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What are QR codes? - Megan
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This video gives a basic intro to QR codes and ways they can be used. 
It's obviously from a very pro-QR code perspective. What we want to talk about today is how QR codes can be used in libraries, and the reasons librarians would want to use them. 

We'll talk about the plan we came up with for using QR codes in Walter Library at the University of Minnesota, and give you the information you'll need to get started using them. 

 
 
2D Barcodes, how to make them, what they do, etc.
Possibly use video here
Video points - 2D barcode, scan using an app, connect directly, use where addl info is required, used globally, examples
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One of the first things I want to point out is that using QR codes is a gamble. Google is already phasing out use of QR codes, and Microsoft tags are gaining popularity as well.
We went into this project assuming that QR codes might not be a long-lasting trend. What they do, however -- connecting users to resources through physical objects -- is likely to be around much longer. We are using QR codes to learn about methods of marketing and engaging our users that we will be able to use with a variety of technologies. QR codes are just the start for us. 
 
 




What are QR Codes?
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What are QR Codes?

• URLs
• Text
• SMS text messages
• Contact information
• Events
• Social media links
• Videos 
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So, taking a step back, I want to talk a little bit more about exactly what QR codes are and what they do. 
 
blah blah blah



How Do I Make a QR Code?

QR Code Generators
• Kaywa
• bit.ly - also a URL shortener; tracks hits
• Delivr - can track hits
• QRStuff - many colors and options; payment required for 

some options 
• Many many more...
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Talk about QR code generators 





Concerns & Considerations
• Exclusivity 
• Lasting impact 
• Staff time
• Ugliness

CC BY-NC-SA FurLined
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P-p-p-p-p-lease be nice to me! (http://www.flickr.com/photos/furlined/4908859306/) / Matt (http://www.flickr.com/photos/furlined/) / CC BY-NC-SA 2.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/)







Walker, JD. Jorn, Linda. (2009) 21st Century Students : Technology Survey University 
of Minnesota Twin Cities. Retrieved from 
http://www.oit.umn.edu/prod/groups/oit/@pub/@oit/@web/@evaluationresearch/docum
ents/content/oit_content_177146.pdf

University of Minnesota Student Ownership of Smart Phones
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So why now? 
In a 2007 and 2009 OIT survey of our students here at the University of Minnesota, results showed a four-fold increase in smart phone ownership. 
And for those who did not own a smart phone in 2009, many more aspired to own. 
Barcode scanner apps are free and prevalent, and QR Codes are simple to create. 
So why not?

2009:
http://www.oit.umn.edu/prod/groups/oit/@pub/@oit/@web/@evaluationresearch/documents/content/oit_content_177146.pdf



Why QR Codes Now? 

Our students are using them.



Inspiration for the Future
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Disney QR Codes in Japanese Subway (http://www.708media.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/QR-Code-Disney.jpg)

�Calvin Kline UnCensored (http://6.mshcdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/calvin-klein-jeans-f10-QR-code-billboard-070910-1024x731.jpg)
(Mashable: http://mashable.com/2010/07/13/calvin-klein-qr-code-billboard/)



Calvin Klein Anti-Censorship Marketing



NYC Central Park on Arbor Day
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(http://www.mobilebehavior.com/wp-content/uploads/untitled15.jpg)



QR-COWde: 
Interactive Cow on Parade
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http://vimeo.com/10041187
Viral Campaigns



1st Bank Project Gutenberg

CC BY-NC travelinlibrarian
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http://www.davidleeking.com/2011/03/07/give-away-some-ebooks/

Free books from 1STBANK via QR Codes (http://www.flickr.com/photos/travelinlibrarian/5146248164/in/pool-24833696@N00/) / Michael Sauers (http://www.flickr.com/photos/travelinlibrarian/) / CC BY-NC 2.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/)



What Are Other Libraries are Doing?
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http://www.epic-business.com/qr-code-use-miami-university/

http://depts.washington.edu/randtech/blog/category/qr-codes/





QR Coding the Collection

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Book club track progress, similar items, book trailers, etc.





Virtual Library Tours
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Ryerson University Libraries and Archives



Improving Reference Away Signs



Mobile Website Promotion
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Mobile Website Promotion
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/matiassingers/4890601028/  --- Denmark Library Card
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Talk about how little time this took.
Plan for how much time you want to invest (adding to 1 poster vs. coding an entire collection) 


brainstorming, selecting use
Posters for Events - Registration Forms
In Collections Linking to Digitized Versions of Maps and Microform
Videos
Request form
mobile website
FAQ (link to the FAQ)

tracking use
Bit.ly auto tracks use (tracks clickable links to site)
z.umn for other urls (to diff.)
 
using data
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Future Plans and Ideas

Library Map 
Reference Service Contact
Promotion of Mobile Website
audio tours
Business Cards
Staff Trivia Cards
Bookmarks


	QR Codes in Libraries:  �Beyond Signage
	QR Codes in Libraries:  �Beyond Signage
	What are QR codes? - Megan
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Concerns & Considerations
	Slide Number 10
	Why QR Codes Now? 
	Inspiration for the Future
	Calvin Klein Anti-Censorship Marketing
	NYC Central Park on Arbor Day
	QR-COWde: �Interactive Cow on Parade
	1st Bank Project Gutenberg
	What Are Other Libraries are Doing?
	QR Coding the Collection
	Slide Number 19
	Virtual Library Tours
	Improving Reference Away Signs
	 Mobile Website Promotion
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25

