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FEW THOUGHTS, [by Pete] IN NO PARTICULAR ORDER... 

     What sort of book is Godless? It's coming-of-age story, a comedy, a tragedy, a drama, an adventure. I've been told that the title makes it sound like a scary, violent tale about someone or something evil. It is not. My intention was never to equate godlessness with evil. They are not the same thing at all. I was thinking of the temporary godlessness that descends upon a person who is actively searching for his or her faith. Maybe I should have called it "Churchless." 
     Godless is neither pro- nor anti-religion. The main character Jason Bock, is Roman Catholic, but he could as easily be Protestant, Jewish, or Muslim. 
     Godless is not about God. It doesn't weigh in on the existence or nature of a Supreme Being. It is not about which religion is the truest, or the best. It's about how people--teenagers in particular--deal with the questions that arise when their faith has been shaken. 
     If you strip away the whole religion thing, Godless is about a big fat nerdy kid named Jason Bock who has an excess of smarts and imagination, and his relationship with his even nerdier snail-collecting best friend Shin. 
     Godless is about the power of ideas--Jason conceives the Chutengodian religion, he sets it in motion, but he is unprepared for the consequences. This is a latch-key teenage moment--our first conscious realization that the expression of our own beliefs can have a huge impact on the beliefs of others--especially our friends. It's about discovering personal power, and the heady experience of plying it.

PERSONAL 

Why anyone would want to know this stuff is beyond me, but people keep asking, so here's some miscellaneous personal info. I'll try to be as brief as possible. 

I was born in 1952 in Berkeley, California, or so I am told. At the age of five, I moved to St. Louis Park, Minnesota. I went to Cedar Manor Elementary School (also the alma mater of Al Franken and the Coen brothers), and eventually graduated honor-free from St. Louis Park High School. This is so tedious. Why do you keep reading? 

For the next eight years I attended the Minneapolis College of Art & Design and the University of Minnesota. Contrary to recent news reports, I did not graduate from either institution. After college I worked various jobs for which I was ill-suited, including sign painter, graphic artist, marketing executive, pineapple slicer, etc. Eventually, having no better options, I decided to write a novel. I finished writing Drawing Dead in 1991. Two years later it was published by Simon & Schuster. 

Today, I live with mystery writer and poet Mary Logue in Golden Valley, Minnesota and Stockholm, Wisconsin. We have two small dogs (are you still reading?) named Rene and Jacques. 

To the right is a more recent picture of me, just after winning the National Book Award for Young People's Literature, having my usual bad hair day, but an in-every-other-way-really-good day. 

There you have it. Fifty years compressed into a few short paragraphs. Feel free to copy and paste for your book report, but don't tell anybody I suggested it. Need to know more? 

This reading group guide has been provided by Simon & Schuster for classroom, library, and reading group use. It may be reproduced in its entirety or excerpted for these purposes.   (Taken from www.petehautman.com)
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Discussion questions:











1) Jason’s father tells him that his friends listen to him (pg 142) did they?  What is the importance of the water tower, why do people look up to things (or other people)?  Who decides what things should be raised up?








2) If Jason is a non-believer in God or religion why does he create it to begin with?








3) Why do you think each of Jason’s friends wanted to become a Chutengodian?








4) Was Just Al a good role model/teacher? Why do you think Jason treats “Just Al” in the way that he does? Would most young adults relate to him?








5) What caused the downfall of the Chutengodianis? Everyone blamed Jason for causing all the problems, was he really the one to blame?








6) What happened to Shin along the way? What is the difference between Shin’s worship and the faith of the other group members?  If he and Jason were such good friends and Jason understood and took care of him, why did he not realize Shin was in trouble?








7) How much guilt should Jason bear for the problems and troubles of his friends, specifically those that are linked to Chutengodianism?








8) Did Jason’s father do the right thing at the end of the book? How did Jason’s parents contribute to Jason’s attitude towards organized religion?








9) How did the story make you feel?








10) In the end, is it about “finding a deity [to] believe in” or is it simply faith? (pg 198) “I have a religion, but I have no faith.” What does it mean to have a religion but no faith? Can you have faith without a religion?








11) Propose some possible scenarios for Jason’s future.  What might happen when he returns to school?  What about while he’s at college/contemplating career choices?  What kind of father will he be, and how might he deal with religion and his children?














For more book talk questions go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.petehautman.com" ��www.petehautman.com�   		prepared by RART of MN Lib. Assoc. 2005











