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NOTE:  Sections of this summary are taken directly from the RART Newsletters

Leadership

Current chair Jody Wurl, Hennepin County Library, will be stepping down and Angie Noyes, Washington County Library, will be Chair in 2009
Annual Retreat 2008
On May 3, 2008 more than 15 librarians gathered at the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum for “RA Goes Graphic: Comic Books, Manga & More”.  Local penciller Christopher Jones of the Batman Strikes!  and Dr. Blink, Superhero Shrink comics shared his extensive knowledge and expertise of comics history and the process of creating comics, as well as discussing the appeal factors of the format.  Later that afternoon, Anna Waltz and Rebecca Marjesdatter (author and librarian, respectively) talked about manga and its history, culture, and appeal factors, as well as giving attendees extensive lists of titles they recommend for library collections. 
State Conference 2008
Four program ideas submitted by RART were accepted by the MLA Program Committee in addition to our sponsorship of the One Conference, One Book selection and event.  MLA 2008 will feature a discussion with author Will Weaver about his YA title Defect. Our business meeting, as usual, will take place during Happy Hour on Wednesday evening of the Conference.
· November 19, 2008 (Wed.), 7:30 – 10:00 p.m. “RART Business Meeting and Happy Hour”

· November 20, 2008 (Thurs.), 8:00 – 9:15 a.m. “One Conference, One Book Discussion: Defect”

· November 20, 2008 (Thurs.), 10:00 – 11:15 a.m. “When Love Hurts: Taking the Pain Out of Romance RA”

· November 20, 2008 (Thurs.), 1:30 – 2:45 p.m. “50 in 75 Book Talks”

· November 20, 2008 (Thurs.), 3:30 – 4:45 p.m. “Inspirational Fiction” with author Sharon Hinck

· November 21, 2008 (Fri.), 9:30 – 10:45 a.m. “Jumpstart R.A.”
Public Library Association Conference 2008
RART was instrumental in bringing two programs to this national conference held in Minneapolis in March.  

· March 28, 2008 (Fri.), 8:30 – 9:45 “Catch a Northern Star:  MN Authors Who Speak to Teens” [featured local authors Pete Hautman, Mary Logue, Adam Stemple, Caroline Stevermer, Lois McMaster Bujold]
· March 28, 2008 (Fri.), 2:00 – 3:15 “RX for RA:  Training Library Staff in Fiction and Nonfiction” [in collaboration with colleagues from around the country]
One of our members Emeritus, Sarah Nagle, also coordinated a dinner for Fiction-L members at The Local with the help of Steering Committee member Angie Noyes and others.  Attendees talked books while dining with local authors Connie Brockway, Lois McMaster Bujold, Erin Hart, William Kent Krueger.  Authors Robert Alexander and Chuck Logan stopped by to visit even though they couldn’t stay for dinner.  It was a wonderful opportunity for readers’ advisory enthusiasts from around the U.S. to finally put names and faces together as they networked and talked shop.
Other Activities

· Newsletter – Angie Noyes edits our newsletter which goes out to RART membership 3 times a year.  Members of the Steering Committee continue to contribute content, including recommended websites, RA articles, and titles of books members personally recommend. 
· List serv [http://lists.mnlibraryassociation.org/mailman/listinfo/rart] – We continue to use this tool to distribute our newsletter to our membership
· Blog [http://mlareaders.blogspot.com/] – Three members of the Steering Committee were granted permission to post to the RART blog on the MLA site:  Angie Noyes, Katherine Stecher, and Jody Wurl.  Other Steering Committee members may be added in the future.  Currently the focus is on our continuing education opportunities with our retreat and at library conferences.
· Web Page [http://www.mnlibraryassociation.org/RART.html] – Angie Noyes will be our content manager for the RART web page on the MLA site and has been in communication with the MLA office and web master about adding our content to this tool.  Our goal is provide links to local RA resources and post previous editions of newsletters, lists of membership recommended reading and other archival materials here.  
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