NOTE: Sections of the summary were takend directly from the April 2007 RART Newsletter

 

 

2007 has been a busy and exciting year for the Readers' Advisory Round Table. 
 

Our annual retreat was held at the Minnesota Humanities Center for the second year in a row - participants had the chance to meet Catherine Friend, author of Hit by a Farm, and listen to a panel discussion on how Readers' Advisory staff can better serve senior patrons.  We have already scheduled the next RART Retreat for May 3, 2008, at the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum.  The theme will focus on graphic novels and young adult readers' advisory, and three speakers have already been contacted and confirmed their willingness to participate.
Our roundtable submitted a number of RA-related ideas for the 2007 Minnesota Library Association Conference, and 6 were accepted by the MLA Program Committee.  MLA 2007 will feature a discussion session with Sandra Benitez, The Movies @ Your Library: Bollywood, an update on the Minnesota Book awards, and much more (including, of course, the RART Happy Hour).  
 

The RART steering committee has been very proactive when it comes to planning events and putting together the newsletter.  Angie Noyes has taken over the responsibility of assembling the newsletter, with contributions from all committee members, and we have been meeting every 2-3 months to discuss upcoming activities.
 

We also created a new logo for our organization, and we designed  RART t-shirts, which we will be selling at MLA.  Each shirt should profit $4 for RART, which will be used to defray costs for the retreat and cover various administrative costs (postage, printing, etc.)
 

Finally, two program submissions put forth by RART members were accepted for PLA 2008.  Jody Wurls' "Catch a Northern Star: MN Authors Who Speak to Teens" and Sarah Nagle's "RX for RA - Training Library Staff in Fiction and Non-fiction" were both approved for presentation at the 2008 National Conference in Minneapolis. 
 

Best,
 

