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Welcome to the fourth edition of the MLA’s RART newsletter.  Feel free to share resources, events, and ideas with your colleagues by submitting them for inclusion in the next issue.  Please email your submissions to jwurl@hclib.org
Here’s our publication schedule:

March (content due February 1)
July (content due June 1) 
November (content due Oct. 1)



Readers Advisory Spring Retreat
Report by Christine Cundall, RART Chair and Barb Pierce, RART member

RART held its annual Retreat, May 6th, at the Humanities Commission Education Building near Lake Phalen in St. Paul. The ambience and refreshments at this location impressed most of us even though some of the 27 attendees missed the floral color of the Arboretum. 

Our theme “Yin Yang for Spring” inspired interesting discussions and provided useful tips for working the reference desk.

· Book Clubs for Men 

A fruitful discussion confirmed that there are good books but not all books produce good discussions. It appears that many men (according to one member of a men’s book club) prefer shorter books (300 pages or less) with an easy narrative style about places or people to which they feel a connection, and cautions they should not be overly spiritual or intellectual.

· Cecilia Konchar Farr
Continuing with the book club idea, Cecilia Konchar Farr, a professor in the English Department at St Catherine’s, spoke enthusiastically about the impact that Oprah’s Book Club has had on people’s reading tastes, how much more relevant discourse has occurred, and the effect on the publishing industry.  Farr feels that Oprah has helped legitimize the skill of the reader to connect to a character.  Much of this discussion is covered by her book Reading Oprah: how Oprah’s book club changed the way America reads.
· Stew Thornley
A sports historian and local author, Stew Thornley described his passion for accurate information saying, in his opinion, there would be no books without libraries because this is where facts can be readily checked.  In addition to his works of children’s nonfiction, he’s written books for adults including Baseball in Minnesota and Six Feet Under: a graveyard guide to Minnesota.
RART at the MLA Conference in September 2006

Summary compiled by Jody Wurl, RART member

MLA will take place in St. Cloud this autumn from September 27th through the 29th. 
Wednesday, September 27

RART is sponsoring a program on children’s books featuring the author Marion Dane Bauer and another program featuring the hilarious chick lit author Mary Janice Davidson.  We’re also inviting you to our annual Happy Hour, this year at Red Carpet Night Club’s Martini Lounge http://www.redcarpetnightclub.com/ [11 Fifth Avenue S., St. Cloud, MN, (320) 251-4047] from 6 to 8 p.m. 

Thursday, September 28
On Thursday, we will be sponsoring a discussion on building a foreign film collection; a panel on Censorship with Lisa Westberg Peters; and the opportunity to meet the writer of the book Reading Oprah, Cecelia Konchar Farr and to discuss the impact of Oprah and book clubs on libraries.
Friday, September 29

The keynote speaker will be Alison McGhee and her book Shadow Baby will be the One Book, One Conference selection.  RART is sponsoring the One Book discussion and meeting with Alison on Friday morning, and she will give her keynote address on Wednesday.  
Please join us for as many events as you can.
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Some Cool Web Sites
Remember to bookmark useful RA web sites for yourself as well as to send them to this newsletter to share with others.

AcqWeb’s Directory of Book Reviews on the Web

http://acqweb.library.vanderbilt.edu/bookrev.html
Acquisitions librarians have indexed a variety of web sites that provide book reviews and have categorized them by subject and genre. 
Pronouncing Authors’ Names

http://www.geocities.com/apetalous/ 

Very helpful on the RA desk
Authors @ Your Library
http://www.ala.org/ala/ppo/progresources/authors/authorsyour.htm 
Connects libraries around the country with authors and publicists looking to promote their books 

Librarians in the Movies
http://emp.byui.edu/raishm/films/introduction.html 
An annotated filmography of our profession as portrayed in film
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Some Great Articles
Share interesting articles with your colleagues by submitting them to this quarterly newsletter.  They don’t all have to be on the web.  You can also send in a citation and have us use some of those great resources we have at work!

“Don’t make summer reading drudge work for students”, The Record, Bergen County, NJ.  May 1 2006, pg L.07 by Sarah Pishko via ProQuest
A bookseller observes that kids pick the thinnest of the boring books assigned for summer reading and that these lists of books need to be updated and refreshed.
“Mind the retail reference gap”, Library Journal, May 15, 2006, page 66 by Kaetrena D. Davis
Davis examines the “retail” approach for Reference, a very popular model in the library world right now, and finds caution is needed. In retail the goal is a sale, possibly with no regard to the image of the customer or the store, whereas in Reference it is the correct match of information for the customer's query that is essential. Using a retail model for Reference is likely to be unsatisfactory at best. 
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What’s Happening around the State

Please submit info on book-related events for the next issue of this quarterly newsletter.  The next edition will cover November and December 2006, and January and February 2007.

Minnesota Humanities Commission

http://www.thinkmhc.org/Calendar/october.htm
Check out the monthly calendars posted at this web site for various events.  

Hennepin County Library’s Pen Pal Lecture Series http://www.hclib.org/pub/info/support/penpals2006_07/
Luminaries such as Amy Tan (Sep. 28 & 29), author of The Joy Luck Club and other books; David McCullough (Oct.  12 & 13), author of John Adams and other works of nonfiction; and Vince Flynn (Oct. 26 & 27), author of the Mitch Rapp thrillers, will be speaking in Minneapolis.
The Loft Literary Center

http://www.loft.org/calendar.htm
Founded in 1974 in a loft above a Minneapolis bookstore, the Loft is now the nation's largest and most comprehensive literary center, offering programs and services for readers and writers.  Check out its events calendar!

Harper Collins Author Events near You Newsletter

http://www.harpercollins.com/authors.asp?ACT=localevents
Consider signing up for publishers’ newsletters to find out when authors are coming to a town near you.

Minnesota Library Association Annual Conference

http://www.mnlibraryassociation.org/
Check out the MLA web site for current information about the September 27-29 conference.

MELSA Workshop Events

http://www.melsa.org/member/workshop/index.cfm
If you work in the Twin Cities, remember to check the MELSA site for workshops relating to readers’ advisory.

Remember to check out your local news outlets for other book-related events!

[image: image5.png]



[image: image6.png]



Don’t Feel Like You Have to Finish the Book!
Submitted by Jody L. Wurl
I attended the MELSA-sponsored lecture by Nancy Pearl on Friday, June 9 at the Minneapolis Public Library.  Perhaps the greatest Pearl of wisdom (pun intended) I found was her comment that she reads anywhere from 10 to 12 books at the same time but she only finishes the ones she loves, guilt-free.  Starting those other books gives her a feel for what they’re like and what their appeal factors may be, so she can still in good conscience suggest them to new readers even if she hasn’t read them completely.  If Nancy doesn’t finish a book, you certainly don’t have to.  Just because you didn’t fall in love with a novel doesn’t mean someone else won’t enjoy it so you can still suggest it.  Splurge and don’t worry about being a monogamous reader!
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Round Table Members Suggest…

Nancy Alsop, Viking Library System
Our local Business and Professional Women’s club just started a book club and we are reading Monkeewrench by local author P.J. Tracy for our next meeting, so I am also reading its two sequels. This means I will be all caught up again when the next book, Snow Blind, comes out this summer. And you all know that the latest Stephanie Plum, Twelve Sharp, is due very soon and we will all be reading that one!

Karla Businaro, Carver County Library

The premise of March by Geraldine Brooks was intriguing enough to make me want to read it: the Civil War experiences of Peter March, father to the four young ladies in Louisa May Alcott’s, Little Women.  Almost from the first page I was struck by the beauty of the writing and the care taken by the author to match the tone and language to the depicted time period.  March, as a character, is Everyman (or should be), struggling to do right but often falling short.  The novel is largely taken up with his plans, thoughts, and feelings, but in an interesting twist toward the end of the book the reader is suddenly privy to Mrs. March’s (Marmee’s) thoughts and feelings as the narration changes to her voice.  I love having a book that I can recommend to a variety of readers and I think this is it for the summer.

Leona Carlson, Hennepin County Library
Warning!  I am struck with the curse of the Alex Rider series by Anthony Horowitz.  I started with Stormbreaker and jumped over to Scorpia.  I devoured these titles in a matter of days, unable to push them away to accomplish all those most necessary summer-time consuming chores as gardening, house cleaning and painting.  These Teen Fiction titles with compelling characters provide nerve-wracking suspense in extraordinary settings using the most advanced technical devices.  Alex Rider is a younger James Bond-type character faced with heavy moral dilemmas he must sort out.  Both novels are available as audiobooks on compact disc or audiocassette.  Take caution! You might enjoy them with your family on any long drive but you could find you are sitting awhile in the parking lot as your family members refuse to leave the car until they hear the conclusion of the audiobook.    My reward for getting all those chores accomplished will be the other titles of the series: Point Blank, Skeleton Key, Eagle Strike, and Ark Angel.  

Christine Cundall, Minneapolis Public Library
Two Little Girls in Blue by Mary Higgins Clark kept me glued to the page as 
Margaret and Steve become convinced that one of their kidnapped twins is 
communicating with the other. With just the right amount of tension I enjoyed this title more than Clark's recent titles. 

In A Century of November by W D Wetherell, Marden feels compelled to leave his Canadian island home to find the place on the Somme where his son died. Eloquently written with revealing images of WW1, this short book does not wallow in despair but finds a way forward.
JoAnne Griebel

I enjoy reading the Lilian Jackson Braun "Cat Who" mysteries.  The characters seem so real, and the author's skill makes me feel as though I was right there in Pickax or Moose County.   Braun has written many books about the adventures of Qwilleran, Koko and Yum Yum.  I've enjoyed them all.
Angie Noyes, Washington County Public Library 

Becoming myself: reflections on growing up female by Willa Shalit has been my second book to read for the summer.  The author asked major female role models across the spectrum to contribute to the book such as Maya Angelou, J.K. Rowling, Julia Stiles and Suze Orman.  Each has reflected on "growing up female" and responded to it in her own way.  It is neat to read and take in each of their stories in their own voices.  It has been a great non-fiction book for me to read as each contributor only writes approximately one to three pages each so I can read a few essays and put it down.  I highly recommend the book for teens, young adults, and adults.

Barb Pierce, St. Paul Public Library

The book I have most enjoyed recently is English, August: An Indian Story by Upamanyu Chatterjee.  Set in the hinterlands of India, this is the story of a minor civil servant adjusting to his first assignment. This exotic, atmospheric first novel is chock-full of scenes of social climbing, backbiting, and navel-gazing.  First published in 1988, this page turner kept me awake for several nights in a row. 

Kirsty Smith, Great River Regional Library

Katherine Stecher, Rochester Public Library
Last summer a good friend of mine raved about the new Douglas Preston / Lincoln Child novel.  I wasn't particularly interested, since horror is not my genre of choice, so I conveniently "forgot" to read it.  However, a few weeks ago a coworker (who absolutely never talks about what he is reading) brought up The Cabinet of Curiosities.  

 

The Cabinet of Curiosities is the third book in the Pendergast series, which follows the often bloody - and occasionally supernatural - cases tackled by FBI agent Aloysius Pendergast.  This particular title focuses on some of the earliest "museums" in the United States: privately owned collections of strange and/or grotesque oddities called cabinets of curiosities. 

 

I was intrigued, so I read it...and then I quickly read the other five books in the series, and am now anxiously awaiting a copy of book number seven.

Jane Stein, Hennepin County Library

The Poet of Tolstoy Park by Sonny Brewer © 2005   Henry Stuart is given one year to live if he doesn't move to a warmer climate.  The year is 1925 in Canyon Idaho, he has just lost his wife and his 2 sons are grown.  He is a 67 year old retired professor with a love for the words and philosophy of Tolstoy.  He gives everything away and moves to Fairhope, Alabama.  There he lives out a mixture of various philosophies from Native American to Zen, building a dome with his handmade brick, each dated.  Based on a true story and you can even view the dome.  He has authored 3 other books, Stories from the Blue Moon Café © 2002, Stories from the Blue Moon Café II © 2003 and Sounds like Thunder © 2006.

Jody L. Wurl, Hennepin County Library 

I’m reading Tall, Dark and Dead by Tate Hallaway, the pen name for local Twin Cities writer Lyda Morehouse.  Lyda has won awards for her romantic science fiction/mysteries, and I think she’ll find the same kind of success with her new vampire chick lit book set in Madison, WI.  Funny, romantic, adventurous and flush-inducing, I think people will be just as charmed by New Age witch Garnet and her alchemical vampire Sebastian as I was, and just as creeped out by the Vatican witch hunters.
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