan
Nightingales : The Extraordinary Upbringing and Curious Life of Miss Florence Nightingale 
by Gillian Gill
Pilgrim at Tinker Creek 
by Annie Dillard

For the Time Being 
by Annie Dillard
The Living : A Novel 
by Annie Dillard

A Short History of Nearly Everything 
by Bill Bryson
Bird by Bird : Some Instructions on Writing and Life
by Anne Lamott
The Mists of Avalon 
by Marion Zimmer Bradley
China Boy: A Novel 
by Gus Lee

The Barn at the End of the World: The Apprenticeship of a Quaker, Buddhist Shepherd 
by Mary Rose O'Reilley
In This House of Brede 
by Rumer Godden

The Deptford Trilogy: Fifth Business/the Manticore/World of Wonders 
by Robertson Davies

Gift from the Sea  
by Anne Morrow Lindbergh
Cry, the Beloved Country 
by Alan Paton

The Grapes of Wrath
by John Steinbeck

The Antelope Wife : A Novel 
by Louise Erdrich

My Century: A Novel 
by Gunter Grass

Civilization 
by Kenneth Clark

My Antonia 
by Willa Cather

Life of Pi 
by Yann Martel

Cold Mountain : A Novel 
by Charles Frazier
Albion's Seed: Four British Folkways in America (America) 
by David Hackett Fischer

In the shadow of no towers 

By Art Spiegelman

